
After nearly a year of negotiation, fundraising, and 
environmental assessments, the Land Trust recently 
acquired the 720-acre Horse Lake Ranch and 837-acre 
Burts Ranch which lie at the end of Horse Lake Road 
in the Wenatchee Foothills. These two ranches provide 
critical habitat for mule deer, elk, migratory songbirds, 
raptors, and other wildlife. These properties also serve 
as a vital migration corridor for mule deer moving 
between low elevation winter range to higher elevation 
summer range on Forest Service land to the west. With 
adjacent properties owned by Chelan County PUD, 
the Bureau of Land Management, the Department of 

HORSE LAKE PROPERTIES PURCHASED - 1557 ACRES PROTECTED!

Natural Resources, and CDLT, this project protects 
more than 3000 acres of contiguous wildlife habitat. 

This project succeeded because of a coopera-
tive effort among CDLT, the Wenatchee Sportsmen’s 
Association, The Nature Conservancy, The Trust for 
Public Land, and the landowners. John and Diane 
Wallace and brothers Everett and Lee Burts passed 
up other offers to give CDLT the opportunity to buy 
the properties. Everett Burts, who grew up on the 
ranch, said this of the deal, “I hated to see the property 
broken up into small ranchettes. We wanted to see the 
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property conserved, so 
when the Land Trust 
and the Sportsmen 
came up with this plan, 
we thought it was the 
ideal way to protect the 
habitat.” Funding came 
from the Icicle Fund, 
The Nature Conser-
vancy, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s 
Neotropical Migratory 
Bird Conservation Act 
grant program. 

The acquisition 
of these properties 
also advances CDLT’s 
efforts to protect 
the foothills west of Wenatchee from inappropriate development and to link public and private lands with the 
Wenatchee Foothills Trail. With the acquisition of the Horse Lake and Burts ranches, we hope to extend the trail to 
Horse Lake Road, thus making a wonderful loop across the foothills.
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Conservation Buyer  
Program

The two Horse Lake properties are available for 
sale through the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Conser-
vation Buyer Program. All conservation buyer proper-
ties must be protected with a conservation easement 
satisfactory to the Land Trust that protects the prop-
erty’s conservation values and restricts its development 
potential. 

These properties are a great deal for someone who 
wants to own a large property and has no desire to 
see the property developed, because the conservation 
easements will lower the price of the properties. Public 
access will be limited to specific trail corridors located 
away from the homesites to protect the privacy of the 
landowners. 

For more information please contact Gordon 
Congdon, Executive Director, at (509) 667-9708.Randy Hein, of the Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Association, 

helping with a property clean-up on May 20th, prior to 
final purchase of the Burts and Wallace ranches.
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