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Saddle Rock - A History In Perseverance
David Erickson, Parks and Recreation Director, City of Wenatchee

Wenatchee, 1909:  The first year residents attempted to make Saddle Rock a park.

(continued on next page)

The City of Wenatchee first started discussing 
acquiring the 325-acre Saddle Rock property as a pro-
posed city park in May of 1909. Mayor J.A. Gellatley 
suggested that Saddle Rock was a “scenic little peak” 
and may become what Portland Heights is to Port-
land. “The view from the top is one of the finest in the 
valley.” (Wenatchee World). 

The process to acquire the property has been underway 
since 1909. To put this in perspective, Wenatchee was 
beginning to install its first sewer system to transport 
sewage directly into the Columbia River; they started 
leveling and oiling city streets and installing electric 
lighting and began replacing plank boardwalks with 
concrete sidewalks. The first bridge over the Columbia 
River was just completed and a new law was passed 
prohibiting women from 
wearing face powder and 
paint.

By the late 1940’s 
Wenatchee had grown 
significantly and another 
local effort was mounted 
by citizens to turn Saddle 
Rock into a state park. 
After several years of effort, 
the project never came to 
fruition.

In 1963 another group of 
citizens formed the  

Saddle Rock Area Development Committee in an 
effort to preserve Saddle Rock as an outlook for 
future generations to enjoy. For the next four years, 
the group tried to reach an agreement with the State 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to turn 
the property into a community park. The effort was 
unsuccessful, and by the end of 1967 the plans for the 
park were again shelved. From the 1970’s forward, the 
community continued to request that Saddle Rock be 
turned into a City Park. This was reaffirmed through 
the public involvement process used to develop the 
2006 Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Plan.

Through the comprehensive plan process, the community 
identified a current deficit of 200 acres of city-owned 
natural open space and a need for an additional 150 
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Stewardship in Action
Neal Hedges, Stewardship Coordinator

Saddle Rock - A History In Perseverance (cont. from front page)

Neal Hedges leads volunteers on the Fromm
restoration project along Icicle Creek. 

acres by the year 2015. The Saddle Rock acquisition 
would satisfy the current deficit and begin to address 
the 2015 goal.  According to the Comprehensive Plan, 
the City has a current deficit of 8.11 trail miles that 
this project would provide. City staff again started work 
on the acquisition of the property, and negotiated the 
termination of the mineral leases on the site. A partner-
ship was developed with the Chelan-Douglas Land 
Trust to complete planning and other projects in the 
Wenatchee Foothills. The results of these efforts were 
the development of the Foothills Trails Master Plan 
and Foothills Community Strategy.

In 2010, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust secured fund-
ing from local, anonymous donors that would allow 
for the acquisition to progress. The Land Trust then 
provided funds to have the property appraised, prepared 
a purchase sale agreement, and then placed a restric-
tive conservation easement on the property to ensure 
stewardship and prevent future develpment. In October 
2010, the purchase sale agreement was approved by 
the City and in January 2011 by the Washington State 

DNR. The property is now scheduled to close at the end 
of this May.

A local fundraising campaign led by the Chelan-
Douglas Land Trust to fully fund the ongoing 
stewardship of the property is currently underway. 
They are also leading the effort to create a long-term 
recreation plan for the site that identifies existing trails 
to improve, re-align, or decommission as well as other 
improvements.

Also this past year City staff completed a grant appli-
cation to the Washington Wildlife and Recreation 
Program to reimburse up to one half of the acquisition 
costs. The project is currently highly ranked and in a 
normal budget year would receive funding, but with the 
State budget challenges funding is unlikely. 

When complete, this project will accomplish a 100 
year-old community goal of acquiring and protecting 
our community landmark in perpetuity, completing the 
vision of one of Wenatchee’s pioneers.

Stewardship is about 
responsible management of 
something entrusted to one’s care. 
We at the Land Trust care for 
3000 acres that we own, and we 
help nine landowners care for 2500 
acres protected by conservation 
easements. But our stewardship 
efforts don’t stop at these borders.

We recently joined forces with 
the Chelan County Natural Resources Department 
and the Fromm family to improve fish and wildlife 
habitat along Icicle Creek near Leavenworth. With 
the help of Washington Conservation Corps and a 
host of volunteers, we planted 1750 trees and shrubs 

and over 1000 locally harvested 
hardwood cuttings along 1800 
feet of the Fromm farm on Icicle 
Creek. The project was supported 
by a grant from the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s 
Community Salmon Fund. 

Students from Wenatchee and 
Eastmont High Schools, CDLT 

members, and community volunteers 
have maintained the planting by volunteering on Make 
a Difference Day and Earth Day. In a few years we hope 
to see this new riparian woodland supporting migratory 
song birds, raccoons, and beavers and beginning to 
provide shade and structure for salmon and steelhead. 



Generosity - and Gratitude 
Bob Bugert, Executive Director

Four years ago, when I started work with 
the Land Trust, I was warmly—and somewhat 
ceremoniously—given the keys to the office. I recognized 
that those keys represented a great sense of responsibility, 
but at that time I did not realize that they also opened 
the door to many rewards. The responsibility is being 
a steward of the donations that you, our members and 
supporters, offer to this organization;  the reward is in the 
awareness of the depth and breadth of your generosity.

I am astonished by the charity of our members—and the 
community of North Central Washington as a whole—
through their financial support, donations of time and toil 
to steward our lands, or in a willingness to do whatever 
needs to be done to further our culture of conservation. 
Many times I have encountered members out on the 
street—knowing that they just committed much to the 
Land Trust—and am thanked for the opportunity to 
give to our organization. This happens repeatedly, yet 
each time I find it remarkable: to simultaneously receive 
a gift and to be thanked by the giver. That scenario is so 
prevalent, so ironic, and so endearing.

We often hear of the generosity of our community, with 
our national recognition of Make a Difference Day and 
the strength of the many charitable organizations in North 
Central Washington, but I did not fully comprehend 
the impact of that tradition of giving until I worked for 
this particular organization. The sense of selflessness is 
pervasive in the Land Trust community—it is palpable, 
empowering, and holds much promise for our future.

Thanks to the excellent work of our staff, we have been 
consistently able to create a remarkable leverage rate from 
your donations to secure funding from public, corporate, 
and private grants. Last year we generated seven dollars 
in grants for every dollar we received from you, and 
some years that number has been up to fourteen. I am 
proud to say that we do steward your donations well, and 

your support of the Land Trust does more than allow us 
to secure lands for public benefit. The impacts of your 
donations spread well beyond this organization. Your gifts 
of time, energy, passion, and finances create a culture in 
our community—not just of conservation, but of altruism. 
My hope is that the Land Trust can be one of many 
organizations that can nurture that sense of participation, 
giving, and self-determination in our community.

I have always viewed myself as a lucky man. I am 
healthy, I have a strong and integral family, and I live in 
a remarkably beautiful place. Yet, I believe my sense of 
gratitude has grown during my tenure at the Land Trust. 
In previous years, I worked as a biologist, appreciating 
the diversity and wonder of our natural world. Now, as 
director of this organization, my role is to assist those 
who wish to make this community a better place to live. 
Working with you—who give so much of yourselves—
has made me a better man. On behalf of the Land 
Trust—and for me as an individual—I sincerely thank 
you for what you give to this community.

Bob Bugert and CDLT Board President  
Andy Dappen in the Wenatchee Foothills.

Be an opener of doors for such as come after thee.
 ~Ralph Waldo Emerson



Colin Forsyth
Gloria Foster
Graeme Guthrie
Josh Kato
Karlyn Koughan
Ed LaPaz
Hank & Cathy Lewis
Grace Lynch
Chet Manning
Kirk Mayer
Dawn McKenzie
Tod McLaughlin
Jeanne Miller & Philip Leatherman
Jack Mynatt & Barbee Teasley

Jason O’Daffer
Don & Jeanne Poirier
Jim Huffman
Larry & Angela Savage
Brad Schock
Shelley & Gordon Seslar
Kelsay Stanton
Joyce Stevens
Marty Sullivan
Erica Swanson
Joan Talbot
Wenatchee High School Earth Club
Mike Zanol

Dave Allyn
Shirley Allyn
Jessica Anderson
Kim Anderson
Jim & Margaret Bailey
Ray Birks
Skip & Linda Claeson
Warren Clark
Sara Cornell
Ken Dull
EHS Environmental Club
John Evans
Cheryl Faust

Welcome New Members
The following individuals joined the Land Trust since January 1, 2011. Welcome, and thank you for your generous support!

The yearly progression of four 
distinct seasons is, for us, one of the 
great attractions of living in this part 
of the world. We mark the changes 
of the seasons with our own rituals 
and observations of our surroundings 
- plants, animals, weather, water and 
more. As the days lengthen and the 
hours of light equilibrate with the hours 
of darkness on the vernal equinox, the 
sun sets directly into a notch (named 
by us “the equinotch”) in the ridge to 
our west. The transition from winter 
to spring is a big deal, evidenced by the 
amount of time and journal entries we have devoted to 
our vernal observations over the past seventeen years.

By the end of March the valley bottom in our 
“neighborhood” is 90% snow-free. As the snow retreats, 
we look for coyotes who come to hunt the gophers, voles 
and mice that have been so busy under the cover of snow. 
Near the end of the month daytime highs creep into the 
60’s or occasionally the low 70’s. We are on the alert for 
the first butterflies of the year – California Tortoiseshells 
and Mourning Cloaks, which overwinter as adults. They 
emerge from their winter shelters and take flight in 
search of a drink when air temperatures rise above 62°F.

Seasons Change–Winter to Spring in the Entiat River Valley
Phil Archibald, Biologist

Along the banks of the Entiat River, 
the backwater boneyards of beaver-
chewed branches attest to their spring 
appetites. The changing sounds of 
March include the exuberant Canyon 
Wren solos which replace the ethereal 
burbling winter melodies of American 
Dippers, now tending their nest under 
a bridge. During the cool damp days 
and nights of March and April, Pacific 
Chorus Frogs (aka Tree Frogs) call 
from the most unlikely places – rocky 
talus slopes - with an increasing tempo 
that will reach a crescendo in a couple 

months when they arrive en masse at 
their floodplain breeding ponds.

We often pause to admire the red-osier dogwoods as 
their spring shades of red intensify, the yellow-green 
of willow twigs bearing new buds, and the surreal 
chartreuse of lichen made vivid by recent rain. These are 
sure signs of the changes yet to come – the appearance of 
buttercups and morels.   

Phil Archibald and Board member Kim Lohse are the 
neighbors and site stewards of the Land Trust’s Stormy Creek 
Preserve in the Entiat River Valley. You can see the beautiful 
Stormy Creek Preserve on a guided fall salmon walk led by 
Phil and Kim. Look for details this September.

Phil Archibald in the field.



June 11th 7:00 am - 10:00 am Birding at mtn. home ridge 
Join wildlife biologist Aja Woodrow and botanist Helen Lau for a birding field trip on 
our Mountain Home Ridge property overlooking the beautiful Icicle River Valley. Aja and 
Helen will help us identify by sight and sound the many different species that use Mtn. 
Home and how the habitat attracts an interesting variety of songbirds and other species.

June 15th 8:00 pm - 9:30 pm moon rise over saddle rock 
Hike up to Saddle Rock to watch as the June full moon-called the strawberry moon- 
rises over the Wenatchee Valley. Songs, stories, and poems will be shared at the top. This 
hike is moderately strenuous over steep, unstable trail. Participants need to be comfortable 
hiking by head lamp or flashlight over this type of terrain. 

July 13th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm summer picnic - save the date! 
Our annual Summer Picnic is a free, family-friendly event that is fun for all ages. A perfect 
gathering to bring a friend to get acquainted with the Land Trust. Details coming soon!

upcoming events

Now you can sign up online for Land Trust events and volunteer opportunities! Go to 
cdlandtrust.org and click What’s New for a full list of events & outings and register for 
any event with a few clicks of the mouse-or call the Land Trust office at 509-667-9708.
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Mission Statement
Conserving our land, our water, and our way of life through voluntary land  

agreements, education, partnerships, stewardship, and well-planned growth.

may 25th 7:30 am twigs and tweets at horse lake reserve
Spend the morning birding on a hike at Horse Lake Reserve and then prune shrubs growing 
over the roads on the walk out. What a great way to combine recreation and stewardship!  
Bring binoculars, gloves, pruners, a folding saw if you have one, as well as water and snacks. 

June 8th, 11th, 15th noxious weed control
Noxious weed control is one of our most important stewardship challenges. Volunteers are 
needed to help with hand pulling knapweed on our Land Trust properties. Call for times.

may & June trail work parties
Attention all trail users! We all love to get out there and have fun on the land, but our trails 
are in need of some TLC. Come and get your hands dirty with the Land Trust at a trail 
work party and help take care of the trails we are all so fortunate to enjoy. There are weekly 
work parties on Tuesdays from 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. and some Saturday work parties.  

site stewards needed
	Want a good excuse to get outside more? The Land Trust is looking for site stewards 
at Horse Lake and Day Drive to keep trailheads tidy, report issues, and be a good 
steward. No experience necessary! 

	The Land Trust also needs stewards with botany and birding expertise to do occasional 
surveys at Jacobson Preserve and Sage Hills. This is a great Citizen Science project! 

volunteer opportunities
Call Neal or Tina at 509-667-9708 or email tduffey@cdlandtrust.org for details and to RSVP.
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Chris Stahler was 
appointed this winter to 

fill an open position  
on the Board and  

Hans van Someren Gréve 
was elected to the  
Board in March. 

A strong local Board is 
one of the Land Trust’s 
greatest strengths, and 
Chris and Hans add 

exceptional knowledge 
and diverse experience.  

We are delighted  
to have them as part  

of the team!

Welcome New
Board Members!

For over one hundred years, locals 
have dreamed of protecting Saddle  
Rock as a locally owned park. You can 
help make the dream a reality.

Saddle Rock:
The Opportunity

of a Century

●	 The	Chelan-Douglas	Land	Trust	and	the	City	of	Wenatchee	are	 
working together to purchase Saddle Rock.

●	We	still	need	to	raise	$82,000	to	reach	the	$382,000	needed	for	the	
ongoing care and stewardship of the property.

Join this community effort and help protect Saddle Rock forever.
Visit the Land Trust website www.cdlandtrust.org or call (509) 667-9708 
to learn more and donate!


