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Introduction
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
A handful of community leaders with a vision for the future founded the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust in
1985. From 1985-1999 CDLT was an entirely volunteer organization that played a major role in the local and
regional effort to protect access to the Peshastin Pinnacles climbing area, Spider Meadows, and the
Columbia River Loop Trail.
In 1999 the CDLT board decided that CDLT could play a much greater role in local conservation efforts if
theyhired an executive director and opened an office. At that time CDLT had 40 supporting members,
owned no property, and had an operating budget of about $2,500 per year. Currently, CDLT has over 2,900
members andhas protected over 26,600 acres of land.
Mission Statement
We engage communities in conserving, caring for, and accessing the natural lands and waters that sustain
North Central Washington.
Vision
We envision thriving natural systems sustaining the diversity of human communities in North Central
Washington.
Guiding Principles
•
We are committed to the principles of integrity, equity, and inclusion in our business and our
work—with landowners, community partners, staff, donors, funders, and volunteers.
•
We cherish the history of the land and our connection to our region’s land and water by protecting
natural areas and enhancingpublic access close to where we live.
•
We acknowledge that our region is within the traditional territories of the Wenatchi, Chelan, Entiat,
Yakama, Methow, Okanogan and Moses-Columbia people and that their people, culture, and
traditions live on today.
•
We have a responsibility to future generations to protect those natural areas that contribute to the
qualityof life for all.
•
We believe that a healthy environment and a healthy economy are inextricably linked.
•
We value the agricultural heritage of our region and the way that working lands complement our
naturallandscape.
•
We partner with trusted and effective organizations to leverage our capacity and increase our
impact.
•
We are dedicated to working with our diverse range of neighbors to help preserve the natural
character of the region.
•
We value our relationship with landowners who have voluntarily entrusted to us the stewardship of
theirland for the benefit of future generations.
•
As stewards in perpetuity of the lands entrusted to us, we are committed to managing our resources
carefully and planning for organizational sustainability.
•
We conduct our work in ways that support climate change mitigation and resiliency.
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Inventory
Planning Area Location
The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is a local organization protecting lands in Chelan and Douglas Counties. A
massive geographic area, the two counties combined make up close to 5,000 square miles. Within this vast
landscape diverse environments and communities
flourish. According to the 2020 census, Chelan
County’s total population is 79,074. Of those
individuals the largest groups were Hispanic/Latino
and White alone, not Hispanic/Latino. Twenty-eight
percent of respondents identified themselves as
Hispanic or Latino and 68% identified as White alone,
not Hispanic/Latino. Douglas County’s total
population is 42,938 with a similar demographic
composition; 32% Hispanic/Latino and 63% White
alone, not Hispanic/Latino.
Chelan County begins at the eastern crest of the Cascade Range in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.
Heading east from snowy peaks of The Enchantments and the quaint Bavarian town of Leavenworth, the
environment shifts dramatically. The Wenatchee Foothills provide a scenic backdrop to the largest city across
both Chelan and Douglas counties, Wenatchee. Within the Foothills, locals recreate on more than 40 miles of
trails and wildlife, notably Mule Deer, abound in the protected shrub steppe environment. With the mighty
Columbia River as its eastern boundary, Chelan County is also home to several important salmon spawning
rivers. The Land Trust preserves 17 miles of protected riverfront among properties along Nason Creek, the
White, Entiat, and Wenatchee Rivers.
Across Columbia, Douglas County is home to the most intact shrub steppe habitat in the state. This environment
provides essential forage for the Greater Sage Grouse, a species listed as endangered by Washington State.
With such a diverse landscape, it is important to break down the planning area location in a handful of regions
of interest:
Wenatchee Foothills:
Wenatchee is primarily a residential community that provides many opportunities and amenities for residents
and visitors. Wenatchee attracts visitors and new residents each year due to the area’s abundant outdoor
recreation activities, natural beauty, and low-cost energy. It is an active sports community with state and
regional events, boating activities, winter sports and annual festivals that draw visitors from throughout the
Pacific Northwest. Whether heading out the backdoor for a quick hike, paddle, run, or bike ride, or making a
longer trek along the spine of the Wenatchee Mountains, the area provides easy-to-access, close-to-home
recreational resources and is an economic driver for the greater Wenatchee community. Currently there are
nearly 30 miles of trails and multiple trailheads or informal access points in the planning area. Some of these
trails and trailheads or access points are more formal than others, providing a higher level of management and
oversight.
According to the Washington State Office of Financial Management, there are over 8.05 square miles of existing
land within Wenatchee. 71.5% is designated as residential and slightly less than 10% is designated as
commercial and 7.9% designated parks and public facilities.
Nineteen percent (3,182 acres) of this area is in public ownership, with the Bureau of Land Management, City
of Wenatchee and Chelan Public Utility District (PUD) owning the majority of land in public ownership. The
remaining 81 percent of private land is owned by private landowners, with the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
owning nearly 2,600 acres (nearly 20 percent of the private land), primarily located in the northwest portion of
region in the Horse Lake area.
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The Wenatchee Valley is composed of a series of ridges and benches which are bisected by a number of drainage
corridors. Over time, this has created dramatic vistas of the Wenatchee valley from the foothills of the Cascade
Mountains. Wildlife corridors within publicly owned lands such as Sage Hills, Castle Rock and Saddle Rock
provide areas for protection of mule deer and other common game species.
Within bluffs and hills, lies the transition zone of the pine and fir forests of the east Cascade Mountains and the
arid, shrub-steppe desert of eastern Washington, creating a unique environment with plant and animal species
from both ecosystems. There are several seasonal or minor streams in Number One Canyon, Number Two
Canyon, Dry Gulch and Pitcher Canyon that all drain into the Wenatchee and Columbia Rivers. These areas
provide essential habitat for diverse species in an otherwise arid landscape.
Divided by three canyons—Squilchuck, Number One, and Number Two, and the Wenatchee River—and
characterized by iconic geologic formations such as Castle Rock, Saddle Rock, gulches, and rolling hills, this
region of the planning area is truly special to people and wildlife.
Upper Wenatchee Watersheds:
Lake Wenatchee, and its tributaries the White River and the Little Wenatchee River, are a focus area for the
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. Much of the headwaters of the White and Little Wenatchee Rivers are in the
wilderness near the crest of the Cascade Mountains and are relatively pristine. These rivers support spring
Chinook salmon, sockeye salmon, steelhead, and bull trout. As these waters flow in and out of Lake Wenatchee,
they inject cold, life-supporting water into the Wenatchee River. Nason Creek, just to the south of Lake
Wenatchee, is another important portion of the upper Wenatchee River watershed which remains an essential
resource for salmonids and other wildlife. The Upper Wenatchee watershed is a vast network; therefore, the
middle and lower reaches remain important as fish must transition throughout to reach their spawning grounds.
Within this watershed are large blocks of healthy riparian habitat and floodplain, providing a rare opportunity
to permanently protect and maintain healthy, functioning river systems. Among these rivers, the Land Trust
protects approximately 9 miles of riverfront.
Entiat:
The Entiat River Valley’s dramatic landscape is home to an amazing variety of native plants and wildlife, and
people who love its rugged beauty. The river begins at the Entiat Glacier, and its clear waters remain a
productive spawning ground for spring Chinook salmon, threatened Steelhead and Bull Trout, and summer
Chinook salmon. The Land Trust has been working with local property owners since 2001 to protect this
relatively remote area. As a result, more than 8 miles of riverfront and 651 acres of riparian habitat are
permanently preserved.
Chelan:
The towns of Chelan and Manson rest on the shores of 50-mile-long Lake Chelan. The lake and surrounding
mountains are a hub for recreationists and wildlife. Recently, the Land Trust has made progress in the Chelanregion to protect critical habitat. In 2021, the Land Trust acquired 2,100 acres about 7 miles south of the town
of Chelan. The property encompasses rare wetlands and diverse topography, making the landscape especially
resilient to climate change. While the Land Trust’s reach in the Chelan area remains small, staff remain attentive
to future opportunities.
Douglas County:
On the east side of the Columbia River, Douglas County is nearly a mirror image of Chelan County in terms of
public-private ownership. While Chelan County is about 80% publicly owned, Douglas County is 80% privately
owned. With such high private ownership across the county, the Land Trust has relied on conservation
easements as a tool to protect essential habitat for vulnerable species like the Greater Sage Grouse. With support
from the federal Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), the Land Trust has secured funding to place
conservation easements on close to 10,000 acres of connected shrub steppe ranch property in Douglas County.
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History
The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust manages lands on the unceded traditional
territories of the Confederated Colville Tribes (CCT) and the Confederated Tribes
and Bands of the Yakama Nation. CCT consists of twelve bands: Chelan, Chief
Joseph Band of the Nez Perce, Colville, Entiat, Lakes, Methow, Moses-Columbia,
Nespelem, Okanogan, Palus, San Poil and Wenatchi (also called p’squosa). These
tribes moved throughout this area to hunt, fish, and gather plant foods and
medicines as well as resources used to make cultural items. Cultural teachings and
practices continue to be passed on to younger generations and the deep cultural and
spiritual significance of these lands within traditional homelands persists.
Trappers visited the Wenatchee Valley from 1810’s through the 1840’s in search
of beaver pelts. Non-Indigenous settlers arrived in the area in the 1870’s and
1880’s. Douglas County was created in 1883, which
brought with it a focus on sheep and cattle ranching
activities. After the death of nearly all the county’s sheep
and cattle during the winter of 1889-1890, many ranchers
turned to wheat farming.
As with the rest of the state, the spur to growth and
development came with the arrival of the railroad. The first
train from the East arrived onOctober 17, 1892.
In 1899, the State Legislature created Chelan County out of
Kittitas and Okanogan counties with Wenatchee as the county seat. Cash crops could not succeed without
water and the story of agriculture in Chelan County is that of irrigation. Starting in 1901, businessmen and
landowners raised money for the Wenatchee Canal Company and the Highline Canal to run 14 miles from
Dryden to Wenatchee. In 1930, Washington voters approved an initiative allowing theformation of public
utilities districts. Congress created the Bonneville Power Administration in 1937 to distribute the dams’ cheap
and abundant electricity to publicly owned utilities.
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CDLT’s Preserves and Managed Areas:
•

Dry Gulch Preserve. Adjacent to Saddle Rock, this area is privately owned; trails are allowed through
a conservation easement held by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust.

•

Entiat River Properties. Fifteen properties have been protected in the Entiat watershed totaling about
650 acres with eight miles of riverbank. The Entiat watershed has been a focus of salmon habitat
restoration, with projects to remove anthropomorphic effects, reconnect floodplain and increase
instream complexity on many of the CDLT properties. These properties all have management goals of
protecting fish habitat and an unconstrained functional floodplain, and providing opportunities for lowimpact, non-motorized public recreation.

•

Chelan-Coulees Reserve. The 2,114-acre reserve is located eight miles from the city of Chelan and

•

Cashmere Canyons Preserve. The Preserve is a 2100-acre conservation easement privately owned
and protected for critical wildlife habitat. Draped over a ridgeline between Hay Canyon and Nahahum
Canyon, the property hosts varying elevation, topography, and habitats—including sagebrushgrassland, woodland, and riparian. The easement is managed primarily for recreation access and
protection of winter mule deer habitat. To protect migrating mule deer, the Preserve is closed to the
public temporarily in the winter.

•

Mountain Home. The Mountain Home property is located on the east side of Icicle Creek south of the
town of Leavenworth. The 169-acre property has a number of recreational trails and connects to Forest
Service property. In addition to recreation, the property is managed to reduce wildfire risk through
sustainable forestry management.

•

Musland Property Conservation Easement: The 560-acre property is situated within Moses Coulee
along the headwaters of McCartney Creek, Douglas County Washington, approximately 20 miles
northwest of Ephrata, Grant County. The purpose of the easement is to protect the scenic open space,
fish, wildlife, natural habitats, and agricultural lands. The primary natural habitats are riparian, a unique
greasewood and saltgrass community, and many acres of intact shrub-steppe habitat.

•

Gallaudet Property Conservation Easement: The 600-acre Gallaudet easement is in Okanogan
County about ten miles north of the city of Chelan. The easement was donated to the land trust in 2006
with the purpose of protecting the mostly intact natural habitat. The property is home to antelope-brush
communities that are vital for supporting local populations of mule deer and elk through the long winter
months.

•

Saddle Rock Natural Area. The Saddle Rock Natural Area was acquired by the City of Wenatchee
in 2010 through a State of Washington Recreation and Conservation office grant and local donations
raised by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. It is the most heavily used outdoor recreation and outdoor
education area in the Wenatchee foothills with tens of thousands of visitors annually.

•

Jacobson Preserve. This area is owned and managed by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. The area
provides hiker-only and multi-use trails.

•

Lower Castle Rock Natural Area. The Lower Castle Rock Natural Area was acquired by the City of
Wenatchee in 2014 through a State of Washington Recreation and Conservation office grant and local
donations raised by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. The Land Trust constructed a trailhead on the
property in 2015 through an Alcoa Foundation Grant.

hosts resilient and diverse habitats. The property was acquired as mitigation for the Holden Mine
Remediation Project located near Holden Village, Chelan County. The property will be managed to
protect native species, manage invasive weeds, and reduce wildfire risk. The Reserve is not open to the
public currently.
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•

Castle Rock. Owned and maintained by a private landowner, this area provides informal trails and
access to the Foothills for foot traffic only.

•

Sage Hills. The Sage Hills system is composed of a mix of private and public land ownerships for
habitat and outdoor recreation purposes. This area provides an important north-south trail corridor to
the 1,700 acres Horse Lake Reserve. The area is closed to public access from December 1 to April 1 to
protect wintering mule deer. With grant funding assistance from a State of Washington Recreation and
Conservation office grant, a trailhead was constructed in 2008 at Day Drive.

•

Public Utility District Homewater Wildlife Preserve. The Homewater Preserve is owned and
managed by the Chelan County Public Utility District as a condition of their dam licensing. It is
managed primarily for Mule Deer habitat and is closed to all uses from December 1 to April 1 to protect
wintering mule deer.

•

Foothills North Natural Area. The properties that compose the Foothills North Natural Area were
acquired by the City of Wenatchee in 2015. They adjoin the Sage Hills trail system and were acquired
through funding assistance from a State of Washington Recreation and Conservation office grant and
donation by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. The property is managed similar to Sage Hills with
seasonal closures to protect wintering Mule Deer and other sensitive populations.

•

Horse Lake Reserve. Owned and managed by the Chelan Douglas Land Trust, this area is open to the
public on designated hiking and mountain bike trails and is closed December 1-April 1 to protect
wintering mule deer. With grant funding assistance from a State of Washington Recreation and
Conservation office grant, a trailhead was constructed in 2008 at Horse Lake.

•

Eagle Creek Ranch. Located 6 miles up Eagle Creek Rd, the 6.5-acre conservation easement protects
1000’ of river frontage along Eagle Creek and Van Creek. The surrounding riparian habitat along the
creeks is important for several terrestrial wildlife species.

•

Warm Springs and Eagle Rock. The 280 acres that make up the Warm Springs Conservation
Easement include many natural attributes including several springs and riparian vegetation along the
floor of the Warm Springs Canyon and intact shrub steppe habitat that provides excellent winter range
for mule deer. The neighboring Eagle Rock conservation easement adds 750 acres of wildlife habitat,
open space and scenic views. The properties are adjacent to protected WDFW and BLM land.

•

Scott Property (Kittitas County). One of CDLT’s first Conservation Easements, the Scott property is
located on the Teanaway River Road in Kittitas County. This 38.17 acres of forest habitat protects the
forest from overharvest and allows the managed forest to support a variety of flora and fauna.

•

Lower Sleepy Hollow. Owned and managed by CDLT, the primary goal for the 40-acre Lower Sleepy
Hollow property is protection of high-quality riparian habitat on the Lower Wenatchee River floodplain
that has existing and potential off-channel high water habitat for juvenile anadromous fish.

•

Douglas County Agricultural Properties. CDLT has secured two conservation easements on working
farmlands in Douglas County, totaling 9,200 acres. A third easement of 3,100 acres is due to close by
2024. All these easements will protect in perpetuity grasslands of special significance that are habitat
for multiple species of birds, mammals and plants designated for protection by the United States and
the State of Washington. These include, but are not limited to Greater sage-grouse, Sharp-tailed grouse,
and Washington ground squirrel.
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•

Nason Creek Area. Eight properties have been protected in the Nason Creek watershed, totaling over
180 acres owned by CDLT in areas that are high priority for salmon. Several of these properties have
had restoration projects to improve floodplain connectivity and instream complexity. The primary
goals for these properties are to protect fish habitat and an unconstrained functional floodplain, and to
provide opportunities for low-impact, non-motorized public recreation. CDLT also partnered with the
Western Rivers Conservancy and Chelan County to permanently protect 3,714 acres and 4 miles of
streambank adjacent to CDLT properties.

•

White River Area. CDLT owns eleven properties along the White River totaling over 600 acres and 6
miles of riverbank. In addition, CDLT holds Conservation Easements on an additional 74 acres in the
White River area. Much of this area is adjoined by public lands held by the United Stets Forest Service
and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, producing a landscape of permanently protected
watershed. These properties all have management goals of protecting fish habitat and an unconstrained
functional floodplain, and providing opportunities for low-impact, non-motorized public recreation.

Wildlife and Habitat
Due to the large geographic area and diversity of elevation and topography in the planning area, many different
habitat types exist in the Columbia Plateau and East Cascades ecoregions. These two ecoregions have the
highest concentrations of rare plant species in the state.
In the Northern and Western portions of Chelan County, the ecosystems are largely driven by their closeness to
the Eastern Slopes of the Cascade mountains and the resulting precipitation that comes with that proximity.
Many of CDLT’s projects include protection and restoration of the floodplains, wetlands and riparian corridors
of the White River, Nason Creek and the Entiat River. Western redcedar, grand fir, mountain alder, vine maple,
and willow species are common trees in the riparian zones. Trees on upland areas include western hemlock,
western redcedar, western white pine, lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, grand fir, and Engelmann spruce.
Uncommon and special-status amphibians and mammals in these watersheds include Columbia Spotted Frog,
six bat species, moose, fisher, Cascade Red Fox, Western Toad, marten, wolverine, wolf, and lynx. Black bear,
cougar, mule deer, turkey, coyote, and elk are all commonly found in these forests.
In Douglas County and Eastern Chelan County, the shrub-steppe environment is one of limited water, hot
summers, cold winters, and gusty winds. Plant communities are characterized by flowers such as balsamroot,
lupine, and yarrow and common shrub-sized plants such as sagebrush and bitterbrush. Higher elevations in
these areas are scattered with stands of ponderosa pine and Douglas fir. Lower elevations and draws are dotted
with thickets of Douglas maple andwild cherry. Meadowlark, quail, and hawks are among the numerous birds
living in the landscape along with snakes, lizards, and coyotes. Elk, big-horn sheep, turkeys and cougars are
also occasionally seen in the area. During winter, mule deer depend on the lower elevations of the foothills for
winter forage.
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Water Sources
Waterways
Rivers, lakes and creeks in Chelan and Douglas County are shown on the map in Appendix _. The Chelan
County foothills and Douglas County also have scarce water resources providing critical nourishment for
wildlife. Springs,seeps, wetlands, and areas along perennial or seasonal streams all serve an important role in
providing drinkingwater, forage, and cover for a variety of birds, animals, and insects, composing the web of
life.
Water-related features are dispersed throughout the Wenatchee foothills, with a high concentration in the Horse
Lake area, and along natural drainages that have been carved into the hillsides over time. Based on local
knowledge and the best available data, approximately 19 natural springs, five wildlife-accessible wells and four
man-made troughs exist in the foothills. Ninety-six acres of wetlands and 297 acres of identified riparian areas
and woody draws provide additional sources of water and important habitat for wildlife. Woody draws are
located withinriparian areas but are generally not characterized by running water.
Over the years, man-made troughs maintained by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust and groups such as the
Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Association or by public landowners such as Chelan County Public Utility District,
have been developed to sustain the water needs of larger fauna such as mule deer and elk.
Aquatic/Fish Resources
The confluence of the Wenatchee River is unique among sub-basins in the upper Columbia region in that it
supports the greatest diversity of populations and overall abundance of salmonids. There are core populations
of sockeye salmon, steelhead, bull trout and both spring and later-run chinook salmon that arerelatively strong,
when compared to other populations in the Columbia basin.
The Washington State Salmon and Steelhead Stock Inventory (SASSI) has identified four spring chinook stocks
in the Wenatchee sub-basin. Spring chinook and steelhead trout are listed as endangered under the Endangered
Species Act (“ESA”). SASSI has also identified the Wenatchee River late-run chinook stock. It is likely that a
fall run chinook salmon once used the lower Wenatchee River to varying extent, although very little information
is available to substantiate this. For the purposes of this plan, fall and summer chinook life history types will be
consolidated as late-run chinook. One stock of sockeye has been identified for this sub-basin as well as one
summer steelhead stock, the Wenatchee summer steelhead.
Indigenous Coho salmon no longer occur in the upper Columbia River region. By the early 1900’s, Coho salmon
populations were already decimated by lower Columbia River harvest rates, impassable dams, unscreened
irrigation diversions, logging, mining, grazing, and water use practices in the tributaries. Through current and
substantial efforts by the Yakama Nation, naturally reproducing Coho salmon have been reintroduced into the
Columbia Cascade province.
Pacific lampreys are present in the Wenatchee sub basin but there is much less empirical information compared
to salmonids, which have been the focus of monitoring efforts for many decades. In the last several years more
attention is being paid to lamprey.
Resident fish
A number of resident fish are present in the planning area including adfluvial, fluvial and resident forms of bull
trout. The upper Columbia distinct population segment (DPS) of bull trout is listed as threatened under the
federal ESA. Westslope cutthroat trout are widespread within the sub basin, found mostly in the head water and
higher elevation streams. Two species, the mountain sucker and Umatilla dace are Washington state priority
habitat species and have state candidate listings.
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Birds
The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust holds a diversity of lands home to several bird species listed as “Species of
Greatest Conservation Need” according to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Riparian and forested lands approaching the Cascade Crest are home to Bald Eagle, Band-tailed Pigeon,
Harlequin Duck, Peregrine Falcon, and possibly Northern Spotted Owl.
Lands in the Foothills include Bald and Golden Eagles, Lewis’ Woodpecker, White-headed Woodpecker,
Loggerhead Shrike, Peregrine Falcon, Pygmy Nuthatch, Western Bluebird, and Western Screech-owl.
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust properties in Douglas County are home to Golden Eagle, Greater Sage-grouse,
Loggerhead Shrike, Peregrine Falcon, Sage Thrasher, Sagebrush Sparrow, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Short-eared
Owl, Western Bluebird, and Western Screech-owl. In addition, at times CDLT land could be used by Burrowing
Owl and Ferruginous Hawk.
There have been over 175 species of birds reported on CDLT lands. Bird use varies seasonally. Wintering bird
species includes: Short-eared and Long-eared Owls, Rough-legged Hawk, Gray-crowned Rosy-finch, American
Tree Sparrow, and Snow Bunting. Many species are found on CDLT lands during the breeding season:
Common Merganser, Spotted Sandpiper, Great Horned Owl, Northern Pygmy Owl, Black-headed Grosbeak,
Yellow-breasted Chat, Lazuli Bunting, Bullock’s Oriole, Dusky Flycatcher, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Gray
Flycatcher, Western and Eastern Kingbirds, Cassin’s Vireo, Western and Mountain Bluebirds, Common
Nighthawk, Common Poorwill, Vaux’s Swift, Purple Finch, Cassin’s Finch, Brewer’s Sparrow, Vesper
Sparrow, and Grasshopper Sparrow.
Species and / or Communities with Special Status
A number of priority habitats, priority habitat features, and priority wildlife species are found in the planning
area. Many of the priority species rely on shoreline water bodies or riparian areas to meet certain life cycle
requirements. WDFW maps do not capture every priority species location or habitat in the planning area
however absence of mapping information does not indicate that a particular species does not or could not utilize
the shoreline or adjacent land.
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Species and Communities with Special Status Matrix
Habitats

Status

Shrub-Steppe Habitat

PH

Mule Deer Winter Range

PH

Riparian Zones

PH

Wetlands

PH

Aspen stands

PH

Talus Slopes

PHF

Cliffs

PHF

Snag Rich areas

PHF
Birds

Status

Bald Eagle

PS, FE

Black-Crowned Night Heron

PS

Black-backed Woodpecker

PS, SC

White-headed Woodpecker

PS, SC

Burrowing Owl

PS, SC

Flammulated Owl

PS, SC

Northern Spotted Owl

PS, SE, FT

Osprey

PS,

Golden Eagle

PS, SC

Dusky Grouse

PS

Ferruginous Hawk

PS, SE

Clark’s Grebe

PS, SC

Chukar

PS

Wood Duck

PS
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Harlequin Duck

PS

Common Loon

PS, SS

Tundra Swan

PS

Sandhill Crane

PS

Loggerhead Shrike

PS, SC

Great Blue Heron

PS

Sage Thrasher

PS, SC

Sagebrush Sparrow

PS, SC

Greater Sage-grouse

PS, SE

Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse

PS, SE

Sooty Grouse

PS

Spruce Grouse

PS

Northern Goshawk

PS

Mountain Quail

PS

Vaux's Swift

PS

Western Grebe

PS, SC

Prairie Falcon

PS
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Mammals

Status

Mule Deer

PS

Northwest White-tailed Deer

PS

Townsend’s Big-eared Bat

PS, SC

Black-tailed Jackrabbit

PS, SC

Pygmy Rabbit

SE, FE

White-tailed Jackrabbit

PS, SC

Washington Ground Squirrel

PS, SC

Western Gray Squirrel

PS, ST

Cascade Red Fox

PS, SC

Gray Wolf

PS, SE

Grizzly Bear

PS, SE, FT

Wolverine

PS, SC

Bighorn Sheep

PS

Mountain Goat

PS

Lynx

PS, FE

Elk

PS

Fisher

PS

Marten

PS
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Herptiles

Status

Cascade Frog

PS

Tailed Frog

PS

Columbia Spotted Frog

PS, SC

Western Toad

PS

Racer

PS

Great Columbia Spire Snail

PS, FE, SC

Sagebrush Lizard

PS, SC

Sharp-tailed Snake

PS, SC
Fish

Status

Pacific Lamprey

PS, FSC

White Sturgeon

PS

Leopard Dace

PS, SC

Umatilla Dace

PS, SC

Mountain Sucker

PS, SC

Bull Trout

PS, FT, SC

Chinook Salmon

PS, FE, SC

Coho Salmon

PS, FT

Kokanee Salmon

PS

Pygmy Whitefish

PS, SS

Rainbow Trout

PS

Steelhead Trout

PS, FT, SC

Sockeye Salmon

PS, FE

Westslope Cutthroat Trout

PS,
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Plants

Status

Long sepal globemallow

SS

Sagebrush stickseed

SS

Fuzzytongue penstemon

SS

Swertia

SS

Arrow thelypody

SS

Thompson’s clover

ST

Seely’s silene

SS

Strict blue-eye-grass

ST

Ute ladies’ tresses

SE, FT

Western ladies’ tresses

SS

Pygmy saxifraga

SS

Strawberry saxifraga

SS

Little bluestem

ST

Wenatchee Mountain checker-mallow

SE, FE

Scouler's catchfly

SS

Whitebark pine

SS

False mountain willow

SS

Puzzling halimolobos

ST

Nodding saxifraga

SS

Sticky phacelia

ST

Dwarf phacelia

SS

Dark-spine ball cactus

SS

Sierra cliffbrake

SS

Brewer's cliffbrake

SS
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Chelan rockma

SE

One-cone clubmoss

SS

Tiny povertyweed

SS

Downy false monkeyflower

SS

Coyote tobacco

SS

Adder’s tongue

ST

Tiehm's dwarf rush

ST

Inch-high rush

SS

Leavenworth’s biscuitroot

ST

Common bluecup

SS

Sagebrush stickseed

SS

Taylor’s stickseed

SE

Showy stickseed

SE, FE

Salish fleabane

SS

Suksdorf’s monkeyflower

SS

Ross’ avens

SE

Dwarf mooncup

SS

Narrow stem cryptantha

SS

Gray cryptantha

SS

Dwarf spike-rush

SS

Two-spiked moonwart

ST

Smoky Mountain sedge

ST

Thompson’s chaenactis

SS

Bulb-bearing water hemlock

SS

Pasqueflower

SS
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Palouse milkvetch

ST

Pauper milkvetch

SS

Whited’s milkvetch

SE

Constricted onion

SS

Northern bentgrass

SS

Tall agoseris

SS

KEY TO STATUS CODES
Priority Habitat
Priority Species
Priority Habitat Features
State Candidate
Federal Species of Concern
Federal Endangered
Federal Threatened
State Sensitive
Federal Candidate
State Endangered

PH
PS
PHF
SC
FSC
FE
FT
SS
FC
SE
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Demand and Need Analysis
Demand and Need Methodology
There are several approaches to estimating needs for habitat conservation and enhancement. They include the
use of national standards, measurement of participation levels, user trend analysis, input from surveys and
public meetings, goal setting and participation models. The following section describes each of theseapproaches
as used in the preparation of this plan.
Overview of National Standards
Level of service standards for parks (LOS) are one recognized method of expressing the quantity of a type of
park area or amenity provided for a given amount of demand. It is simply a ratio of quantity versus demand
(usually measured in numbers of people). It is commonly expressed as a number, acres of natural area or miles
of trails per a given population such as 20 acres of natural areas per every 1,000 people. The most recognized
standards have been those published by the National Recreation and Park Association.
Park, recreation, open space and greenway guidelines released in 1996 by the National Recreation and Park
Association (NRPA) are based on the philosophy of a "systems approach" with community facility planning at
its core. The approach revisits the 1981 standards and considers the old notion of a national standard of 10 acres
of park land for every 1,000 people and is generally recognized as deficient in the current recreation and open
space environment. NRPA presents an alternative premise which states that every community has its ownunique
blend of social and economic characteristics that define it and as such, level of service standards shouldbe used
as guidelines for evaluating the baseline adequacy of facilities in the community. All communities are different,
and all communities have needs and demands for parks, trails, and natural areas that vary with population and
economic characteristics, as well as with local attitudes. The City of Wenatchee’s recommendedstandards have
been customized for the community after reviewing national and local standards. A comparisonof overall park
systems of several eastern Washington cities was also completed to prepare standards for Wenatchee. The cities
of East Wenatchee, Chelan, Yakima, Ellensburg and Moses Lake were used for comparison purposes. However,
due to the high degree of variability within each community, natural open space areas could not be compared
equitably.
The 2018-24 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan for the City of Wenatchee contains the
standards (guidelines) that have been recommended for parks and recreational facilities, including natural areas
for habitat protection in Wenatchee. The 6-year demand and need for these facilities is shown, based on the
level of service standards. It is important to bear in mind that the suggested level of service standards are an
expression of minimum acceptable standards for the citizens of Wenatchee.
Participation Analysis
Participation level is measured in terms of the number of occasions that a particular facility or program is
attended in a given period of time. The information is then compared with similar data from other time periods
to determine the amount of use and participation in particular areas or activities. Because of the diversity and
types of natural areas that are in the planning area and available resources to collect this type of data,
participation and visitation numbers were used only anecdotally for use in the preparation of the goals and
objectives in the plan.
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Public Involvement
Open Space Planning
CDLT has had a major role in several large-scale visioning and open space planning efforts in the last 15 years.
These studies were conducted with numerous stakeholders including public agencies, conservation groups,
recreationalists, sportsmen, business interests, and many private citizens and landowners. Each process spanned
over a year and have resulted in implementation actions that continue today. The list includes: the StemiltSquilchuck Community Vision (2008), the Wenatchee Foothills Community Strategy (2010). The Upper
Wenatchee Community Lands Plan (2016), and the Lake Chelan Community Open Space Vision (2018). In
addition, CDLT regularly participates in other planning efforts including watershed planning, voluntary
stewardship programs, the Chelan County Lands Dialogue, the Arid Lands Initiative, the North Central
Washington Forest Collaborative, and Our Valley, Our Future. All these efforts contribute to our work in
conservation, restoration, and connecting people to nature.
Surveys and Questionnaires
The Land Trust conducted a survey of its membership and the community in the spring of 2020 as part of its
Strategic Planning process. This survey was conducted online and by mail and reached 399 members and 195
peoplein the community. It was also advertised through direct emails to those on email lists, announced on social
media outlets and in CDLT newsletters. In addition, the survey was translated to Spanish and flyers in Spanish were
posted around the community, shared on local Spanish language radio stations, newspapers, and on social media in
Spanish. Leadership staff met with members of Parque Padrinos to learn of their interest and priorities. A copy of the
survey and tabulation of the resultsis included in the Appendices Chapter of this plan. The results of the survey
were compared with those receivedfrom previous planning and survey efforts to help determine community
priorities, values, project interests andto formulate the goals and objectives contained in the strategic plan.
Public Meetings
In addition to the Survey, CDLT solicited comments on its habitat protection and recreation planning work at
Cashmere Canyons Preserve from residents and members in 2018. In 2020, we reached out to interested parties
via email to talk specifically about the upcoming trailhead for Cashmere Canyons Preserve.
Due to the COVID pandemic and the resulting safety guidelines, public meetings and events were not held
beyond March 2020. Monthly “e- news,” quarterly print newsletters, Facebook posts, radio appearances on
KOHO and KPQ and Wenatchee World articles created a broad community awareness of CDLT’s goals and
objectives.
Integration with other Planning Documents
Documents and studies that influence habitat areas, natural spaces, outdoor recreation facilities and programs
within the planning area were reviewed for policies, guidelines, and to gather information that would be relevant
to the Habitat Plan. Goals and objectives that had yet to be implemented but were still desired based upon
comments received through the current planning process were carried forward into the goals and objectives
section of this plan. The following documents were reviewed (in chronological order of adoption date):
•
•
•
•

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Public Access Plan 2022-2026
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Strategic Plan 2022-2026
City of Wenatchee Shoreline Master Program, 2021.
Planning to Blossom 2037: Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive Plan, 2017
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•
•
•
•

2018- 2024 City of Wenatchee Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan.

Foothills Community Strategy, 2010.
Chelan County Comprehensive Plan, 2017.
Foothills Trail Plan, 2007.

Goals and Objectives
Vision for the Habitat Plan
The community’s long-term vision for the Habitat Plan provides a foundation for the goals, objectives and
strategic actions. The following are the key points of the vision:
•
•
•
•

Habitat areas in and around Wenatchee are a well-managed community resource that provide an
extensive network of trails, trailheads, and access points as well as scenic views and vistas for the public
to enjoy.
The landscape is home to healthy wildlife populations supported by a diversity of native plants and
natural lands.
There is well-planned development that accentuates the natural character of the landscape.
The community is informed, active, and involved in land management, education and planning
decisions, and a broad network of citizen groups, public agencies, and private organizations work
together to realize the vision.

CDLT Strategic Direction
For thirty-six years, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust has worked with local communities, landowners, local
governments, supporters, and funders to conserve the area’s most important natural systems. CDLT has
marshalled financial and public support to preserve a remarkable portfolio of lands: dry forests, shrub-steppe
habitats, floodplains, working farmlands with critical habitat, natural-area parks, and hugely popular public amenities
like the Wenatchee Foothills Trails. CDLThas proven itself to be effective, versatile, and creative, growing the
organization and building its expertise.
CDLT has contributed significantly to building our region’s world-class system of protected lands that provide
a multitude of benefits to the natural and human communities. The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is in a unique
position to lead our North Central Washington communities in creating a preferred future—one in which healthy
communities are connected to healthy landscapes. To realize that vision, CDLT will follow these approaches:
Natural Areas: The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust will continue to protect our most important natural
lands and recreational spaces for human-powered activities. Conservation work is an integrated system
of expertly-managed, protected lands–from neighborhood trailheads to pristine floodplains to working
agricultural lands– for peopleto use and enjoy, and for important natural systems to thrive. CDLT will
continue to work with communities to conserve high priority conservation that complement
development opportunities and managing natural areas that serve our rural communities.
Communities: Increasingly, CDLT’s strength includes the ability to engage communities in thoughtful
dialogue on ways that balance conservation with development in areas of intense growth pressure.
Chelan and Douglas counties alone have experienced a 6.5% and 13.8% increase, respectively, in
population inthe past ten years. People choose this area as their home because of its natural beauty and
quality oflife—the very traits that are now at risk. Fostering dialogue is a critical means to protect what
we love.
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Forest Health: As a trusted, solution-oriented organization, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust has a unique
opportunity to make a meaningful contribution in the effort to restore the health and resiliency of the
nearly four-million acres of mixed conifer forest in North Central Washington. CDLT seeks to catalyze
change in the management of our forests by promoting practices that more closely mimic natural
processes and conditions in both private and public lands. Given the threat of climate change, this has
potent ecological and economic implications for the communities we serve.
Salmon Habitat: Using public funds and donations, CDLT has protected large, intact blocks of pristine
floodplain habitat that is crucial to salmon survival. These investments will invariably be shown to be
the most practical, sustainable, and cost-effective uses of public funds for salmon recovery in North
Central Washington. CDLT will leverage work with partners in the region to develop both
unconventional and creative means to protect floodplain habitats for salmon and riverine processes, and
for water supply to downstream communities.
Expanded Partnerships: CDLT emphasizes collaborative cross-sector partnerships and will continue to
strengthen these ties particularly at the Regional, State and Federal levels. CDLT will work with partner
land trusts to forge relationships with nonprofit organizations, public agencies, companies, andfunders
to make possible a new suite of conservation projects that broaden the collective impact.
People: In the past five years, CDLT has taken great strides in engaging a wider spectrum of our
communities—from business leaders to schools to disadvantaged sectors. CDLT seeks to reflect the
ethnic and socio- economic diversity of the region in its programs. Conservation work connected to
segments of the localcommunities, particularly residents that have been traditionally underserved by
conservation, is a highpriority.
To address these issues, the CDLT Board set six goals for the next five-year period. The seven committees of the
Land Trust (Executive, Finance, Governance, Lands, Outreach, Stewardship, and Trails) will implement the
following detailed action plans—with timelinesand expected outcomes—to accomplish these strategies.

Goal 1. Strategically conserve ecologically critical and socially important areas that increase our
conservation footprint, support climate and wildfire resilient forests and watersheds, and connect
people to nature.
Rationale: Land conservation will continue to be at the core of what the Land Trust delivers to its members, its
supporters, and to the community at large. This will include acquisition of natural lands and waters, areas for
outdoor recreation, critical habitat for rare and declining species of fish and wildlife and working agricultural
land with important habitat or recreation values. Climate change impacts now and into the future will be
integrated with our land protection work. State and federal agencies and private conservation organizations
are re-analyzing conservation priorities to account for climate change impacts, and the Trust will incorporate
theses analyses into our work.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cultivate partnerships at the local, state, and federal level for greater mission delivery
Secure adequate funding for the acquisition and stewardship costs associated with land conservation actions
Analyze land and water protection needs in the region with emerging climate resiliency information and
incorporate climate resiliency principles and applications into new land conservation and water priorities and
protection projects
Incorporate priorities from Indigenous Peoples and underserved community members into our land
conservation priorities and actions
Expand conservation success and impact within Chelan and Douglas counties
Remain open to conservation opportunities outside county borders

Goal 2. Develop comprehensive public access plan(s) with partners for Chelan and Douglas
counties while continuing our work to maintain existing access and develop expanded public
access areas where appropriate.
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Rationale: The increasing demand for access to natural areas points to the need for a comprehensive and
coordinated system of access points and trails across the region. The Trust has a key role to play and sees the
need for greatly expanded capacity from public and private organizations to develop and maintain such a
system. The long-term need is for local jurisdictions to develop and implement comprehensive plans. The more
immediate interest is continuing to expand upon and maintain access points and trails as opportunities and
needs determine.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Work with partners to develop plans that are coordinated and inclusive of community

and stakeholder input

Explore and secure additional public access and trail maintenance funding within local jurisdictions
Implement equitable public access opportunities for a more diverse user base
Explore and develop partnerships locally and regionally to share in the maintenance and management of
accessible lands
Ensure sufficient resources to meet our workload commitments in balance with sufficient staff capacity

Goal 3. Manage all properties for which the Land Trust has stewardship responsibility to achieve
the goals of stewardship plans and monitor all conservation easements to ensure compliance with
easement terms.

Rationale: Appropriate stewardship of land the Trust owns or manages will continue to be at the core of what
the Land Trust delivers to its members, its supporters, and to the community at large. We will continue to
deliver strong and effective stewardship with a focus on ecosystem health and implement actions such as
habitat restoration, weed control and healthy forest management on the lands we are responsible for. We will
also meet our goals by transferring ownership and management to trusted and effective partner organizations.
To carry out our responsibilities, we will constantly be evaluating and addressing our capacity needs (staff,
partners, contractors, funding) for the next five years and beyond. Climate change impacts will be
incorporated when analyzing existing stewardship plans and financing to ensure protection of the Trust’s
assets.
•
•
•
•

Engage partners and neighbors to incorporate climate resilience actions for existing and new lands and improve
ecosystem health on a larger scale
Improve the process to assess and incorporate stewardship needs for each new proposed conservation project
Provide continuous evaluation and prioritize stewardship needs on all properties to maintain or improve
conservation values and identify potential properties and appropriate recipients for transfer
Develop sufficient funding, human resources, contractors, and partners to meet our goal

Goal 4. Engage and gain the advocacy and support of all strategically targeted leaders and
influencers to deliver on the CDLT mission.

Rationale: The Land Trust will continue to rely in part on the specific actions of others to pursue its mission
successfully. Land and water protection relies on willing landowners and partners; stewardship relies on
partners, volunteers, and contractors; access relies on partners, volunteers,
and recreational users; funding relies on private and public supporters. Advocacy and support from key people
and organizations representing all sectors of our community is a necessary part of all the Trust’s work. The
Trust will create and update its external communication and fundraising plans based on the goals of this
strategic plan to identify and engage key leaders and influencers.
•
•

Utilize the Land Trust Board, Leadership Circle, and staff in identifying key leaders and influencers from the
full diversity of communities and groups that make up North Central Washington whose support the Trust
must secure to pursue the strategic plan goals
Develop mutually supportive and productive relationships and build partnerships with key leaders and
influencers
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•
•
•
•

Create and implement engagement plans to achieve shared goals and outcomes
Monitor working relationships and partnerships and adjust as needed to achieve maximum impact
Engage communities and decision-makers in thoughtful dialogue and implement solutions that balance
conservation with development in areas of intense growth pressure
Develop and implement an external communication plan including the above elements and the Trust’s visual
identity and positioning to guide overall engagement efforts.

Goal 5. Support a productive and diverse board, staff, and volunteer network that includes all
sectors of our community.

Rationale: Our region is growing. People choose this area as their home because of its natural beauty and
quality of life—the very traits that are now at risk. Our region is also becoming more diverse, and we want to
celebrate and support this diversity. The Latinx communities makes up at least one third of our population and
we acknowledge that our region is within the traditional
territories of the Wenatchi, Chelan, Entiat, Yakama, Methow, Okanogan and Moses-Columbia people. We
recognize that Indigenous tribes have been stewards of this land for millennia and that their people, culture,
and traditions live on today. The Land Trust will reach out to our diverse community members, foster dialogue,
and generate the means to protect what we all love – clean air, clean water, and abundant natural and cultural
resources.
•
•
•
•

Build a board, staff, and volunteer network that better reflects the make-up of our community
Be attentive to and deliver on staff needs, development, and work/life balance
Support programs that enhance the economic, environmental, and social sustainability of our communities
within the natural limits of ecological systems
Deliver meaningful conservation and access to the historically underserved communities and populations
in our region

Goal 6. Secure resources and raise funds sufficient to achieve the goals of this plan and set a
positive human resources and financial trajectory for the future

Rationale: To achieve the goals and objectives in this plan we will need to increase our capacity and maintain
our track record as an organization that gets tangible projects done in a cooperative and respectful manner.
Our integrity is high and must remain high. Our focus is on our mission and must remain so. To maintain and
build upon this momentum will take ever-increasing funds and human resources. The Land Trust will continue
to count on its board, leadership circle, members, donors, and supporters to be a part of delivering these
resources. Our financial position is strong and must get stronger.
•
•
•
•
•

Ensure that the CDLT Board of Directors play an active role in the financial well-being of the organization
Strengthen and grow relationships with major donors
Strengthen long-term financial health and resources through increased legacy giving
Secure existing and new sources of funds for land and water protection, public access, climate change work,
implementing diversity and inclusion efforts, stewardship, and restoration
Maintain continued accreditation with the Land Trust Accreditation Commission
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CDLT Public Access Plan: 2022-2026

Introduction
The Public Access Plan is the result of a self-initiated and elective planning process conducted by the
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust (CDLT).
This plan is intended to guide CDLT’s efforts on lands for which it possesses a legal interest and for which
the property’s management plan allows for public access. Not all properties for which CDLT possesses a legal
interest are managed in a way that allows for public access. It will also serve as guidance for work with
present and future partners on public access issues. It should be used in conjunction with the StewardshipPlans
for individual properties, as well as other CDLT plans, such as the Habitat Plan, to holistically address land,
resource, recreation and access management.
This plan does the following:
• Identifies existing public access on CDLT-owned or managed properties, or those for which CDLT
possesses a legal right allowing for public access.
• Identifies vision, goals, opportunities for public access
• Conveys actions to be taken to achieve goals
• Summarizes the planning process
The Public Access Plan addresses geographic areas within the service area of the Chelan-Douglas LandTrust
and breaks these down into sub-areas and even into individual properties when that level of detail is required.
Each geographic level offers a prescriptive Public Access Goals section with specific identified goals, their
priority, and a loose timeframe for achievement. This plan is meant to fit within the scope of the Land Trust’s
Strategic Plan, and it spans the same time period: 2022-2026. Because of this, some geographic areas may not
be addressed in as much specific detail as others due to the goals of the StrategicPlan and the timeframe this
Public Access Plan addresses. This plan also complements CDLT’s Riparian Protection Plan and Habitat
Plan, and for the purposes ofinclusion in the Habitat Plan, we have limited the Public Access Goals table to
the study area. See Appendix Lfor the Public Access Plan.
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Appendices
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Planning Area
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Chelan-Douglas Land Trust:
Findings and Comparisons from
Membership and Community Surveys
January & February 2020
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The Survey
The survey asked respondents to rate and rank current CDLT activities (Questions 1 &
2) potential future CDLT actives (Questions 3 & 4) and to to allocate $100 over future
activities (Q 5). They were also asked to provide demographic information and to
indicate if they were CDLT members (Questions 5 - 11). The survey was conducted in
January and February 2020.
The Sample

• A total of 641 people took the survey - 399 CDLT members, 195 Non-CDLT

members, and 18 Board of Directors and Leadership Circle members. 25 people did
not respond to the membership question. Four people took a Spanish language
version of the survey. Due to the small sample size, these data are not reported

• About half the total sample were male, about half female.
• About half live in Wenatchee and East Wenatchee. About a quarter live in the upper
valley - Leavenworth, Cashmere, and Lake Wenatchee.

• Almost 60% were 56 or older

• Almost 60% have household incomes above $75,000 / year
• Almost 90% Identified themselves as Caucasian. Most of the others chose not to
answer the question about ethnicity.

Highlights of the Results
• Lands and Trails were the two highest rated current CD activities. 67% of
respondents gave “Acquiring Land for conservation purposes” a rating of 5
(“Extremely Important to Me) on Question 1, and 55% gave “Developing and
managing tails” a 5. When asked on Question 2 to pick the ONE current CDLT activity
that was moist important to them, 48% said Land and 33% said Trails.
• Lands and Trails were the two highest rated potential future CDLT activities.
59% of respondents gave Land a rating of 5 on Question 3, and 42% gave Trails a
“5”. When asked on Question 4 to pick the ONE future CDLT activity that was moist
important, 37% said Land and 27% said Trails. When asked on Question 5 to
allocate $100 to future CDLT activities, they gave $25 to Land and $20 to Trails.
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• DEI and Membership Growth were the two lowest rated potential future
activities. On Question 4, 13% of the total sample gave DEI a rating of 5 and 8%
gave Membership Growth a 5. Fewer than 1% said that either DEI or Membership
Growth was the single most important future CDLT activity to them. When asked to
allocate $100, they gave $3 to Diversity and $3 to Membership Growth.
• Age was related to how Land and Trails were valued. Those over 65 allocated
considerably more money to Land than to Trails ($28 vs. $16). Those between 41 and
55 allocated more money to Trails than to Land ($26 vs. $21)
• Membership status was related to how Land and Trails were valued. Members
allocated more money to Land than Trails on Question 5 ($27 vs. $17). Nonmembers allocated more money to Trails than to Land ($26 vs $23). Board members
and Leadership Circle members allocated about equal amounts to Land and Trails
($19 vs $18).
• Gender was related to how Land and Trails were valued. Men and women
allocated about equal amounts of money to Lands ($25 for each group). Men
allocated more money to Trails than did women ($24 vs. $17).
• Membership status was related to how to how Climate Change and DEI
activities were valued. Board and Leadership Circle Members allocated more
money to Climate Change Reduction than did Members and Non-members ($13 vs.
$9 & $6). They also allocated more money to DEI than did Members and Nonmembers ($5 vs. $3 & $3).
• Gender was related to how Climate Change activities were valued. Women
allocated more money to to climate change reduction than did men ($10 vs. $6).

More detailed results are presented in several graphs and figures on the following
pages.
Appendix 1 is a copy of the full questionnaire.
Appendix 2 is a discussion of possible reasons why the response rate in the
Hispanic community was so low and some suggestions for improving it in future
surveys.
Appendix 3 is a disclaimer.
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Demographics
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Q1 Please RATE each of the following CURRENT Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activities using the numbers 1 thru
5, where 1 means “not important to me” and 5 means “extremely important to me.” Use the numbers 2, 3,and
4 to indicate intermediate levels of importance. You can use the same number for more than one activity.

% who answered as a 5- extremely
important to me

Weighted Average

80%
70%
60%

5.00
67%

4.50

4.45

4.29

4.12

55%

50%

4.00

44%

3.57

40%

3.50

30%

23%

20%

3.37

3.00
14%

10%
0%

2.50
2.00

Acquiring land Developing
for
and managing
conservation
trails and
purposes
recreational
infrastructure

Educational Engagement in Growing CDLT
Outreach
local
membership
conservation
issues and
community
planning

% who answered as a 5- extremely important to me

Acquiring Developing Educational Engagement Growing
land for
and
Outreach
in local
CDLT
conservation managing
conservation membership
purposes
trails and
issues and
recreational
community
infrastructure
planning

Weighted Average
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Q2 If you had to pick just ONE current Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activity
that is most important to you, what would it be? Please check only one
activity.
Engagement in local
conservation issues and
community planning
15%

Activity most important
Other
1%

Growing CDLT
membership
0%

Educational Outreach
3%
Acquiring land for
conservation purposes
48%

Developing and
managing trails and
recreational
infrastructure
33%
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Q3 Please RATE each of the following possible FUTURE Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activities using the numbers
1 thru 5, where 1 means “not important to me” and 5 means “extremely important to me.” Use the numbers 2,
3, and 4 to indicate intermediate levels of importance. You can use the same number for more than one
activity.

% who answered as a 5- extremely important to me

70%

60%
50%

59%

42%

40%
30%

27%

28%

32%

29%

22%

20%

15%

13%
8%

10%
0%
Acquire new
Build and
Increase
Explore ways to
Increase
land for
manage more
ecological
reduce the
advocacy for
conservation
trails and
restoration on
effects of
local
and habitat
recreational
CDLT land
climate change conservation
protection infratructure on
in our region
issues and
current and
community
newly acquired
planning
CDLT land

Increase
educational
outreach

Increase
Conserve and
advocacy to protect family
balance land
farms and
conservation
orchards
and economic
develoment in
Chelan and
Douglas
% who answered as a 5- extremely important to me Counties

Grow CDLT
Increase
membership opporunities for
ethnic diversity
in the CDLT
staff,
leadership,
membership
and on our land
40

Q3 Please RATE each of the following possible FUTURE Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activities using the numbers
1 thru 5, where 1 means “not important to me” and 5 means “extremely important to me.” Use the numbers 2,
3, and 4 to indicate intermediate levels of importance. You can use the same number for more than one
activity. Based on age
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Q3 Please RATE each of the following possible FUTURE Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activities using the numbers
1 thru 5, where 1 means “not important to me” and 5 means “extremely important to me.” Use the numbers 2,
3, and 4 to indicate intermediate levels of importance. You can use the same number for more than one
activity. Based on Membership type
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Q4 If you could pick just ONE future Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activity that is most important to you, what
would it be? Please check only one activity. (All respondents)
Increase
Increase Activity most important
ecological
educational
restoration
Other, 14, 2%
on CDLT outreach, 14, 2%
land, 15, 2%
Conserve and protect family
farms and orchards, 30, 5%

Increase advocacy to balance land
conservation and economic
develoment in Chelan and Douglas
Counties, 69, 11%

Acquire new land for conservation
and habitat protection, 233, 37%

Increase advocacy for local
conservation issues and
community planning, 33, 5%
Explore ways to reduce the
effects of climate change in
our region, 54, 9%

Build and manage more trails and recreational infratructure on
current and newly acquired CDLT land, 174, 27%
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Q4 If you could pick just ONE future Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activity that is most important to you, what
would it be? Please check only one activity. Based on age. (Don’t have info on grow membership and diversity)
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Q4 If you could pick just ONE future Chelan-Douglas Land Trust activity that is most important to you, what
would it be? Please check only one activity. Based on Membership type
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Q5 If you had $100 to spend on CDLT activities over the next five years, how would you allocate it? Please don’t
write in more than $25 for any one item and make the total amount equal $100. It’s OK to write in $0 for one or
more activities, or leave them blank. Please ensure your responses add up to 100.
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Q5 If you had $100 to spend on CDLT activities over the next five years, how would you allocate it? Please don’t
write in more than $25 for any one item and make the total amount equal $100. It’s OK to write in $0 for one or
more activities, or leave them blank. Please ensure your responses add up to 100.. Based on age
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Q5 If you had $100 to spend on CDLT activities over the next five years, how would you allocate it? Please don’t
write in more than $25 for any one item and make the total amount equal $100. It’s OK to write in $0 for one or
more activities, or leave them blank. Please ensure your responses add up to 100.. Based on Membership Type
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Q5 If you had $100 to spend on CDLT activities over the next five years, how would you allocate it? Please don’t
write in more than $25 for any one item and make the total amount equal $100. It’s OK to write in $0 for one or
more activities, or leave them blank. Please ensure your responses add up to 100.. Based on Gender
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Hispanic Community Responses
We did not get many Hispanic respondents. Eight people who took the English version
of the survey identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino and four people took the
Spanish version. This is about 2% of the total sample.
Why was the response rate so low? One possibility is lack of outreach. However, the
staﬀ widely publicized it in the Hispanic community. Specifically the survey was sent
to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

KKRV-Spanish language radio
Former members of the Hispanic Chamber.
Some folks at WVC
El Mundo Hispanic Newspaper
La Nueva radio - including an interview
Hand-in-Hand Café
Team Naturaleza
Parque Padrino FB page
Chelan PUD Hispanic network
Social media (in Spanish)
A few individual community leaders who were asked to distribute it through their
social networks.

So it does not appear that the low response rate was due to lack of outreach. Given
that, what are some other possible explanations? The Survey Committee asked for
comments from the staﬀ. Here is Jessica Kendall’s response, quoted in its entirety:
"We did hear feedback from members of the community that it would be best to meet
with groups to talk through the survey for a variety of reasons. For example, we heard
that the survey was complex in language and structure, which made it hard to
understand for those who aren't used to taking surveys. Surveys aren't that commonly
used among Latinx communities in our area - face to face and group conversations are
preferred - people don't have much practice/it's not the norm. Also, many people were
unfamiliar with the work of the Land Trust so they didn't see a point in taking the
survey. There needed to be more of an incentive to take it, whether that's food, a prize,
or simply a trusted person explaining why it was important. (For example, how often do
you take a survey or attend a focus group for an organization you aren't familiar with
without being oﬀered a reward of some kind?)
Knowing that in-person was preferred, especially for trust and relationship building,
Curt and I attended a Parque Padrino community meeting with 10-15 people and
talked through their interest and priorities. The meeting was extremely worthwhile,
however the entire conversation had to be translated so it was slow and only
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successful because of the support of Teresa Bendito. It was also recommended that
we go to Café, which we didn't have the time, relationship or capacity to do. A number
of diﬀerent types of groups were also recommended to us, but there wasn't the staﬃng
to attend those meetings or build those relationships.
For our next survey, I think we can make a number of changes in the way we collect
information to ensure that we get input from a broader selection of the community to
hopefully increase the number of people who take it. However, I do think it will also
take more capacity and funding to do it since it will include modifying how we do
business in order to reach people where they are at, and how they want to be reached
to collect the information we hope to obtain."
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1. INTRODUCTION
This public access plan is the result of a self-initiated and elective planning process
conducted periodically by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust (CDLT).
This plan is intended to guide CDLT’s efforts on lands for which it possesses a legal interest
and for which the property’s management plan allows for public access. Not all properties
for which CDLT possesses a legal interest are managed in a way that allows for public
access. It should be used in conjunction with the Stewardship Plans for individual properties,
as well as other CDLT plans, such as the Habitat Plan, to holistically address land, resource,
recreation and access management. It will also serve as guidance for work with present and
future partners on public access issues.
This plan does the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Identifies existing public access on CDLT-owned or managed properties, or those
for which CDLT possesses a legal right allowing for public access.
Identifies vision, goals, and opportunities for public access.
Conveys actions to be taken to achieve goals.
Considers diversity, equity, and inclusion as it relates to public access for all.
Summarizes the planning process.

2. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PLANS
The CDLT Board of Directors and staff join in a strategic planning exercise roughly every
five years. The resultant Strategic Plan identifies community connection to protected lands
and public access as a primary goal, and emphasizes the need for balance between
conservation and recreation access.
This plan is meant to be consistent with the mission and guiding principles of the ChelanDouglas Land Trust, and to support the Strategic Plan. This plan spans the same time period
as the Strategic Plan. The expectation is that this plan is adaptive and will be updated to
reflect the most current organizational strategic plan.
CDLT anticipates that this plan will be referenced by local governments as a way of
recognizing current and future public access within their study areas.
3. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFINITION
CDLT defines public access broadly as physical access to a property by the general public
for the purpose of recreation, nature observation, or education activities that are compatible
with protecting the conservation values of the property. Public access may be further defined
for specific properties or projects in terms of mode of access (hiking, biking, boating, etc.)
and/or infrastructure (trails, parking, signage, etc.). CDLT’s evaluation and selection of
public access projects are guided by organizational policies and procedures.
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4. PLAN AREA
This public access plan addresses properties where CDLT holds fee title or other legal
interest AND the property’s management plan includes public access. These geographic
areas were selected based on momentum and potentially available opportunities for progress
toward protection, as well as community-identified needs. This plan also extends beyond
immediately perceived potential opportunities and incorporates geographic areas where
future work may be desired and possible. The specific areas contemplated in this plan are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wenatchee Urban Area
Stemilt Basin
Wenatchee River Basin
Nason Creek/White River
Leavenworth Area
Entiat River Basin
Lake Chelan Basin
Douglas County

This is not to be construed as a ‘limited to’ list; this list is consistent with the current
organizational priorities. The Land Trust receives countless requests from members,
community members, and some recreation organizations to protect public access in Chelan
and Douglas Counties. Other opportunities may be considered.
5. PLANNING PROCESS
CDLT’s professional staff consulted with the organization’s Trails Steering Committee in
2020 and 2021 to update the plan to this most current version. The plan is informed by a
Wenatchee Foothills trail user survey conducted in 2018, and an organizational direction
community survey conducted in 2019.
Some of the goals in this plan are intended to implement vision or goals expressed in other
plans, such as the Foothills Trails Charrette (2005) or those documented in the Wenatchee
Foothills Community Strategy (2010).
6. CDLT’S ROLE IN PUBLIC ACCESS
CDLT is viewed as a leader in providing public access in the frontcountry immediately
adjacent to Wenatchee and near other communities in our service area, and CDLT also
provides and manages public access on preserves in its portfolio that are more remote and
primitive. It is also CDLT’s responsibility to recognize the diversity of our community and
to work toward equitable and inclusive access opportunities in our service area. The Land
Trust recognizes the Washington State Recreational Use Immunity Statute as pertaining to
the use of land CDLT owns or manages for public access.
While ensuring public access to natural lands and waters is consistent with CDLT’s mission,
one of CDLT’s Strategic Plan goals is to improve the access we are able to provide by
strengthening existing and developing new partnerships to increase our collective capacity to
manage this access:
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•

Develop comprehensive public access plan(s) with partners for Chelan and Douglas
counties while continuing our work to maintain existing access and develop
expanded public access areas where appropriate
o Work with partners to develop plans that are coordinated and inclusive of
community and stakeholder input
o Explore and secure additional public access and trail maintenance funding
within local jurisdictions
o Implement equitable public access opportunities for a more diverse user base
o Explore and develop partnerships locally and regionally to share in the
maintenance and management of accessible lands
o Ensure sufficient resources to meet our workload commitments in balance
with sufficient staff capacity.

As part of this Public Access Plan, the Trails Steering Committee has identified additional
specific goals that expand upon those in the Strategic Plan to guide our role in public access
within the North Central Washington Region.
Goals:
❖ Ensure the organization strikes an adequate balance in its work between recreation
and conservation.
❖ Strengthen existing partnerships with landowners and managers, and relevant
educational or recreation organizations through continued dialogue and coordination
to achieve CDLT’s strategic goals.
❖ Ensure that public-facing information on CDLT properties such as signs are
bilingual, and that interpretive signage displays cultural history of the land and
contemporary presence of Native American tribes.
❖ Consistently and methodically include analysis of existing and future public access
through a lens of inclusivity, equity, and accessibility.
❖ Develop a culturally-appropriate naming policy for trails/preserves that takes into
account user demographics, Native American use of and presence on the land, and
conservation or wildlife habitat education opportunities.
Develop relationships with diverse representation of our broad demographics of
existing and potential users to provide input on our future planning processes.
7. PUBLIC ACCESS GOALS BY AREA, BY PROPERTY
A.

WENATCHEE URBAN AREA

The Wenatchee Urban Area generally includes the areas within the Urban Growth
Boundaries for the cities of Wenatchee and East Wenatchee, as well as the foothills
adjoining those areas. Located in proximity to the urban population and at the wildlandurban interface, these sites see high pressure for access and recreation.
Over the past decade, development of formalized trailheads with defined parking and
amenities such as restrooms have been a priority adjacent to Wenatchee. Documenting trails
and creating trails plans, constructing sanctioned trails and decommissioning unsanctioned
or unsustainable trails have also been among CDLT’s management priorities.
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Management goals vary due to the range of ownership of lands. In general, priorities include
creating/maintaining sustainable access routes and reducing or preventing habitat
fragmentation caused by redundant user-built routes.
System-wide Opportunities:
o Better continuity and wayfinding throughout the system.
o Coordination with Emergency Management Services.
o Fill in continuity gaps in the protected open space and trail systems.
System-wide Goals:
❖ Develop and implement a cohesive identity program for the Foothills trail
system.
❖ Develop and implement a comprehensive wayfinding/directional program for
the Foothills trail system that is coordinated with RiverCom.
❖ Seek opportunities to overcome connectivity gaps in the protected open space
of the and trail systems of the Wenatchee Foothills.
❖ Explore potential for additional year-round recreation access in the
Wenatchee urban area.
❖ Complete a comprehensive area-wide cultural resource analysis and report to
guide future decisions about recreation routes and access in a responsible
way.
A.1

SOUTH DISTRICT

The Southern Foothills receive the heaviest use within the Wenatchee Foothills trail system.
Sanctioned public access is available on three separate, adjacent preserves or natural areas.
The area is extremely popular with families and those new to open space and natural area
recreation opportunities.
South District Opportunities:
o Adjacent and/or nearby private open space lands that currently have unsanctioned
or unauthorized public use and trails.
South District Goals:
❖ Explore opportunities to permanently protect access and/or additional open
space adjoining existing preserves or natural areas.
A.1.a.

Dry Gulch Preserve

Landowner: Dry Gulch LLC
Land Manager: Dry Gulch LLC
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT holds a conservation easement.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•

The terms of the conservation easement guide CDLT’s involvement in the property.
Open for non-motorized access, managed for equestrian use. Annual seasonal
closure of majority of property to recreation access from December 1 – April 1 for
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•

wildlife habitat (single gravel road remains open year-round for non-motorized, nonbicycle recreation access).
Mountain bikes prohibited on property.

Vision/Opportunities:
o Property is well-suited for additional recreation routes beyond current designation (at
the discretion of Dry Gulch LLC). The Dry Gulch Board of Directors has expressed
an interest in working with CDLT to manage recreation resources in a more involved
way.
Goals:
❖ Continue working relationship with Dry Gulch LLC management.
❖ Share knowledge regarding sustainable recreation routes and offer
suggestions as appropriate.
❖ Facilitate Dry Gulch LLC providing more active management of recreation
resources on properties through connections with potential partners to the
Dry Gulch Board.
A.1.b.

Saddle Rock Natural Area

Landowner: City of Wenatchee
Land Manager: City of Wenatchee and Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT is the primary manager of the trail system infrastructure beyond
the formal trailhead(s), per the City/CDLT Master Agreement
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•
•
•
•

All actions of CDLT are guided by the City/CDLT Master Agreement and the
current CDLT Work Schedule for City-owned Natural Areas.
Ongoing mine waste remediation process, set to complete late 2022.
High-use/visitation site for experienced and new trail system users, and popular site
for environmental education through local institutions.
Erosion/trail sustainability.
Unauthorized public access from multiple points of entry continues to present onsite trails management challenges.
Open for year-round non-motorized access.

Vision/Opportunities:
o The vision for the Saddle Rock Natural Area has developed and evolved, through
multiple iterations of interim and permanent trailheads which have been informed by
stakeholders, neighbors, and the community.
o Remediation efforts relating to exploratory mining activity will be completed in 2022,
allowing for greater management, improvement and development of the trail system
infrastructure.
o Closure/restoration of unsustainable or redundant trails, sustainable trail
construction and maintenance are recreation priorities.
o Continued trail user etiquette education.
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o The City has secured funding and is actively pursuing acquisition of over 600 acres
of adjacent property, which would be managed in the same way and for the same
objectives as Saddle Rock.
Goals:
❖ Explore options for continued and long-term funding for trail restoration and
construction.
❖ Develop and begin implementation of a comprehensive trails plan for Saddle
Rock that is inclusive of all users.
❖ Provide regular trail ambassador services during high use seasons.
A.1.c.

Jacobson Preserve

Landowner: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Land Manager: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: Fee-simple property managed for public access and conservation
values.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•

Property receives heavy year-round use from the area neighborhood and the
community at large, and is a popular site for environmental education through local
institutions.
Parking spaces at Wenatchee Racquet & Athletic Club are limited and tenuous.
Open for year-round non-motorized access.

Vision/Opportunities:
o The City has secured funding and is actively pursuing acquisition of over 600 acres
of adjacent property, which would be managed in the same way and for the same
objectives as the City’s adjoining Saddle Rock Natural Area. This acquisition would
provide a legal access route connecting Saddle Rock & Jacobson, and potential for
other trails and recreation routes as well.
o Jacobson requires a permanent parking/trailhead solution.
o Jacobson has become an education hotspot. Examples include wildfire-resilient
demonstration landscaping techniques implemented near the trailhead, and a
storybook route along the trail system managed by NCW Libraries.
Goals:
❖ Explore options for permanently securing and improving access between
Saddle Rock and Jacobson Preserve.
❖ Secure permanent access point (trailhead and/or parking) for Jacobson
Preserve.
A.2

WEST DISTRICT

Castle Rock Area

The Castle Rock area, featuring the Castle Rock formation, has enjoyed neighborhood use
for years, albeit without legal public access until relatively recently. Use has increased steadily
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since construction of a formal trailhead at the end of Castlerock Avenue in late 2015, but the
area remains less-visited than other Foothills destinations due to limited parking, limited trail
system, and somewhat limited activities. Another popular destination is the 1:2 Canyon
Divide ridgeline to the west, dominated by a high point known locally as Chopper.
Castle Rock Opportunities:
o Connections to public lands to the west using existing and/or new/improved trails
along the Number 1:2 Canyon Divide.
o Leverage existing trail system to create formal and authorized connections to existing
and planned residential developments.
o Expanded parking opportunities and trail access points.
Castle Rock Goals:
❖ Pursue opportunities for other formal access points to Castle Rock area.
❖ Plan for sustainable connections from new residential developments to
existing trail system.
❖ Explore options for trails along 1:2 Divide and connections to public lands to
the west.
❖ Strive for consistent access guidelines (allowed activities, season of use)
across the Castle Rock area.
❖ Foster positive relationship with adjacent neighborhoods and respond to
concerns where possible and appropriate.
A.2.a.

Lower Castle Rock Natural Area

Landowner: City of Wenatchee
Land Manager: City of Wenatchee and Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT is the primary manager of the trail system infrastructure beyond
the formal trailhead(s), per the City/CDLT Master Agreement
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•
•
•

Open year-round, limited to foot traffic (no equestrian or mountain bike use). Dogs
permitted on City property.
Trailhead has ADA-accessible picnic shelter and restroom.
Notable increase in visitor traffic in early spring; parking at the Castlerock Avenue
trailhead becomes limited.
Unsanctioned access from Jennings Street and Castlerock Heights.
Formal trailhead located in a residential neighborhood.

Vision/Opportunities:
o May be other options for access points to the Castle Rock area.
o Development in Castle Heights/Queen’s Court neighborhood is planned to include
trail connection and small public trail access point.
o Residential development may lead to street connection between Castlerock Avenue
and 5th Street. Current trailhead parking may be impacted.
Goals:
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❖ Explore potential for the addition of parking and appropriate trail
connections.
❖ Ensure no net loss of parking at Castlerock Avenue trailhead due to throughstreet development.
❖ Invite the Castlerock Avenue neighborhood’s involvement in relevant matters
related to public access.
❖ Work with the City to respond to concerns appropriately.
A.2.b.

Beers-Peryea private conservation property

Landowner: Privately owned by the Beers & Peryea family
Land Manager: Beers & Peryea family; Chelan-Douglas Land Trust manages authorized
trail(s).
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT holds trail license on one parcel of property, and has informal
agreement for public access on other parcel.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•

As part of trail license, CDLT is required to construct, improve, and maintain trails
on the private property in accordance with mutual public access goals of CDLT and
the landowner.
Limited to foot traffic (no equestrian or mountain bike use), open year-round. Dogs
prohibited on this property.
Primitive trails continue up the 1:2 Divide to Chopper and beyond, but are extremely
steep, creating erosion and safety concerns.

Vision/Opportunities:
o CDLT is actively seeking funding to purchase this property from the willing
landowners for fee-simple ownership. If successful, this would allow for more
holistic and uniform management of all the current public access open space in the
Castle Rock area.
o 1:2 Divide trails need vast improvement or a re-route that lessens the grade.
o Any future connections further west to public lands have potential to change use
patterns of Castle Rock area and may increase pressure to allow bicycles.
Goals:
❖ Successfully acquire Beers-Peryea private conservation property from willing
landowners.
❖ Develop a formal public access plan for Castle Rock/1:2 Divide property,
taking into account the management and access to and from adjacent public
lands, property stewardship considerations, and visitor use and enjoyment.
Sage Hills Area

The Sage Hills area is the most complex to manage due to multiple property owners with
different management objectives. The area has high historical recreation use, and there are
multiple unsanctioned routes that connect with several sanctioned trails.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
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•

Annual seasonal closure December 1 – April 1: trail system and surrounding openspace properties owned by CDLT, Chelan County PUD (Chelan PUD), and City
north of 5th street closed to public access annually to protect migratory mule deer
utilizing winter habitat.
Chelan PUD’s Home Water Preserve is held as a wildlife mitigation parcel as
required under the Rock Island license administered by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC); seasonal closure stems from this mandate.
City holds conditional use permit from Chelan PUD for a single trail through Home
Water Preserve to connect Sage Hills Trail to Horse Lake Reserve in the north.
Recreational use permit is secondary to wildlife mitigation.

•
•

Sage Hills Opportunities:
o CDLT plays an important role in facilitating communication and cooperation
between user groups and land managers to address the seasonal closure, trail
maintenance, trail use violations, and recreation planning.
o CDLT, City, and Chelan PUD are actively coordinating to authorize additional
routes in the area.
o Trail wayfinding signage is a community-identified need.
o Necessary to address Chelan PUD management requirements for Home Water
Preserve under FERC license to move forward with planning for long-term public
access in the Sage Hills.
o Development of new, formal trail access points with improved parking and amenities
will reduce friction between an increasing number of trail users and residents in the
many neighborhoods adjacent to the Sage Hills.
Sage Hills Goals:
❖ Fulfill requirements of FERC-approved proposal to authorize additional
routes on the Home Water Preserve, including mitigation efforts to close and
restore mutually agreed-upon routes.
❖ Secure Conditional Use Permit from Chelan PUD for final trail alignments
and signage on Home Water Preserve.
❖ Identify and construct new route in north Sage Hills that provides another
recreation connection between lower-elevation residential areas and higherelevation Horse Lake Reserve and public lands. Work with BLM to assess
feasibility of this route on BLM property.
❖ Continue public outreach and education efforts related to the seasonal closure
in the Sage Hills area.
A.2.c.

Sage Hills Gateway

Landowner: City of Wenatchee
Land Manager: City of Wenatchee and Chelan-Douglas Land Trust.
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT is the primary manager of the trail system infrastructure beyond
the formal trailhead(s), per the City/CDLT Master Agreement
Management Considerations/Limitations:

10

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Public Access Plan: 2022 -–2026

62

o There are two trail access points to Sage Hills Gateway. Both are in residential
neighborhoods and have sensitivities related to this, which are exacerbated by everincreasing seasonal popularity of these access points.
o Parking at both the Day Drive Trailhead and near the trail access point at Sage Hills
Drive and at 5th Street is limited and requires more and better coordination between
relevant law enforcement, land managers, and recreation advocates to improve the
situation.
Vision/Opportunities:
o Coordination between Chelan County, City of Wenatchee, CDLT and others to
provide for additional parking and other trail access amenities will improve the
situation for both residents and trail users.
Goals:
❖ Continue interaction with neighborhoods at each trail access point and look
for opportunities to improve the situation for users and neighbors.
❖ Facilitate coordination between City and County governments and other
partners to work toward a larger formal trail access point for Sage Hills
Gateway.
A.2.d.

Kenzie’s Landing

Landowner: City of Wenatchee
Land Manager: City of Wenatchee and Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT is the primary manager of the trail system infrastructure beyond
the formal trailhead(s), per the City/CDLT Master Agreement
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•

Managed to restore and preserve natural ecosystem function and provide appropriate
public access.
Kenzie’s Landing trailhead (development in 2022) will facilitate formal access to the
Foothills Trail System. Trailhead access road will also eventually serve as connection
to Maple Street.
Users can connect to either the Sage Hills Trail or the Balsamroot Trail directly from
this property.

•
•

Vision/Opportunities:
o Adjacent property developments will likely lead to an increase in use of these trails,
and could yield public benefit projects, such as more access points to or amenities
for the Foothills Trail System as they are implemented.
Goals:
❖ Coordination with City of Wenatchee and adjacent property developments to
ensure public access for both neighborhood residents and the greater
community is included in long term.
❖ Foster positive relationship with adjacent neighborhoods and respond to
concerns where possible and appropriate.
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A.2.e.

Foothills North Natural Area

Landowner: City of Wenatchee
Land Manager: City of Wenatchee and Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: CDLT is the primary manager of the trail system infrastructure beyond
the formal trailhead(s), per the City/CDLT Master Agreement
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•

Managed to restore and preserve natural ecosystem function and provide appropriate
public access.
Burned in a 2015 wildfire; ongoing ecological restoration efforts on the property.
The Land Trust, City, and Chelan PUD have access to a two-track route known as
the Blue Sage Road for administrative purposes.
One authorized recreation route on property (Balsamroot Trail).
Unofficial parking for public access is at the end of the pavement on Horse Lake
Road, with space for roughly ten to fifteen vehicles in the County road right-of-way.

•
•
•
•

Vision/Opportunities:
o Potential for formal access point at the end of pavement on Horse Lake Road. It
would need significant improvements and a change in culture to become a good
option for a formal trailhead.
o Property’s connection to Horse Lake Reserve also has unrealized potential; there
may be an option to construct recreation trails on Foothills North that alleviate
pressure on the Home Water Preserve by providing alternatives to the some of the
unauthorized trails.
Goals:
❖ Work with City, County, and other relevant stakeholders to formalize trail
access point at end of pavement on Horse Lake Road.
❖ Work with City and public lands partners to identify recreation route corridors
on Foothills North property and potentially on adjacent properties, focusing
on routes that connect lower Foothills to Horse Lake Reserve.
A.2.f.

Horse Lake Reserve

Landowner: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Land Manager: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: Hold property in fee simple title.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•

Managed to restore and preserve natural ecosystem function and provide appropriate
public access.
Trail system is at or near maximum allowable density to remain compatible with
conservation goals of property.
Visitor amenities include trailhead with ADA-accessible trail and vault toilet, eight
miles of single-track trails, and seven miles of two-track roads.
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•

Open for non-motorized recreation; subject to annual seasonal closure (Dec. 1 –
Apr. 1). CDLT can accelerate or delay seasonal closure based on management
objectives, but has never differed from coordinated seasonal closure with other land
managers in the area.
Property serves as northern terminus of the Foothills trail system.
Trailhead located at 3 miles along Horse Lake Road, a county primitive road which
terminates at gated ranch road continuing onto the Reserve.
Road can become very rough after a season of use, and is a safety concern for drivers
when wet due to the clay composition of the roadbed. It can be gated shut at the
bottom just past the end of the pavement when necessary for safety or seasonal
closures.
CDLT has developed a Horse Lake Trails Management Plan that details the
recreation and access objectives for this property, and this plan is reevaluated for
updates every three years.

•
•
•

•

Vision/Opportunities:
o Additional work on the property should be considered when it enhances ecological
function, improves user experiences, or complements existing access points.
o Concurrent with any new work, closure and restoration of any unsustainable routes
need to be completed.
Goals:
❖ Work with public land managers to connect to Number Two Canyon.
❖ Ensure correlation and continuity with trail planning for Home Water
Preserve for those routes that exist on both properties.
❖ Continue to reevaluate the Horse Lake Trails Management Plan every three
years, and update based on changes in use of adjacent properties,
development of recreation resources on adjacent properties, or changes in
recreation user trends that impact the conservation values of the Reserve.
A.3

NORTH DISTRICT

The North District encompasses the area north of the Wenatchee River, including the
Sunnyslope area and Burch Mountain. Burch Mountain sees significant, relatively
unmanaged recreation use on a wide variety of state and federal public lands. Residential
development in the Sunnyslope area is quickly limiting remaining open space protection
opportunities. Opportunities in this area could be pursued as capacity and relevance in
relation to the organizational strategic plan allow.
North District Opportunities
o While there are various publicly owned lands in the Burch Mountain area, no
comprehensive recreation plan exists across property boundaries.
o There is currently no formal recreation access point in the area.
North District Goals
❖ Pursue feasible land protection opportunities that allow connectivity to a
plethora of public lands on upper Burch Mountain.
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❖ Facilitate development of a formal public access point in this area as capacity
and relevance in relation to the organizational strategic plan allow.
A.4

EAST DISTRICT

This geographic area includes land east of the Columbia River and in close proximity to East
Wenatchee. Development pressure on remaining open space continues to increase. There
are unrealized possibilities to provide public access to East Wenatchee residents, but most of
the land is in private ownership. Opportunities in this area could be pursued as capacity and
relevance in relation to the organizational strategic plan allow.
East District Opportunities
o There are currently informal access points and trails in an area of open space known
as the East Wenatchee Bench, all of which is in private ownership.
o CDLT has opened communication with several landowners in the East Wenatchee
Bench area and with relevant local governments to initiate conversation about the
potential for protecting some or all of this area for conservation and public benefit.
East District Goals
❖ Work with private landowners and Eastmont Metropolitan Parks District to
explore viable opportunities for protection of all or part of the East Wenatchee
Bench area for public access

B.

STEMILT BASIN

The Land Trust participates in the Stemilt Partnership, which is a coalition of landowners
and stakeholders in an area known as the Stemilt Basin south of Wenatchee (StemiltSquilchuck Community Vision, 2008). Under Chelan County leadership, this Partnership
developed a vision for land management in the area that is based on identified community
values. Opportunities in this area could be pursued as capacity and relevance in relation to
the organizational strategic plan allow.

C.

WENATCHEE RIVER BASIN

The Land Trust’s involvement in the Wenatchee River valley is varied; there are fee lands in
the Leavenworth area, Nason Creek area, White River valley, and lower Wenatchee River
corridor, as well as various conservation easements and other management responsibilities
on additional properties. The area continues to develop rapidly, with agricultural lands or
open space lands converting to smaller residential properties. Land use and transportation
planning processes throughout the Wenatchee River Corridor are a high priority for local
governments and other stakeholders.
Wenatchee River Basin Opportunities
o Due to a landscape-scale land acquisition project undertaken by Trust for Public
Land, there will be significant opportunities to implement the Upper Wenatchee
Community Lands Plan (UWCLP) over the coming decade.
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o There seems to be refreshed momentum in the communities along the Wenatchee
River corridor to undertake a non-motorized transportation route between
Leavenworth and Wenatchee, and there is more interest in proactively planning for
this among local governments, as evidenced by the development of the Chelan
County Pathways Plan.
Wenatchee River Basin Goals
❖ Keep apprised of opportunities and efforts related to the LeavenworthWenatchee non-motorized transportation route, and assess most appropriate
form of involvement when necessary.
❖ Facilitate implementation of UWCLP for conservation and public access
values where appropriate.
C.5

CASHMERE CANYONS PRESERVE

Landowner: Hay Canyon Ranch, LLC
Recreation Manager: Hay Canyon Ranch, LLC, in conjunction with Chelan-Douglas Land
Trust.
CDLT Legal Rights: Authority per Recreation Management Plan for recreation management.
CDLT holds two separate conservation easements: Hay Canyon CE and Nahahum CE, the
combined CE property makes up the Cashmere Canyons Preserve, which allows for public
access.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•

Presents complex situation with both traditional conservation easements and
separate recreation management responsibilities shared with landowner. CDLT has
no ownership interest in the property, but is responsible for the trailhead,
constructed with state funding.
Public access limited to foot traffic only: no dogs, horses, bikes, or motorized
recreation. May also include a seasonal closure for mule deer winter range.
One authorized access point off Nahahum Canyon Road with formal trailhead.
Trailhead will be managed and maintained by CDLT.
Heavy recreation use of informal access points and trail systems on adjacent public
land.
Initial Phase I of access includes nearly 10 miles of trail, mostly along existing old
roadbed, with some newly constructed trail segments.

•
•
•
•

Vision/Opportunities
•

Unique opportunity to provide access to foothills of the Cascades with the freedom
of management that comes from working with a private landowner.
Potential for Phase II expansion of trail system to include more routes to the
northwest of Phase I.

•
Goals:

❖ Introduce the public to and educate users about proper stewardship of
recreation resources at Cashmere Canyons Preserve.
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❖ Periodically reevaluate the Cashmere Canyons Preserve Recreation
Management Plan to ensure appropriate management of recreation and
conservation resources.
❖ Continue conversation with landowner around the benefits, costs, and
practicalities of expanding the current recreation opportunities to other parts
of Cashmere Canyons Preserve.
C.6

LOWER WENATCHEE RIVER

C.6.a.

Lower Sleepy Hollow

Landowner: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Land Manager: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: Hold property in fee simple title
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•

Access/parking for the Preserve is located in immediate proximity to two neighbors.
Unmanaged access to the Preserve for the general public will take careful
consideration of impacts to neighbors.
Access can be gated closed if necessary.
Preserve requires intensive restoration to control invasives.
Significant portion of property is flooded during high water seasons. Side channels
of Wenatchee River carry water through property, so access routes need to be
sustainable to water flow or constructed to be above high water mark.

•
•
•

Vison/Opportunities:
•

Flat or low angle of property could more easily enable access for visitors with
disabilities by supporting wide trails with limited elevation gain.
Riparian properties with river access have value for recreation and educational
experiences.

•
Goals:

❖ Provide educational signage and access/recreation route at Lower Sleepy
Hollow that highlights natural floodplain process, healthy fish habitat, and
historical Indigenous use of riparian areas along the Wenatchee River.
❖ Maintain good relationships with immediate neighbors by inviting input on
access issues where appropriate, and keeping neighbors apprised of plans and
projects.
❖ Encourage and facilitate educational use of the property as appropriate.
❖ Encourage and facilitate use of the property by Indigenous People as
appropriate.
C.7

LEAVENWORTH AREA

The Land Trust was involved in the development of the Upper Wenatchee Community
Lands Plan (UWCLP), a community planning process for some 850,000 acres between
Cashmere and Stevens Pass. Implementation efforts are focused on considering community
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values associated with these lands in the context of their surroundings. Opportunities in this
area could be pursued as capacity and relevance in relation to the organizational strategic
plan
Leavenworth has a high concentration of outdoor recreation enthusiasts in its small
population, and due to the caliber of recreation opportunities available on federal lands in
the immediate area, it receives a high percentage of recreation-oriented tourism each year.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•

Increasing pressure from dispersed camping/recreation-seekers in the area

Vision/Opportunities:
o CDLT needs to be proactive in managing recreation on existing fee lands and
assessing opportunities to protect public access and conservation values in the area
as they arise.
Goals:
❖ Evaluate viable land protection opportunities based on conservation and
public access values in light of increasing recreation need and decreasing
recreation access.
C.7.a.

Mountain Home Ridge

Landowner: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Land Manager: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: Fee-simple property
Mangement Considerations/Limitations:
•

Managed to restore and preserve natural ecosystem function and provide appropriate
public access.
Open for non-motorized recreation year-round; closure of Mountain Home Road
makes winter access difficult. Camping/fires prohibited.
Recreation management/infrastructure is minimal at this site; established trail system
expands beyond property boundary and is maintained by stewards from nearby
Mountain Home Lodge.
Parking is available informally in the County road right-of-way.
Residents in the Mountain Home Ridge neighborhood are sensitive to an increase in
recreation use of the CDLT property and public lands accessible via Mountain
Home Road, largely due to an increased wildfire risk.

•
•
•
•

Vision/Opportunities:
o There is an increasing demand for recreation opportunities with a longer seasonal
window and in close proximity to the growing population of Leavenworth.
o There is potential for further trail connections from CDLT’s Mountain Home Ridge
Preserve to both public and private lands in close proximity, if supported by the
landowners and managers.
Goals:
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❖ Foster positive relationship with Mountain Home Ridge neighborhood
residents and respond to concerns where possible and appropriate.
❖ Explore opportunities to increase the footprint of land protected for open
space and public benefit when they arise and as capacity and relevance in
relation to the organizational strategic plan allow.
C.8

NASON CREEK/WHITE RIVER

The headwaters of the Wenatchee River are the site of a collection of fee properties and
conservation easements the Land Trust holds on Nason Creek and the White River.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•

No conservation easements in this area currently allow public access.
Most fee lands managed primarily for conservation values related to salmon habitat
due to acquisition funding; several may be suitable for limited development of public
access.

Vision/Opportunities:
o Riparian protection properties offer a unique public access opportunity with little to
no elevation gain, a wholly different ecosystem and protection focus than upland
preserves, and a somewhat different season of use.
o No significant current public use ensures CDLT is able to better define the
parameters of public access on these preserves.
Goals:
❖ Assess public access opportunities in the Nason Creek and White River area
as they arise, and provide for appropriate access as capacity allows.
C.8.a.

Lower White River

The Lower White River area is a group of adjoining fee title properties downstream of the
Little Wenatchee Road. These properties have frontage on both the Little Wenatchee and
White Rivers.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•
•
•

Properties acquired to protect fish habitat and an unconstrained functional
floodplain, and to provide opportunities for low-impact, non-motorized public
recreation.
Access roads to former structures (since removed) or for previous timber harvest
work serve as template for public access routes.
Properties are seasonally inaccessible due to elevated water levels.
Public access to these properties is intentionally primitive and does not provide allseason access when water levels are elevated.
There is a small and informal access point/parking area on the Little Wenatchee
River Road, but it is limited and not managed as a trailhead.

Vision/Opportunities:
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o Recreation route connections to both the Little Wenatchee River and White River
are in progress and have potential to be appealing for non-motorized river access
and snow travel.
Goals:
❖ Develop a plan for a public access point for the Lower White River that is
informed by evaluation of use of the properties by the public.

D.

ENTIAT RIVER BASIN

The Entiat River valley is a showcase of CDLT’s riparian protection efforts; the organization
holds one conservation easement, and also owns twelve properties in fee simple in the
middle to upper reaches of the valley.
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•

Most fee lands managed primarily for conservation values related to salmon habitat
due to acquisition funding; several may be suitable for limited development of public
access.
Kiosks with informational and interpretive signage were developed at four separate
Entiat-area properties in 2021: Enlow, Stormy, Bremer, and Troy.

•

Vision/Opportunities:
o A few properties lend themselves to public access for recreation related to the Entiat
River, or for educational purposes related to aquatic habitats.
Goals:
❖ Assess public access opportunities in the Entiat River area as they arise.
❖ Monitor public access use of properties and adapt management to protect
conservation values and enhance access opportunities where appropriate.
D.9

STORMY PRESERVE

Landowner: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Land Manager: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: held in fee-simple
Management Considerations/Limitations:
•
•
•
•

Managed primarily for riparian habitat due to acquisition funding.
Property is easily accessible and has a designated parking area. A trail exists along the
riverbank in a large meadow, but is not signed or maintained beyond foot traffic.
Limited access infrastructure currently exists on the site: a seasonal portable toilet, a
memorial bench overlooking the Entiat River, and a formal kiosk with property
information and interpretive signage related to salmon habitat and recovery projects.
The Land Trust has allowed and somewhat encouraged public access on this
property since taking ownership in 2001.
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Vision/Opportunities:
o Stormy Creek Preserve plays an important part in CDLT’s mission to provide
educational opportunities about our conservation work to our members and the
public. It is also a candidate for increased access opportunities around equity,
inclusivity, and accessibility that help meet CDLT’s DEI objectives. Public access
will continue to be a priority at the property.
o In the long term, improvement of current infrastructure might include a more formal
vault toilet and additional educational interpretive signage. The trails on the property
seem to be well-maintained by foot traffic, but opportunities to make accessible
routes should be explored.
Goals:
❖ Continue to develop and implement the components of the Entiat Stillwaters
Preserves Public Access Plan that are relevant to Stormy Creek Preserve, with
a focus on providing accessible routes that improve equity and inclusivity of a
wide variety of potential users.
❖ Explore funding opportunities for added infrastructure in the form of a vault
toilet, interpretive signage, and/or development of accessible routes at the
Preserve
D.10 BREMER
Landowner: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Land Manager: Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
CDLT Legal Rights: Held in fee-simple
Management Considerations/Limitations:
o Managed primarily for riparian habitat due to acquisition funding.
o Property has specific stewardship objectives related to habitat restoration in the
meadows and at the site of the old levee.
o An informal parking area was constructed and is open to the public. A kiosk with
informational and interpretive signage was installed in 2021. However, CDLT does
not actively promote public access or recreation at the Bremer property at this time.
Vision/Opportunities:
o Over half of the property is easily accessible.
o The parking area could be improved to include designated parking stalls and other
amenities to support public access.
o The Bremer preserve is also a candidate for increased access opportunities around
equity, inclusivity, and accessibility that help meet CDLT’s DEI objectives.
Appropriate public access will be a priority at the property.
Goals:
❖ Continue to develop and implement the components of the Entiat Stillwaters
Preserves Public Access Plan that are relevant to the Bremer Preserve, with a
focus on providing accessible routes that improve equity and inclusivity of a
wide variety of potential users.
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❖ Explore funding opportunities for added infrastructure in the form of a
developed, sustainable parking area, vault toilet, interpretive signage, and/or
development of accessible routes at the Preserve.

E.

LAKE CHELAN BASIN

The Chelan area is relatively new for specific Land Trust involvement, precipitated by the
organization of the Lake Chelan Trails Alliance (LCTA) in 2015, and the Lake Chelan
Community Open Space Vision process in 2017. The Chelan community has a similar
opportunity as Wenatchee to permanently protect its immediate surrounding landscape, long
used for informal recreation, for public benefit. Opportunities in this area could be pursued
as capacity and relevance in relation to the organizational strategic plan allow.
The Land Trust acquired a fee title property of significant size in 2021, and it is not currently
considered for public access due to ongoing stewardship activities and capacity of the
organization. However, its proximity to the Chelan community and adjacent public lands
may lead to public access pressure on the property, so continual monitoring will allow for
proactive planning if necessary.

F.

DOUGLAS COUNTY

CDLT has several large-scale conservation easements on working agricultural lands in
Douglas County, but these do not allow for public access. There is currently one sizable fee
title property that was acquired and is managed to protect sage grouse habitat. Due to this
sensitive and important habitat, and the fact that the property is accessed by crossing other
privately-owned agricultural lands, it is not an immediate candidate for public access beyond
CDLT-approved educational or scientific outings. Outside of the aforementioned East
District of the Wenatchee Urban Area, other opportunities to provide for public access in
Douglas County could be pursued as capacity and relevance in relation to the organizational
strategic plan allow.
IN CONCLUSION, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust has ambitious strategic goals to
achieve over the next five years, and providing and planning for public access plays an
increasing role in the organization. This Public Access Plan will serve to guide and focus our
work in areas where we can truly make a difference and achieve our mission of engaging
communities in conserving, caring for, and accessing the natural lands and waters that
sustain North Central Washington. Building on our continuing success in the immediate
Wenatchee Foothills area, we can use our talents and strengths to ensure protection of and
public access to lands that are important to our communities.
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Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
Protection of Habitat in Chelan and Douglas Counties

The Mission of the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is "We engage communities in conserving, caring for, and
accessing the natural lands and waters that sustain North Central Washington."

In furtherance of its mission and goals, and consistent with its Strategic Plan, the Board of Directors of
the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust hereby adopts the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Habitat Plan for 20222028.

Rob Shurtleff
Vice-President

Habitat Plan Adoption
April 12, 2022
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