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Forever Young
 Lorene Young’s Gift to the Land Trust is Realized

Jeff Parsons, Executive Director, Barn Beach Reserve 

I met Lorene Young in 2002 
when I was working on the National 
Audubon Society’s Leavenworth 
Audubon Center project.  I had visited 
Lorene to introduce myself and our 
project.  I wanted her to know what we 
had planned for property adjacent to 
hers, but I also wanted to reassure her 
that we always would do our best to be 
a good neighbor.

I ended up spending the entire 
afternoon with her.  I told her about 
Audubon’s vision to build a culture of 
conservation by establishing a nation-
wide network of Audubon Centers 
where children, adults and families learn 
about nature through direct, hands-on 
educational experiences outdoors in the natural world.  

The vision obviously struck a chord with Lorene.  
She told me about her love of the nature right there in 
her back yard.  In 1947, she and her business partners 
had purchased and moved into the house on 3.5 acres 
they called “Ramblewood.” Since then, she had cher-
ished this place she shared with the diversity of birds 
frequenting her feeders, as well as the deer, the occa-
sional black bear, and the other wildlife seen regularly 
on this beautiful property overlooking the Wenatchee 
River, just a few minute’s walk from downtown 
Leavenworth.

View of the Wenatchee River from the property. 

About two weeks 
after that delightful 
afternoon, I got a call 
from Lorene’s attorney, 
Terry McCauley.  He 
said Lorene had con-
tacted him after our 
meeting and wanted 
to put Audubon in her 
will to receive her property after her death so it could 
become part of the Audubon Center!

When Audubon decided pull out of the Audu-
bon Center project in 2005, Lorene rewrote her will 

Lorene Young in spring 2005 

(continued on next page)



There is a basalt out-
crop that is close to where I 
live, but when I go there, I am 
in a distant place and time. I 
go there often—but not nearly 
as much as I would like. I do 
know, however, that it is available when I am available, 
and its mood matches my mood. I have gone there to 
grieve over the loss of a loved one, to celebrate a simple 
occasion, to resolve some dilemma, but mostly to 
engage in the serious study of cloud patterns. 

The place pacifies as I soak in the blissful song 
of a Lazuli Bunting. Time tumbles as I examine the 
intricate patterns of pine bark, fallen onto the bunch-
grass. One bright May day, I lugged my laptop up there 
with the dubious intent of working while in that sacred 
place, but I quickly realized the travesty of my scheme. 
This crag serves an altogether different purpose.

No one really knows of my special place, except 
perhaps my dog, who is my steadfast companion on 
these ventures of body and soul. The outcrop remains 
unwavering in its welcome, but transforms in subtle 
ways that one can only discern if awareness is paid to 
those details: the gentle transition of wildflowers from 
the bright Ranunculus in March, to Scarlet Gilia in 

May, to Linear-Leafed Daisy in July. And on those 
infrequent years, I am blessed with the fleeting sight of 
Bitterroot baring itself amidst the scree. Other transi-
tions are even more ephemeral, such as the play of 
shadows on the hillsides as the winter solstice slants 
the light. All in all, that crumbling chunk of basalt is 
a blessed place that is intrinsic to all of us, and on a 
deeply personal level, I belong to it. It centers me.

I do not believe that I am alone in this recognition 
of sacred places. They are everywhere within our view, 
if we take the time to look for them. If we are careless, 
we will lose them. This is our home country. Let’s do 
all that we can to sustain and cherish it, for it treats us 
well.

Thank you for all that you do to make our com-
munity Land Trust what it is—and what it stands for. 
That rock outcrop will remain, because of you.

There is a Place I Know
Bob Bugert, Executive Director

to give her property to the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 
with the stipulation that the “Leavenworth Audubon 
Center” be operated there. 

On April 21, 2007, Lorene Young died at the 
age of 94, leaving a lasting legacy to the people of 
Leavenworth and the Wenatchee Valley.

As operator of Barn Beach Reserve, home of a 
nature and environmental learning center already oper-

Lorene Young (continued from page 1)

ating next door in the tradition of Audubon Centers, 
the Barn Beach Trust will work with the Land Trust 
to manage the property as The Leavenworth Audubon 
Center, fulfilling Lorene’s wishes.

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is deeply honored to 
receive this incredible gift, and will work with the Barn 
Beach Reserve and the Leavenworth community to provide 
a source of learning and inspiration for generations to come.

There is a place I know
Every man longs to go
Which like a fountain spring
Blessing from God these waters bring
And a voice of peace and beauty sings

Here, a man meets himself.
- Mitch Dielhenn



Thanks to countless hours by many volunteers, 
the Land Trust is gearing up for a productive spring 
in the Wenatchee Foothills. Last fall we began build-
ing our new trail from the top of Horse Lake Road 
to the northernmost section of the Sage Hills Trail.  
With help from many volunteers, Matt Rose finished 
scratching out the first ¾ mile of this trail literally days 
before the first snows.  Now that the snow is gone we 
are planning to begin construction again by the end of 
March and will need your help.  Stay tuned for dates.

Construction for the two new trailheads will 
start in early summer and we hope to be finished by 
mid-August, or early September at the latest.  These 
trailheads will provide users with proper and attrac-
tive places to park their vehicles, meet others, and learn 
more about the Sage Hills.

Foothills Trail and Trailhead 
Construction Planned for this Spring!

Matt Rose and his trail-building machine at work on the 
new Horse Lake trail, November, 2007.

Bequests & Retirement Accounts
Leave a legacy of conservation - include the Land Trust in your will. A bequest to CDLT is not subject to estate 

taxes, and you have the option to designate the use of your bequest. A bequest can be a specific amount or property,  
a percentage of your estate, or the “residual” or remaining assets in your estate after all other bequests are fulfilled. 

Retirement accounts are taxed more heavily than other assets, as they are subject to both income and estate taxes. 
Naming CDLT as a primary or contingent beneficiary of a portion of your retirement accounts allows the  

full value to pass untaxed to CDLT and is an excellent way to make a meaningful gift. 

To learn more contact Bob Bugert  at (509) 667-9708.

Every Tuesday - Weed Warriors and Trail Work

Lyn Steinbre-
cher, our Washington 
Conservation Corps 
Superstar intern, has 
set up a program to 
engage volunteers in 
land and trail restora-
tion every Tuesday 
evening this spring.  
The plan is to have 
people meet Tuesday 
evenings, April 29th 
through mid-June at 
5:30 PM, at the John Newbery School parking lot, 
and carpool to a different Wenatchee Foothills loca-
tion each week. Lyn will lead groups of Weed Warriors 
to combat noxious weeds along public trails in the 
Wenatchee Foothills. Trails Committee members will 
also be leading trail maintenance and construction 
work parties on different sections of trails in need of 
attention.

If you would like to participate in our trail work, 
please contact Patrick Walker, CDLT Trails Coordina-
tor, or Lyn Steinbrecher WCC intern, at 667-9708.  Or 
just show up on Tuesday nights. What better way to 
celebrate our Foothills trail system?

“Super” Jim Hartley (81) buffing 
out the new trail.



Welcome New  
Board Members!

Gene Kupferman, Don Meath, and Bob Ogburn 
were elected to the Board in March, and Peter Bauer and 
Kim Lohse were re-elected. Steve Milner was appointed 
to fill the remaining year of Peter Hill’s position. 

A strong local Board is one of the Land Trust’s 
greatest strengths, and Gene, Don, Bob and Steve add 
exceptional knowledge and diverse experience. They 
add geographical diversity as well, with Don living in 
Leavenworth and Steve in Chelan. We are delighted to 
have them as part of the team!

About the Paper in 
this newsletter

Reflecting our commitment to environmental 
responsibility, we have changed the paper we use for 
our newsletter. We are now using Mohawk Beckett 
Concept paper, which is made from recycled 100% 
post-consumer waste with Green-e certified wind power. 
The paper is certified by the Forest Stewardship Council 
and Green-Seal, and is carbon-neutral. Buying recycled 
products is an important component of the “reduce, 
reuse, and recycle” philosophy. Recycling conserves 
water and minerals, saves energy, and decreases green-
house gases that contribute to global climate change. 

Volunteer Opportunities
Support the Land Trust with a gift of your time! If you are interested in the following opportunities for com-

munity service, please contact the office at (509) 667-9708.

April 29, 30, and May 1 - “Shrub-steppe’n 
Up Saddlerock”. Wenatchee School Dis-
trict invites you to spend a day of adventure 
and learning on Saddlerock, surrounded by 
blooming balsamroot and excited students. 
Over 650 5th grade students will hike to 
top of Saddlerock over three days, stopping 
to partake in interpretive learning sta-
tions. Over 90 community volunteers staff 
stations using prepared scripts. Last year, 
CDLT volunteers filled over 30 teaching 
slots. To learn more or to sign up, contact 
Susan Ballinger, Field Experience Coor-
dinator for Wenatchee School District at 
ballinger.s@mail.wsd.wednet.edu or  
(509) 663-9106. 

Every Tuesday, April 29 through mid-June, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  - “Weed Warriors” and “Trail Tuesdays”. We 
will meet at John Newbery Elementary School parking lot, 850 N Western Avenue, Wenatchee, split into 
weed and trail groups, and carpool to different Wenatchee Foothills locations each week.

 Become a Weed Warrior and help our ongoing efforts to control noxious weeds that are pushing 
out the native plants in the Wenatchee Foothills. Please bring water, gloves, and (if you have one) a 
dandelion weeder or long screwdriver.

    Trail Tuesdays - we will tackle small trail maintenance projects that can really make a difference. 
Wear sturdy shoes, bring water, and a shovel or rake if you have one. Some tools provided.





•

•

Mission Statement
Conserving our land, our water, and our way of life through voluntary land  
agreements, education, partnerships, stewardship, and well-planned growth.

Tina Scull and Terry Sorom teaching about mule deer and  
yellow-bellied marmots at Saddlerock last year.



April 9 12:30 - 2:30 pm or 6:30 - 8:30 pm Nature-Themed Cards 
Professional card maker Jeanie Garrity will teach rubber stamping and paper-crafting 
techniques to make beautiful nature-themed cards. Jeanie has been teaching card making 
for a dozen years and will choose ideas that reflect our local environment. No experience 
necessary. Class size limited to 5 people, ages 13 and up. Fee of $15 covers materials and a 
donation to CDLT. Call the office at (509) 667-9708 to sign up and for class details. 

April, May, June Wildflower Walks
In partnership with the Native Plant Society, enjoy five walks to varied habitats, following the 
bloom. All walks meet at 9:00 a.m. Please contact trip leader to sign up and for trip details.

April 19 - Ted Alway leads a walk to Babcock Bench to view pediocactus. Call Ted at 
(509) 548-9404.
May 10 – Ted Alway leads a walk through the Land Trust’s Horse Lake Ranch in 
the Wenatchee Foothills. Call Ted at (509) 548-9404.
May 17 – Connie McCauley leads a walk on the Hay Canyon Ranch outside of 
Cashmere. Call Julie Sanderson at (509) 663-5261.
May 18 – Julie Sanderson leads a walk to Dry Gulch. Call Julie at (509) 663-5261.
June 22 – Julie Sanderson leads a hike to Clara Lake. Call Julie at (509) 663-5261.

April 25 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Spring Social  
See details on the back of this newsletter.

April 28 7:30 pm  Dr. Wangari Maathai 
Sleeping Lady Foundation presents Dr. Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize 
Winner. Ticket proceeds will benefit the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. See details on the 
back of this newsletter. Dr. Maathai’s memoir “Unbowed” will be available for purchase.

May 24 10:00 am – 2:00 pm White River Nature Walk  
Visit Land Trust property along the White River with wildlife biologist and artist Heather 
A. Wallis Murphy. A gentle hike covering 2 miles will take us to river and wetlands habitats. 
Enjoy spring birds, wildlife tracks, beaver action, forest wildflowers, and remarkable 
views while learning about the hydrological functions of wetlands and streamside habitat. 
Reservations required, please contact the Land Trust office at (509) 667-9708 to sign up and 
for carpool and meeting location details.

May 31 7:00 am Birding at Horse Lake 
Beth and David St. George will lead this walk through varied habitat. Likely sightings 
include Western Tanager, Lazuli Bunting, Yellow-breasted Chat, as well as warblers and 
vireos. Call the Land Trust office at (509) 667-9708 to sign up and for meeting location.
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REQUESTED

Friday, april 25, 2008    7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Cashmere Riverside Center    201 Riverside Drive, Cashmere

Please join us for a fun evening featuring complimentary dessert, coffee and lively 
conversation! Invite your friends to come and learn about the Land Trust.  

RSVP appreciated, (509) 667-9708.

Spring Social
Coming in April:

The Nobel Committee recognized Dr. Maathai “for her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and 
peace.” She is the founder of the Green Belt Movement, a grassroots organization in Kenya that helps women’s groups 
grow and plant trees to conserve and improve the environment as well as their own quality of life. 

Dr. Wangari Maathai - 2004 Nobel Peace Prize Winner

monday, april 28, 2008    7:30 p.m.

Wenatchee Free Methodist Church   1601 Fifth Street , Wenatchee

 Tickets $30, students/seniors $15, call Sleeping Lady Mountain Retreat at (509) 548-6344 

Printed on Recycled Paper - 100% post-consumer 

 Presented by the Sleeping Lady Foundation    Proceeds benefit the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust


