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Michael Brown secured a “Pheasants Forever” $1000 grant to purchase 615 pollinator native
plants from Derby Canyon Natives, to be put into the ground by kids on CDLT property in the

Wenatchee Foothills, along the Balsamroot Trail

Photo taken 2-weeks after the 6/28/15 wildfire

16-months after the 6/28/15 wildfire

CDLT staffer, Omar 
Garcia used a gas-
powered auger to drill 
the planting holes



Julie Banken, teacher for 
Wenatchee School 
District Valley Academy 
(and long-time CDLT 
member) brought a 
group of 6 middle school 
students and 2 parents

Bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata) 
grown by Derby Canyon Natives. 
Bitterbrush is an important food for 
mule deer who use the Wenatchee
Foothills in winter.



CDLT Staffer, Rebecca Frank, CDLT led the
parents in preparation of the browse 
guards.
The newly planted bitterbrush shrubs 
needed to be protected from mule deer
until they have been had a chance to grow.



Between 9:30-11:30, the students planted 252 bitterbrush shrubs and 
placed browse guards around each plant on a section of the trail and 
hillside that burned in June 2015. This extended the area that was 
successfully re-planted with shrubs 1-year prior.



Students took time to find a few blooming fleabane daisies, to admire an emerald green
preying mantis, and to get a lot of exercise climbing up and down the hill. No one opted
to take a rest break – they were motivated to get the plants into the ground.



Oct. 21, 2016

Teacher Julie Banken 
plans to bring her
students back in May,
2017, to check on the
status of their newly
planted bitterbrush,
and to see the
continued natural
regrowth of fire-
adapted shrub-steppe
native grasses and 
wildflowers.



160 snow buckwheat, 30 showy penstemon, and 25 rubber
rabbitbrush were planted at this location by members of the  
Wenatchee High School Interact service club on Nov. 11, 2016.

Plants were grown by Ted Alway, owner of Derby 
Canyon Natives from locally collected seeds, sown 
12 months prior to our project



19 high school students met at the trailhead at 9AM 
on school holiday and walked the trail up to the site



CDLT Staffer, Omar Garcia, met the students at the planting site. 
He used an auger to drill planning holes.

CDLT Staffer, Hillary Schwirtlich led the 
plant prepping team



The prepping team shaped the browse guards, threaded them with
A bamboo stake, and carefully selected a single plant to be handed 
over to a planting team.



• Students divided into 
9 planting teams.  

• Showy penstemon
and snow buckwheat 
were planted in 
groups of 3, placed 1-
foot apart.  

• Browse guards were 
secured using a 
bamboo stake.  

• Students used their 
hands to tamp down 
the soil around the 
plant.  



Students got dirt on their
hands as they made sure to 
Remove any air holes around
The roots as they packed down
The dirt.

Browse guards were tightly 
secured so the wind won’t 
be able to blow them away.
For the first year, mule deer 
will be prevented from 
browsing on the young 
plants.  Guards will be 
removed in fall, 2017.



Working as a team doing meaningful work 
made for a successfully community 
service project.  



On Nov. 11, 2016, our team successfully planted 215 perennial wildflowers in-
between the 252 bitterbrush planted on Oct. 22, 2016 on the Balsamroot Trail


