
WENATCHEE FOOTHILLS EDUCATION PROJECT

As part of our ongoing efforts to improve 
habitat, public access and recreational opportunities 
in the Wenatchee Foothills, the Land Trust and the 
Foothills Advisory Committee are working to educate 
the public about this special area. Many of the foot-
hills trails cross private property, and both private 
landowners and public agencies have expressed con-
cerns about irresponsible trail users.

In order to inform the public about trail use 
etiquette, we have created an informational brochure 
about the Foothills. It includes trail maps, parking 
information, trail use guidelines, and information on 

the importance of the foothills as mule deer winter 
habitat. Funded by a Washington State Department 
of Fish and Wildlife grant we received last year, these 
brochures are available at the Land Trust office, the 
trailheads, and most bike and sporting goods stores in 
the area.

The same grant funded the creation of three 
interpretive signs, to be placed at the Jacobson Pre-
serve. These signs provide information about the deli-
cate ecology of the shrub steppe, and about the plants 
and animals that call the Preserve home. The signs will 
be installed soon near the new picnic tables.

CHELAN-DOUGLAS
LAND TRUST 

PRESERVING OUR LANDS FOR GENERATIONS TO COME         SUMMER 2003 

Foothills trail map from new brochure



NATURE’S SERVICES
Gordon Congdon, Executive Director

We now know that nature freely provides almost 
incalculable and irreplaceable services to human com-
munities. In 1997 New York City needed to improve 
the quality of the city’s domestic water supply. A new 
water filtration plant would cost $6-$8 billion and 
require $300-$500 million in yearly maintenance costs. 
Instead of making that budget-busting investment, city 
leaders recognized the value of nature’s services and 
chose an alternative. They invested $1.5 billion to buy 
land, establish buffers, and improve sewage treatment 
plants in the Catskill/Delaware watershed that is the 
source of New York City’s water. This option saved 
billions in capital costs, hundreds of millions in annual 
maintenance costs, and provided the associated benefits 
of protecting habitat and recreational areas at no cost. 

This is not a polemic against logging, mining, 
and development. We all benefit from those activities. 
Rather, I suggest that we move beyond the view that 
conservation and economic development are mutually 
exclusive endeavors and recognize that the natural eco-
systems of Chelan and Douglas Counties, and the 
services they freely provide, are this region’s greatest 
source of wealth. Environmental health and economic 
vitality are inextricably linked, especially as this region 
attempts to develop and diversify a struggling economy. 

The efforts of the Land Trust benefit the local 
economy and local communities in numerous ways. In 
the last two years we have conserved over 400 acres 
of riparian, wetland, and floodplain habitat in Chelan 
County. This will not only benefit endangered salmon,  
but will contribute to a consistent supply of clean water 
in those rivers. Our efforts to conserve open space and 
recreational trails in the foothills west of Wenatchee 
help sustain the quality of life that makes this area such 
a desirable place to live. 

Our greatest challenge in the years ahead will 
be to conserve enough of these natural landscapes so 
that we can continue to benefit from nature’s services. 
Please join me in spreading the word that the work of 
the Land Trust will play a critical, positive role in the 
social and economic development of this region. 

* See Nature’s Services by Gretchen Daily

Conserving nature has 
never been easy or popular. 
Over 130 years ago loggers, 
miners, and development 
interests argued that the nat-
ural resources of the Yellow-
stone area were far too valuable 
to go “unused”. They argued that the local economy 
would suffer if Yellowstone were protected. Fortunately, 
the conservationists prevailed, and in 1872, Yellowstone 
became this country’s first national park. Who today 
would not agree that the natural wonders of Yellow-
stone are one of the world’s greatest treasures and that 
the decision to protect them was one of the greatest 
investments this country has ever made?

We hear the same argument about local con-
servation efforts. As the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 
and other groups identify and attempt to conserve 
critical wildlife habitat, open space, and recreational 
areas, opponents argue that conservation will hurt an 
already struggling local economy. The argument is that 
in a county where only 15% of the land is privately 
owned, efforts to conserve land will further depress 
the local economy. This either/or, win/lose, zero-sum 
mentality is not helpful - nor is it accurate. There is 
more and more evidence that land conservation makes 
good environmental sense, good economic sense, and 
can help create and sustain wealth in local communities. 

In recent years, the notion of nature’s services 
has been increasingly used to help demonstrate the 
economic value of natural ecosystems.* For example, 
intact watersheds, wetlands, and floodplains provide 
enormous benefits to local communities. They provide 
clean water, clean air, and diminish the effects of floods 
and droughts. Additionally they provide fish and wild-
life habitat, scenic views, and recreational opportuni-
ties. Until recently our society assigned little or no 
worth to these areas. We took nature’s services for 
granted because they were free and seemed unlimited. 
Hence for nearly 200 years we have filled wetlands and 
modified floodplains to make them more “productive”. 



ENTIAT RESTORATION 
The Land Trust is proud to announce that for the second year in a row, we have received a Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Cooperative Project Grant. This year’s grant provides the Land Trust 
with $4,100 to carry out habitat restoration and vegetative enhancement work on Land Trust properties in the 
Stillwaters section of the Entiat River. 

The grant will allow the Land Trust to purchase native plant seedlings from Derby Canyon Natives, a local 
native plant nursery, for planting in fall 2003 and spring 2004. In addition, the Land Trust will collect seeds from 
native foliage between August and October this year. Derby Canyon Natives will germinate the collected seeds and 
propagate the plants in its greenhouse over the winter, to provide the Land Trust with native plants for fall 2004 
and spring 2005 plantings. 

Recent work at Land Trust properties along the Entiat includes ongoing knapweed eradication efforts, planting of 
over 100 coniferous trees in upland areas, and debris removal. The WDFW grant gives the Land Trust the means to 
augment that work and revegetate the properties’ riparian and mesic areas with native shrubs and forbs.

ICICLE - WENATCHEE CONFLUENCE

After over a year of negotiations, the Land Trust has reached a 
tentative agreement and made an offer for purchase of a key 42-acre 
property at the confluence of Icicle Creek and the Wenatchee River.

The acquisition would protect important spawning and rearing 
areas for Wenatchee River fall Chinook salmon, and permanently 
protect some of the last remaining undeveloped floodplain in the 
Leavenworth area. Preserving the functioning floodplain ensures that 
it will continue to act as a buffer against flood damage. 

The 42-acre configuration is a compromise, protecting the high-
est priority habitat, while the sellers retain some developable property 
close to East Leavenworth Road. The acquisition is made possible 
through a grant received last year from the Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board, with additional support from the Icicle Fund. Stay tuned for an 
announcement that the deal has closed!

BIRD FEST

Bird Fest 2003 was a resounding success! An estimated 1,500 people 
participated, including visitors, locals, students, business owners, artists, musicians 
and storytellers. Throughout the weekend, trip leaders used every opportunity to 
raise awareness that neotropical migratory songbirds choose to come here for a very 
brief, but important,  part of their year – to breed and fledge. Bird Fest encourages 
citizens to value our natural resources and to protect our region’s habitat. 

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is proud to be one of the five partner 
organizations responsible for this new event. Join us next year - May 7-9, 2004.



Charitable gifts to the Land Trust can take 
many forms.  These include donation of assets for the 
future benefit of the Land Trust while assuring the 
donor continued income from those assets.

Charitable gift annuities are one such arrange-
ment.  A charitable gift annuity is a contract.  The 
charity, in exchange for property or cash, agrees to pay 
a fixed sum of money to the donor and the donor’s 
spouse during their lifetimes. The donor receives a 
fixed annual income as well as an immediate income 
tax deduction. The amount of the annual income 
depends upon the amount of the contribution and the 
ages of the donors. Upon the death of the last surviving 
donor the remaining assets benefit the Land Trust.  
A minimum age of 60 and a minimum amount of 
$10,000 is required.

Financial Considerations.  Gift annuity rates 
are attractive, particularly to donors in their later 
years. Current suggested charitable gift annuity rates 
approved by the American Council on Gift Annuities  
range from 5.4%  to 11.3 %. For example, the gift 
annuity rate for a single donor, age 60, is 5.7% and 
6.5% for age 70. For joint and survivor annuities, rates 
will be 5.9% for a couple both aged 70.  This compares 
favorably with certificates of deposit. As of early June 
2003 certificate of deposit interest rates range from 
1.21% for a 12 month CD to 3.0% for a 5 year CD. 

 There are also significant income tax benefits 
from a charitable gift annuity. The donor receives an 
income tax deduction in the first year of up to 50% of 
adjusted gross income for cash gifts and up to 30% for 
the fair market value of gifts of appreciated property.  
There is a five year carry forward of any unused deduc-
tion. In addition, a significant portion of the annual 
annuity payments are tax free.

Example.  For example, if a donor at age 60 
gifts $100,000 cash in exchange for a charitable gift 
annuity the donor will receive an income tax charitable 
deduction of $21,124.  The donor will receive $5,700 
per year for life (ACGA rate of 5.7% at age 60 times 
the $100,000 contribution).  In addition, $3,272 of the 
annual payment will be tax free for the donor’s life 
expectancy of 24 years.  After 24 years, at age 84, the 
entire $5,700 per year is taxable as ordinary income.

Benefits to the Land Trust.  The portion of the 
contribution that remains at the death of the donor 
passes one-half outright to the Land Trust and one-
half into the Land Trust’s endowment fund at the 
Community Foundation of North Central Washington.

Thus, a charitable gift annuity provides the donor 
an immediate tax benefit, lifetime fixed annual income 
at an attractive rate, and the satisfaction of leaving 
a legacy of land conservation. For more information 
please contact Gordon Congdon, Executive Director.

PLANNED GIVING - CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
By Russell J. Speidel, Attorney

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new members, and thank you for your generous support! The following individuals joined 
the Land Trust between January 1, 2003 and June 30, 2003. 

Business Members:
Mt. Stuart Physical Therapy
Cashmere Valley Bank
Individual Members:
Steve Aguilu   
Lesley Allan   
Joan Alway
Harold & Pamela Amoss
Pat Aylward   
Bruce & Christine Baguley
Larry & Sandra Barclay
Kathleen Bartu   
Gale Bates   
Brian & Sarah Behle 
Jay Bender   
Jabe Blumenthal & Julie   
       Edsforth 

Michael Brogan   
Damian & Susan Browne 
Bill & Kathy Christman 
Stephen & Gretchen Coker
Lucca Criminale & Tom   
       Clausing
Stewart & Susan Cusick
Kevin & Tammy DeAngelis
Steve & Sylvia DeForest
Robert Ellison   
Michael & Aimee Fadich
Diane Forrester   
Allan & Lorena Galbraith
Steve & Irene Godfrey
Burt & Ann Gowing 
Waikele Hampton  
Joe & Kathy Herron 

Buford & Valla Howell 
Gordon & Janice Irle 
Garth Johnson & Sharon Neace
Dan Kavet  
David & Kaye Kolde
Diane & Andy Kunkel
Rob LaBow  
Toby Long  
Michelle & Gene Loudon
Steve & Janet Lutz
Anne McClendon  
Scott & Maggie McManus
Anne & Mark Miller
Howard Morris  
Robert Norman  
Wenda & James O’Reilly
Bonnie Orr  

Grace Patrick  
Kyle & Genelle Pepple 
Michael & Sally Power 
Theresa Rounds & John Luce
Arthur & Marcia Ruckman
Dave & Cheryl Short-Morin
Robert & Julie Ann Siderius
Sissel Slette   
David & Beth St. George 
Martin Straub   
Debbie & Steve Sutherland
Bruce & Liz Swenson 
Paula Vickery   
Mark & Kathy Weyenberg  
Don & Vicki White 
Barbara Wolff   
Robert & Rachael Wooten



OFFICERS:

Gene Kupferman
President

Peter Bauer
Treasurer

Theresa Druzak
Secretary

BOARD:

Susan Ballinger
Andy Dappen
Paul Hessburg
Peter Hill
Kim Lohse
Kathy Mattern
Edgar Meyer
Eliot Scull
Tina Scull
Jean Speidel
George Velazquez
Rufus Woods  
  
ADVISORY BOARD:

Craig Garver
Mike Kaputa
John Lehmkuhl
Monica Lough 
Michelle Mazzola
Larry Riegert
Dick Rieman
Mark Shipman
Dan Stephens
Nancy Warner
Rick Woodsmith

LEGAL COUNSEL:

Todd Kiesz

STAFF:

Gordon Congdon
Executive Director
cdlt@cdlandtrust.org

Hans Slette
Stewardship Director
hans@cdlandtrust.org

Sharon Lunz
Administrative Director
sharon@cdlandtrust.org

Josh Picotte
Summer Intern

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is responsible for stewardship of nearly 1500 acres of 
conserved land. Volunteers can assist CDLT in a variety of ways, from bird and plant 
surveys to weed control work parties. We also occasionally need help with special events 
and projects, and in the office with mailings. If you are interested in volunteering please 
contact Hans Slette at 667-9708 or hans@cdlandtrust.org.

    August and mid to late September - Assist with native seed collection 
up the Entiat.

     September 20-21 - Salmon Fest. CDLT is seeking volunteers to staff 
a Land Trust informational booth for three hour shifts at the Wenatchee 
River Salmon Festival at the Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP

Many thanks to the following volunteers (and anyone we have inadvertently omitted) who 
have generously given of their time during the first six months of 2003:

Phil Archibald
Cici Asplund
John Ballinger
Kristen Ballinger
Susan & Paul Ballinger
Francisco Betancourt
Barbara Bockenstedt
Greg Brown
Dolly & Richard
   Buckingham
Rachel Buckingham
Bob Bugert
Pam Camp
Susan Cawley
Andy Dappen
Beth Dorey
Victor Garibay
Craig Garver
Ken Heinle
Joe & Nicki Herkenrath

Sue Hoover
Kurt Hosman
Joe Kelly
Don Knoke
Don Lester
Kathy Lodato
Kim Lohse
Lauri Malmquist
Chet Marler
Denny McMillan
Robert Mejia
Ed Meyer
Yuna Min
Ameila Min-Venditti
Mike Nixon
Bonnie Orr
Madison Pitts
Diane Priebe
Chris Rader
Tina Rieman

Randy Riggs
Gretchen Rohde
Matt Rose
Alan Schmidt
Eliot & Tina Scull
Larry Selden
Brenda Senturia
Nana Simone
Jean Speidel
Joe Spry
Terry Spry
Hilary Spurgeon
Beth & David St. George
Rusty Thompson
Dale Whaley
Barbara Wolff
Rufus Woods
Robin Woodsmith

WHITE RIVER

The Land Trust was disappointed to learn that two grant applications for work in the 
White River area were not successful. Our Salmon Recovery Funding Board proposal to 
protect salmonid habitat along the White River ranked very highly, but not high enough 
for this year of reduced state and federal funding. We are optimistic that we will receive 
funding for this project next year. The North American Wetlands Conservation Act 
(NAWCA) proposal to protect riparian habitat along the White and Little Wenatchee 
Rivers was also very close to getting funded, but did not make the final cut. 

We remain committed to permanently protecting the natural functions and scenic 
beauty of the White River watershed and are currently pursuing funds to enable us to 
begin some work this year.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

AUGUST 23         10:00 - 3:00           WHITE RIVER CANOE TRIP

A canoe is a great way to see the lower White River. Bring your canoe and join us for a 
mellow float and picnic lunch.  Limit 8 canoes, so RSVP soon to the office.   

SEPTEMBER 13    9:00 - NOON          WHITE RIVER SALMON VIEWING TOUR 
The White River supports the largest remaining population of sockeye salmon in the entire 
Columbia Basin. We will drive and walk for outstanding views of spawning sockeye.

SEPTEMBER 16    7:00 PM                  ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES 
“Arctic Dance: The Mardy Murie Story” tells the story of a woman who tirelessly champi-
oned the environment through 70 years of conservation work. First of a series of six films 
shown at the Wenatchee Valley Museum on the third Tuesday of the month. 

OCTOBER 11      9:00 -1:00               ENTIAT RIVER SALMON WALK

Join biologist Phil Archibald as we look for spawning late run Chinook salmon and fall 
migratory birds on CDLT’s Entiat River properties.

OCTOBER 21       7:00 PM                  ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES 
“Shaman’s Apprentice”.  The story of one man’s quest to study the relationship between 
indigenous people and plants.  At the Wenatchee Valley Museum. 

NOVEMBER 7                                     ANNUAL CELEBRATION DINNER

Mark your calendar for this annual celebration - details will be forthcoming. 

DECEMBER 28    3:00 PM                  ART WOLFE SLIDE SHOW AT SLEEPING LADY

Art Wolfe, renowned wildlife photographer, presents Edge of the Earth/Corner of the Sky. All 
proceeds benefit the Land Trust. $15/adults, $12/children. For reservations call 548-6344.


