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The Importance of Good Stewardship 
Grant Bronk, Stewardship Coordinator

Looking back, I think we all can agree that 
2006 was a remarkable year for the Land Trust.  Put-
ting a tally to our work we find the following:

307 acres of floodplain above Lake Wenatchee 
acquired, protecting 3 miles of critical salmon 
habitat.

1557 acres of ranch-land pur-
chased atop Horse Lake Road 
in Wenatchee, ensuring the 
protection of critical mule deer 
winter range.

600 acres above Antoine Creek 
protected for local populations 
of mule deer and other wildlife.

Wow! 2464 acres protected, more 
than doubling the total number of acres 
CDLT has conserved in just one short 
calendar year.  With a year like that 
you might think it’s time to pour a little 
champagne, and put our feet up.

Hardly.  While some might feel that the job 
of protection is done once a property changes title 
or when conservation easements are signed, CDLT 
knows that legal ‘protection’ is only just the beginning.

At CDLT, we recognize that ownership and ease-
ments are but two of the many important tools of our 
trade, and that real conservation and on-going protec-
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tion come from developing a greater understanding, 
appreciation and ethic toward a piece of land, and 
from realizing that land and nature can only give so 
much before they need us to give some back.  In a 
word, we’re talking about ‘stewardship’.    

For CDLT ‘stewardship’ means many things, 
all of them important.  Sometimes it’s as simple as 
pulling a few weeds each time we hike our favorite 
trail.  Other times it means planting native streamside 
seedlings to protect our rivers.  Sometimes it means 
building a new trail and restoring an old one and 
sometimes it simply means not using a trail in winter 
when the deer need it more than we do.  Sometimes 
it means restoring old hay fields, so not to leave them 

(continued next page)

Decommissioning an eroded trail in the Sage Hills. Volunteers loosened the compacted 
soil, planted native grasses and shrubs, and placed jute mesh to control erosion.



As the staff, budget, and community profile of 
the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust have grown in recent 
years, it is easy to overlook an important fact. We could 
not function without the help of volunteers.  

In 2006 hundreds of volunteers devoted thousands 
of hours of their time to the Land Trust. Volunteers 
serve on the board, head committees, raise funds, do 
office work, send out mailings, take care of proper-
ties, build trails, lead nature walks, take photos, secure 
grants, make connections, organize events, prepare 
food, and countless other tasks. This growing cadre of 
volunteers fuels the growth and success of the Land Trust.  

Each year at the Annual Dinner we present 
Volunteer of the Year awards to individuals who have 
made extraordinary contributions to the Land Trust. 
At the Annual Dinner last fall we honored four:  Brian 
Bourgeois for work on our database, Rob Fallon for 
keeping our computers and network running, Jon Soest, 
Conservation Chair of the NCW Audubon Society, 
for his dedication to conservation in the region, and 
Wenatchee High School student Bill Bugert for his 
work on the Wenatchee Foothills Trail.

While we can only present awards to a few 
individuals each year, I want to thank every one of the 

abandoned to weeds and other times it means spying 
for salmon redds before wading into the river.  But, 
what it always means is looking closely so that we learn 
a little something more about our land that we may have 
unknowingly taken for granted the day before.

CDLT works on trails and land conservation 
because we can’t imagine life without wildlife and 
wildflowers, without clean water and clean conscience 
and we want always to make sure we have great places 
to live with plenty of open and natural spaces.  And, in 
the end we know that just having these things today 
doesn’t guarantee us having them tomorrow . . . .  It’s 
good stewardship that does.

hundreds of volunteers who contributed to our work 
last year. You are the heart and soul of the Land Trust. 

In Praise of Volunteers
Gordon Congdon, Executive Director

Stewardship (cont. from page 1)

Grant Bronk grew up on a small farm in rural New 
Hampshire, and he received an undergraduate degree from 
The University of New Hampshire. After several years 
working in sales and customer service, Grant moved to 
Montana, studied river systems in Glacier National Park 
and received a masters degree in Environmental Studies 
from The University of Montana. 

Grant spent  five years working as a land steward for 
a land trust in Missoula before becoming CDLT’s Stew-
ardship Coordinator in July of 2006. Grant is engaged to 
be married to his fiancée Susan Mattson and together they 
enjoy a variety of outdoor activities such as biking, hiking, 
skiing and simply sitting still among the wonders of nature.

CDLT member Carla Ruhs helping tackle noxious weeds 
at the Jacobson Preserve



CDLT to Add Trails Coordinator
To Focus on Leavenworth to Wenatchee Trail

The search for our new Executive Director continues 
and, at this instant, I cannot report news of great jubila-
tion. I can, however, report great optimism.

Our search to date has brought us several talented 
candidates with outstanding qualities. But so far the fit of 
earlier candidates hasn’t felt completely spot-on. 

The search continues and we have new candidates 
whom we’re extremely excited about. From their ranks 
we believe ‘the one,’ with that mysterious mix of qualities 

Executive Director Update
Andy Dappen, President of the Board

that is best for the Trust at this time, may emerge. In 
two to three weeks we will know much more. 

In the meantime Gordon remains at the helm, 
working closely with the Board and the staff on plans 
to ensure a smooth transition.  Gordon and the staff 
remain as busy ever with many exciting projects in the 
works. We are also making major upgrades to our office 
systems that will increase our capacity to handle the 
many conservation opportunities before us.  

Volunteer 
Opportunities

Support the Land Trust with a gift of your time! 

May 17, 5:30 -  7:00 p.m. - Weed Pull in the Sage Hills. 
Wear sturdy shoes, bring gloves, water, and a shovel or 
weeding tool if you have one. Meet at John Newbery 
Elementary School to carpool to the Lester trailhead. 
Please RSVP to the Land Trust.

Ongoing - Please call the office at 667-9708 if you 
would like to be added to our volunteer list.

The Land Trust is taking a big step 
towards making a trail from Leavenworth 
to Wenatchee a reality. We are excited to 
announce that we have received grant fund-
ing to create a new, full-time Trails Coor-
dinator position, and will be advertising the 
position this month. The Trails Coordinator 
will focus primarily on the Leavenworth to 
Wenatchee trail (LWT), as well as oversee-
ing the construction of two new trailheads 
in the Wenatchee Foothills.

There has been great enthusiasm for 
the idea of a trail system that would provide 
a safe, scenic way to walk or ride bikes from 
Leavenworth to Wenatchee, linking com-
munities along the way. There is also serious concern 
from some Wenatchee Valley orchardists about spray 
drift. It is clear that the LWT will require a carefully 
planned, collaborative effort among local landowners, 
communities, and citizens, including orchardists.

 We will develop an overall plan and then work 
to accomplish it piece by piece as opportunities and 
funding allow.  It will be a slow process that will take 
patience and persistence. The rapid pace of development 
in the Wenatchee River Valley is changing the landscape 
very quickly and the time to act on developing the LWT 
is now. The end result will be a spectacular asset for com-
munities all along the Wenatchee River.    

The Wenatchee River between Leavenworth and Peshastin
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New Federal Law Increases 
Conservation Tax Incentives

More landowners, including family farmers and ranchers, can now obtain a significant tax 
benefit for making the charitable donation of a conservation easement. In August, 2006 the 
Congress approved a tremendous expansion of the federal conservation tax incentive for 
conservation easement donations as part of the Pension Protection Act.

The new law: 
Raises the deduction a landowner can take for donating a conservation easement 
from 30% of their income in any year to 50%; 
Allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income;
Extends the carry-forward period for a donor to take tax deductions for a voluntary 
conservation agreement from 5 to 15 years. 

It is important to note that this only applies to easements donated in 2006 and 2007. 
Please contact us if you would like more information on conservation easements.







Changes to the IRA Charitable Deduction
In addition to the improved conservation tax incentives, the law also includes a new, limited 
time opportunity to make gifts to charities, providing increased tax benefits for the donor. 

Give More for Less: Americans over age 70½ will no longer pay federal income tax on 
individual retirement account (IRA) funds, if they are given directly to qualified charities 
such as land trusts (up to $100,000 per person in 2007). Charitable transfers will count 
toward minimum required distribution for the donor’s IRA account.

Some Restrictions Apply. Gifts may not go to donor advised funds or private foundations. 
You will not receive an additional charitable deduction because the distribution is not taxable. 

Who will benefit? Donors who are required to take mandatory minimum withdrawals, but 
do not need additional income; donors who are subject to the 2% rule that reduces their 
itemized deductions; donors who wish to give more than the deductibility limit (50% of 
AGI); and donors whose major assets reside in their IRAs and who wish to make a chari-
table gift during their lifetime.

Please speak with your estate planning professional or tax advisor to understand how this 
gift meets your tax planning as well as your personal and philanthropic goals. To discuss a 
charitable gift to the Land Trust, please contact Sharon Lunz at (509) 667-9708.

Ed and Julie Gallaudet on their 
600-acre property above Antoine 
Creek north of Lake Chelan. This 
December, the Gallaudets and CDLT 
permanently protected the property’s 
high quality bitter brush shrub steppe 
habitat with a conservation easement.



Endowment Campaign - we Did It Together!
Support for the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust’s At the Crossroads-Building an Endowment to Conserve Our Natural 

Legacy Campaign has been phenomenal! 178 Land Trust supporters have generously contributed $1,174,081 to the 
Campaign,  resulting in a $2.67 million endowment fund to sustain our conservation work forever. A special thank-
you to the Icicle Fund for its incredible generosity. If you would like to make a lasting contribution to conservation 

in our region please consider a gift of cash or appreciated assets to the Endowment Fund.
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Mission 
Statement

The Chelan-
Douglas 

Land Trust 
is dedicated 

to conserving 
our land, our 

water, and our 
way of life 

through vol-
untary land  
agreements, 
education, 

partnerships, 
steward-
ship, and 

well-planned 
growth.

Upcoming Events
April  23 6:30 - 8:00 pm Wildflower Walk - Jacobson Preserve 
Susan Ballinger and Terry Lillybridge will lead a leisurely evening walk on the trails of 
the Jacobson Preserve in the Wenatchee Foothills. Call the Land Trust office to sign up. 

April 27 7:00 - 9:00 pm Spring Social 
Join us for a fun, free evening featuring dessert, coffee and lively conversation! This is a 
great opportunity to invite your friends to come and learn about the work of the Land 
Trust. Cashmere Riverside Center, 201 Riverside Drive. RSVP appreciated 667-9708.

May 5&6 A Sense of Place: Nature Journaling Workshop 
Join artist and wildlife biologist Heather Wallis Murphy for a 1 or 2 day class. Improve 
your drawing and watercolor techniques; record field observations; unearth your point of 
view on the special place we live. For details, call the Land Trust at 667-9708. This event 
is made possible with the assistance of Walleye Cards.

May & June Wildflower Walks with the Native Plant Society
May 12, Sage Hills with Pam Camp and Terry Lillybridge. Meet at Easy St. Park 
& Ride at 9:00 a.m.
June 2, Canyon #2, with Pam Camp and Terry Lillybridge. Meet at Easy St. Park 
& Ride at 9:00 a.m.
June 9, Camas Meadow with Ted Alway. Call Ted at 548-9404 for details.
June 16, Clara Lake with Julie Sanderson. Call Julie at 663-5261 for details.

June 3 7:00 am Bird Walk on Horse Lake Ranches
Beth and David St. George will lead this walk through varied habitat, with the hope of 
seeing many different species. Call the office to sign up at (509) 667-9708.









