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Welcome to Chelan County

Kirby Billingsley (local newspaperman, public utility
leader, and visionary) foresaw the interest in our
area and in October 1965 advocated thinking ahead:
“I predict that one of these days when they
really discover how wonderful this area is, they will
come faster than we want them. So I say, let’s plan,
and plan, and plan - make this a place that can absorb
numbers of people without sacrificing the native
beauty, the natural wonders, the friendliness, the
purity, the wholesome healthful atmosphere that has
made this such a dynamic region... (One day) they will
discover it and, when they do, they’ll flood us.”

Whether you are new to the area or a longtime resident, one thing is apparent to all - Chelan
County is growing. In 2006 and 2007, Wenatchee’s
accelerated growth placed it in the top five markets
nationwide for rising home prices.
In 2006, Wenatchee also rated as the
thirteenth most secure place to live among small
towns in the United States. Our slice of Central
Washington possesses an impressive combination
of natural, scenic, urban, rural, agricultural, historic
and recreational resources. As we grow, we all need
to take steps to protect the qualities that either
brought us here or that preserve the things we have
always loved.
The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust created this
guide as a starting point to help us all preserve the
qualities that make us proud to call Chelan County
home. The Land Trust is the only local organization dedicated exclusively to protecting this region’s
natural heritage.

Welcome to the neighborhood!

© Andy Dappen, www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org

Snowshoeing at Clara Lake near Mission Ridge
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Living in Harmony with Your Local Environment
North Central Washington is a place of
extraordinary natural beauty. It’s a place characterized by sparkling clear rivers, clean air, flowered
hillsides, expansive views, spectacular mountains,
brilliant skies, and productive orchards and farms.
It’s a place brimming with outdoor recreational
opportunities for you and your family, a place
supporting abundant wildlife and diverse plant
communities, and a place where nature thrives in
the form of rain forests at the Cascade crest and
deserts in the rainshadow east of the mountains.

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust has created
this handbook as a tool we can use to ensure that
we each do our part in keeping this a special place
to live. As a small, private, non-governmental organization, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is able
to work quickly and creatively with local citizens,
helping to preserve the unique character of the
region and enhance the quality of life for residents,
visitors, and future generations.

When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he
finds it attached to the rest of the world. ~ John Muir

© Andy Dappen, www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org

Today, the natural heritage that greatly
contributes to our high quality of life and economic
vitality is threatened by our rapid growth. Without
each of us working to preserve the natural resources
and heritage of this special place, future generations
will inherit a poorer landscape.
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Stewardship in Your Own Backyard
As a new homeowner or property owner,
we encourage you to make an initial inventory of
your property to evaluate its ability to adapt and
blend in to its natural environment. By viewing
your property with an eye for wildlife habitat,
prevention of noxious weeds, wildfire mitigation,
and water and resource conservation, you will be
able to build or maintain your property for the
maximum enjoyment over the long term. Chelan
County boasts a wide variety of habitats that each
have attributes that attract new residents. We want
to help you preserve those characteristics that drew
you to the area in the first place.

Building a New Home
If you plan to build in Chelan County, there
are many considerations on how to position your
house and blend in with the natural environment.
Whether you are situated in the higher elevation
forests, along one of our beautiful rivers, or in an
expanse of sagebrush and balsamroot, you can
adapt your dwelling to enhance the neighborhood
and promote the long term survival of the natural
surroundings.
Rather than duplicate the information here,
we encourage you to read the Methow Conservancy’s Good Neighbor Handbook, (509-996-2870
or www.methowconservancy.org/gnh.html). This
free publication covers many of the issues and
options involved in building a new home: permits,
site selection, obtaining water, roads and driveways,
building for all seasons, energy options, designing
a roof to handle snow, and other matters. Contact
the Chelan County Department of Community
Development at 509-667-6225 for information on
building in Chelan County.
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If you are in the process of building or
remodeling your home, consider fire prevention
techniques in your planning process. Placement
of the home on the lot can be a major factor in
surviving wildfire. Construction materials are also
important - use those that are fire-resistant or noncombustible wherever possible. Choice of roof, wall
facing, shutters, fencing, vent coverings, and deck
materials can all make a difference in making your
home fire-resistant.
Energy conservation is an essential consideration when building a new home or remodeling an
old one. Design and construction techniques that
keep efficiency in mind benefit the environment,
improve comfort, increase the longevity of
buildings, and save costs. The Chelan County
PUD offers advice on new construction as well as
retrofitting. Low-interest rate loans are available
for adding insulation and replacing old windows
and doors. Contact the PUD’s Energy Services
Department, 509-661-8008, for assistance with
energy and water conservation issues.
BUILT GREEN Washington is a cooperative of the state’s regional green-home
building programs. By reducing the environmental impact of home construction, builders can create homes that save energy, water, resources - and money
too. The BUILT GREEN website (www.builtgreenwashington.org) provides a
checklist offering builders a menu of green building strategies. It also contains
numerous links to energy conservation incentive programs, building-materials
exchange websites, and indoor air-quality resources.
Support Renewable Energy
PUD (Public Utility District) customers who want to support local
renewable energy can install a SNAP (Sustainable Natural Alternative
Power) qualified system or voluntarily pay a little extra on their utility bills
to support solar and wind power. The SNAP program simply connects
customers who want to produce solar and wind power with other local
customers who want to support the development of new, renewable energy.
Visit the PUD website www.chelanpud.org/snap.html for more information.
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Living in Harmony with
Local Wildlife
Chelan County enjoys a wide variety of
birds and animals that add to our appreciation
of the area. However, some species can cause
particular challenges to humans, and those are
highlighted below. For more extensive information
on each animal or for animals not listed, visit the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife site:
wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/living/index.htm.

Mountains and wintering at low elevations near
the Columbia River. They are commonly seen in
pastures and on the hillsides throughout the valley.
Bears

u Domestic animals (dogs, cats, rabbits):
Humane Society, 509-662-9577

Black bears are common in Chelan County
and range over large areas. Research indicates that
the territory of a male black bear often exceeds 100
square miles and that a bear can cover 40 miles in
two days over mountainous terrain as it exploits
seasonally abundant natural forage. In general,
bears peacefully coexist with people in our area, and
they are seen on occasion. However, once a bear
finds human food, it may become a “nuisance bear”
and then the old saying that “a fed bear is a dead
bear” will often come true.

u Wild animals (deer, bears, coyotes, raccoons,
skunks, rabbits, birds):

Cougars

If you need help with animals on your
property, contact:

Information: Department of Fish and
Wildlife, 509-662-0452
Emergency: State Patrol, 509-663-9721;
press “0” and ask for a wildlife agent
Mule Deer

Mule Deer
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© Rich Beausoleil

© Don Virgovic

© Anan Interpretive Center, Alaska

Chelan County hosts one of the largest
populations of mule deer in Washington State.
They have large, dark-edged ears from which they
derive their name. Our rugged terrain and diversity
of habitats provide excellent mule deer range
summer and winter. Most mule deer in Chelan
County are migratory, summering in the Cascade

Cougars are also common in Chelan County.
As recently as January, 2007, a Leavenworth
resident punched one outside his cabin about
a mile north of Leavenworth. Cougars are
most active from dusk to dawn, although they
sometimes travel and hunt during the day.
Adult cougars typically prey on deer, elk, moose,
mountain goats, and wild sheep, with deer being
the preferred and most common prey. Other prey
species, especially for younger cougars, include
raccoons, coyotes, rabbits, hares, small rodents, and
occasionally pets and livestock. Human attacks are
rare, but old, sick, or starving young cougars have
attacked people.

Cougar
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Snakes

Spiders

There are snakes in Chelan County but
the only venomous one is the Northern Pacific
rattlesnake (also known as the western rattlesnake).
They hunt mostly at night, looking for mice,
lizards, woodrats, ground squirrels, and young
rabbits and marmots. Rattlesnakes are not
aggressive and want to avoid you as much as you
want to avoid them.

The benefits we realize from spiders preying
on insects, mites, and other spiders far outweigh
their health hazard to humans. However, you
should be aware that we have two species of
venomous spiders in this area. The western
black widow is a velvety, jet-black color and the
underside of the abdomen of the adult female
usually shows two reddish markings, often
resembling the shape of an hourglass. They are shy,
retiring spiders and bite reluctantly, usually only
when molested.

Don’t be fooled by the gopher snakes (bull
snakes) which share the same range and habitat
with rattlesnakes and are often mistaken for
rattlesnakes. They are similar in coloration, and
the gopher snake’s impressive display of coiling,
striking, and loud hissing can be deceiving. This
noise resembles the sound of a rattlesnake and
the gopher snake will also vibrate the tip of its
tail in dry grass and leaves, further mimicking a
rattlesnake. Finally, it can also spread and flatten
its head, thereby resembling a rattler even more.
However, it is not venomous. It is a constrictor,
killing prey - mostly small rodents - by squeezing
them until the prey suffocates.

T i ck s

The bad news: Chelan County is the perfect
climate for ticks. The good news: It is easy to
protect yourself from ticks, and there have been no
cases of tick-related diseases in Chelan County.

Western Rattlesnake
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© University of Nebraska

If you encounter a rattlesnake, just move
away. A rattlesnake will coil into a defensive
posture if it cannot escape by crawling away,
emphasize its warning with its distinctive rattle,
and strike only as a last resort. All of these
warnings are meant to help avoid conflict. If it does
strike, a rattlesnake bite is generally not fatal.

The aggressive house spider, or hobo spider,
is medium to medium large (the body alone
can be up to 3/4” in length), brown, and has a
multiple chevron pattern on the abdomen. This
spider builds funnel webs in dark, moist areas,
often in basements, and sits in the mouth of the
funnel waiting for prey. It is usually found only
on the ground or lower floors, and is called the
“aggressive house spider” because it bites with little
provocation when cornered or threatened.

Black-legged Tick

Washington
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To Protect Yourself from Ticks:

D o n ’ t To u c h t h e W i l d l i f e

u Stay in the center of hiking trails. Avoid tall
grass and shrubs.

u Always look where you place your hands; don’t
poke bare fingers into dark cracks and crevices.
Wear gloves to clean up garages, woodpiles,
debris areas, and undisturbed storage areas.
Inspect firewood for spiders and eggs before
bringing into your home.

u Wear long-sleeved shirts tight at the wrists,
long pants tucked into socks, and shoes covering
the entire foot. Light-colored clothes show ticks
more easily.

u Look where you are placing your feet. Snakes
would rather flee than risk an encounter but
they must know you are coming.

u Examine your body for ticks. Pay special
attention to your head, back, neck, armpits and
groin area.

u Cultivate a healthy sense of awareness when
hiking or mountain biking; don’t let small
children run too far ahead or trail behind.

u Examine pets closely for ticks on a daily basis.
u Wearing an insect repellent can help.

u Drive carefully, especially at night (45 mph), to
reduce your chances of maiming or killing deer
or bighorn sheep.
Don’t Feed the Wildlife

© Dan Wolaver

Feeding wildlife introduces harmful foods
in their digestive tracts, draws them in amongst
humans, and changes their behavior from wariness
to one of comfort or even aggression. Feeding
small mammals (feral cats, raccoons) attracts them
and their predators. Feeding deer in your yard
might also attract cougars.
u Your bird feeder is food. Keep it off the ground.
Spilled bird seed is wonderful food for mice, rats
and raccoons, which can attract snakes and coyotes.
u Your garbage is food. Keep it secured.

How to Enhance Peaceful
Coexistence with Wildlife

u Your pet food is food. Keep it in the house.

As Chelan County’s population grows, the
greatest threat to wildlife is loss of habitat through
development and human disturbance. But there
are things you can do to promote a more peaceful
coexistence with wildlife. It is far easier to prevent
a problem then to cure one. The steps below can
help homeowners discourage wildlife from making
pests of themselves or becoming serious threats:
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u Your pets can become food. Keep them inside,
especially at night, away from raccoons, coyotes
and cougars.
u Your poultry can become food. Enclose poultry
(chickens, ducks, and turkeys) in a secure
outdoor pen.
u Your outdoor livestock can become prey. Protect
them and consider using guard animals such as
dogs, donkeys, or llamas.
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u Protect your small children in cougar country
- they act like prey.
u Your garden and fruit trees are food. Keep them
fenced, covered, or picked up.
u Your compost is food. Cover it with lime or
12 inches of soil to prevent smells, and never
include animal matter which attracts coyotes.
Better yet, use a securely covered compost
structure. A covered worm box is another
alternative.

u Household chemicals can be ingested as food.
Use chemicals carefully or preferably, not at all.
Fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides are toxic to
some animals.
u Use landscaping plants that deer are not as
likely to eat. Wrap vulnerable plants with plastic
mesh over the winter to protect them when the
deer are most abundant.
Don’t Shelter the Wildlife

u Prune shrubs and trees around children’s play
areas to remove wildlife hiding spots.
u Eliminate access to denning sites. Raccoons
commonly use chimneys, attics, and spaces
under houses, porches, and sheds as den sites.
u Screen, seal and caulk all vents, attic access
points, windows and doors. Box in your eaves to
remove nesting platforms.
u The reduction of shelter (rock piles, woodpiles,
tall grass) limits hiding places for snakes and the
habitat used by mice and other rodents, which
are food for snakes.
u Use lights at night only as needed. Some
animals, like flying squirrels, require darkness for
survival and are vulnerable in lit areas.
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u Barbecue grills can be a food source. Wash
barbecue grills immediately after use, and keep
any fish parts and meat waste in your freezer
until they can be disposed of properly.

Pets and their Interaction
with Wildlife
Many parts of Chelan County may seem
like paradise for a pet, but pets can wreak havoc
on native wildlife. A dog or cat may never catch
anything, but a well-fed pet forces wildlife to spend
precious energy during the chase. Also, unvaccinated pets can spread a host of diseases to wild
animals.
Washington State law holds dog owners
liable for any wildlife harassment, and under the
law a game warden, sheriff or livestock owner can
destroy a dog on the spot. If an owner receives a
written complaint from the sheriff or game warden
about their dog, the owner will be held liable
and may be found guilty of a misdemeanor. The
best protection for you, for wildlife and for your
dog is to train it to stay close - or to use a leash
- whenever you’re outside.
Cats take a significant toll on small
mammals, bats, and birds. Cats often fall victim
to coyotes, cougars, and other predators. You can
protect both wildlife and your pet by keeping cats
indoors.
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Managing Your Weeds

Wanted Dead Not Alive!

Weeds are more than just a nuisance. Weeds
that have been introduced to Central Washington
in the past have totally changed the landscape and
natural ecosystem. Noxious weeds are spreading
at an alarming rate and seriously threatening
rangelands, forests, wetlands, and croplands. Weeds
displace native plants, reduce habitat for native
animals, and threaten the diversity of wildlands.
They spoil pastures and rangelands, alter soil
fertility, dry up water supplies, poison animals,
decrease agricultural production, clog rivers, and
reduce the recreational value of wildlands.
Invasive species typically grow quickly and die
during the hottest part of the summer. Dry weeds
burn at high temperatures and wind can quickly
spread a brush fire around your home. Sparks from
cars, tools, cigarettes, or lightning can quickly lead
to devastating fires. Establishing a weed-free buffer
around your home reduces fire danger.

Top 10 Noxious Weeds in
Chelan County

Dalmatian Toadflax

Diffuse Knapweed

Eurasian Watermilfoil

Longspine Sandbur

Puncturevine (or Goathead)

Purple Loosestrife

Russian Knapweed

Scotch Broom (Scot’s Broom)

St. Johnswort

Yellow Starthistle

What is a Noxious Weed?

Noxious weeds are nonnative plants that have
been introduced to Washington through human
actions. Because of their aggressive growth and
lack of natural enemies in North America, these
species are highly destructive, competitive, and
difficult to control. “Noxious” is a legal designation,
determined by a weed’s potential threat ecologically, socially or economically. Landowners are
legally required to control noxious weeds on their
land and to prevent seed formation and infestation
of adjacent lands.

Dalmation Toadflax © Bob Nowierski, Montana State University, Bugwood.org; Diffuse Knapweed ©
Norman E. Rees, USDA Agricultural Research Service, Bugwood.org; Watermilfoil © Alison Fox, University
of Florida, Bugwood.org; Longspine Sandbur © Virginia Tech; Puncturevine © Forest & Kim Starr, United
States Geological Survey, Bugwood.org; Loosestrife © John D. Byrd, Mississippi State University, Bugwood.
org; Russian Knapweed © Steve Dewey, Utah State University, Bugwood.org; Scotch Broom © Utah State
University Archive, Utah State University, Bugwood.org; St. Johnswort © Eric Coombs, Oregon Department
of Agriculture, Bugwood.org; Yellow Starthistle © Steve Dewey, Utah State University, Bugwood.org
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Controlling Noxious Weeds

Using an integrated approach to controlling
weeds is generally most successful. An integrated
approach includes using all methods of control
when feasible. These include: mechanical, cultural,
chemical, and biological.
The most productive and cost effective
approach to controlling weeds is learning how to
recognize and eliminate weeds before they become
established:
u Control weeds on your property by removing
and replanting.
u Do not plant invasive weeds.
u Walk on established trails and remove plant
material from your shoes and clothing before
and after hiking.

To learn to identify all of the weeds in your
yard, volunteer to help weed trails and natural areas
for the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, 509-6679708.
For pictures and information on specific
noxious weeds, check out the following:
www.co.chelan.wa.us/nw/nw_weed_photos.htm
biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium/imagecollection.php
www.invasive.org
dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr//LANDS/Weeds/weedid.htm
To identify a weed from your yard, you need
to know the color of its flower:
www.nwcb.wa.gov/weed_ID/weed_id_1.htm

u Don’t pick the flowers of noxious weeds and
take them home.
u Keep vehicles out of weed patches and check
for clinging weeds before leaving an area.
u Keep pets and pack animals out of weed patches.
u Feed pack animals processed food pellets before
and during backcountry trips to avoid transporting seed in animal feces.
u Pack animals should be brushed and their
hooves cleaned to eliminate weed seeds.
© http://www.dot.ca.gov

u Check watercraft and trailer for clinging aquatic
weeds.
u Volunteer to pull weeds on local trails and roads.

For information on identifying noxious
weeds and controlling them on your property, visit
the Chelan County Noxious Weed Control Board
website at www.co.chelan.wa.us/nw/nw_main.htm
or call 509-667-6550.
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Noxious weeds can be controlled by weed eating goats
- who actually prefer weeds over grass! One of their
favorite foods is knapweed. Contact the Chelan-Douglas
Land Trust for local goat herd information.
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Finally, more and more people in the West are
moving into the Wildland-Urban Interface
(WUI), defined as the area where structures and
other human development meet or intermingle
with undeveloped wildland. The expansion of this
interface increases the likelihood that wildfires will
threaten structures and people.

© John Marshall

The goal for homeowners living in the WUI
is to make their homes as defensible as possible
against wildfire. You may think this will never
affect you, but wildfires have threatened many
Chelan County residents in recent years. In the last
few years alone, the Tinpan Fire (2006) burned
9300 acres near Entiat, the Dirty Face Fire (2005)
burned 1150 acres near Lake Wenatchee, and the
Fischer Fire (2004) burned over 16,000 acres in
the Wenatchee River Valley. Even in Wenatchee,
homes were threatened by the Castle Rock fire of
2004, and 24 homes were destroyed by the Castle
Rock Canyon fire of 1992.
What is Defensible Space?

Hatchery
Creek Fire,
Wenatchee
National
Forest in
1994. Crown
fire in thick
Douglas
fir timber
along
Wenatchee
River in
Tumwater
Canyon.

Protecting Your Home from
Wildfire
We live in an area where fire has
always played a prominent role in the natural
environment. Fire is a natural result of our
summer thunderstorms and, in the past, fires
have thinned the forests and cleared out the
undergrowth and the dead and diseased trees.
When allowed to burn, fires play a vital role in
maintaining healthy forests.
Decades of fire suppression, however, have
created a more dangerous environment where
fires burn larger and more intensely. In addition,
climate change has led to drier summers causing
the fuels in the forest to be more flammable.
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The first task in defending your home from
wildfire is to create a defensible space on all sides of
your house. This is an area between your house and
an oncoming fire where the vegetation has been
modified to reduce the wildfire threat and provide
an opportunity for firefighters to effectively defend
your house. Firefighting resources are limited, and
if firefighters have to choose which home to save,
they will choose the one more likely to survive. You
want this to be your home!
To stop or slow a fire, a defensible space
should be at least 30 feet wide and include an
access for firefighters. The slope of your property
is a key factor in the amount of space needed,
as is the aspect (which direction you face), and
its location relative to a gully. Use the following
publication to help plan your defensible space:
www.fs.fed.us/r3/publications/documents/livingwithfire.pdf
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Creating your Defensible Space

After defining your defensible space, think
about each plant in the zone. What can be done to
make it less likely to spread wildfire through your
yard to your house? Does it need to be removed,
reduced or replaced?
Remove all dead plant matter, flammable
plants, and plants that will transmit the fire closer
to your house. Remove debris from your roof.
Remove wood piles from the area around the
house (place at least 50 feet away).
Reduction includes pruning out dead wood
and branches, and mowing dried grass. Once you
have your yard cleaned up, replace more dangerous
plants with less flammable ones. Removing a bed
of juniper and replacing it with an irrigated flower
bed is an example of an effective way to reduce the
fuels that feed a wildfire.

This pamphlet is very well done: Is Your
Home Protected from Wildfire Disaster?,
www.firewise.org/resources/files/wildfr2.pdf.
Another highly recommended publication is:
Protecting and Landscaping Homes in the Wildland/
Urban Interface, www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/
FireProtectBro.pdf, 208-885-7982.

0-30 Feet

30-100 Feet

100-200 Feet

Establish a wellirrigated area around
your home. Plantings
should be limited to
carefully spaced fireresistant species.

Place low-growing
plants, shrubs and
trees in this area.
Trees should be
spaced at least 10
feet apart with all
dead and dying
limbs removed. For
trees taller than 18
feet, remove lower
branches to within
6 feet of the ground.

This area should
be a slightly
modified natural
zone. Thin selected
trees and remove
highly flammable
vegetation such as
dead or dying trees
and shrubs.

© Firewise Community Program

The Firewise Communities program website
(www.firewise.org) offers many examples and

illustrations to guide you through this process. It
also has checklists to keep you from overlooking
important details.

T o o l s

for

Living

in

Chelan

County,

Washington

P a g e 13

Landscaping Your Yard

hummingbirds, butterflies, bees, and other insects
upon which our ecosystem depends.

Once you have cleared your property of
noxious weeds, habitats that would encourage
troublesome wildlife visitors, and plants that would
be a conduit for wildfire, it is time to consider
landscaping in a manner consistent with our dry
climate, and our limited water supply, yet with an
eye toward enhancing the surroundings.

Native plants will need a little care in their
infancy to develop healthy root systems, so provide
them with supplemental water the first couple
of years. After that, most natives planted in a
favorable site require little additional attention.
Derby Canyon Natives in Peshastin (509548-9404) will provide you with information
on purchasing and growing native plants. Their
website includes extensive reference material for
designing your new landscape (www.derbycanyonnatives.com).

An excellent resource is the WSU Master
Gardener Program (www.ncw.wsu.edu or call 509664-5540). Master gardeners have been trained
to educate local community members to manage
their landscapes and gardens in a science-based,
sustainable manner. They address environmental
and social priorities such as water conservation, the
protection of water quality, reducing the impact
of invasive species, increasing public awareness of
the value of home and public landscapes, and the
opportunities for healthy living through gardening.
This is a free service.

Another resource is the Native Plant Society
which has additional information by county or by
region (www.wnps.org/plant_lists/counties/chelan/
chelan_county.html).
Water Conservation

Over half of all household water goes into
landscaping, which makes watering efficiently one
of the best and easiest ways to save water. We live
in a climate where water is in short supply during
our growing season. You can save water in your
garden without compromising an attractive setting.

Native Plants

Consider using native plants when planning
your landscaping. Native plants are better adapted
to our climate, require less water once established,
resist native pests and disease better, and require
little fertilizer and no pesticides. Native plants
provide the food, shelter, and nesting habitat
favored by our local birdlife. Use of native plants
will make your garden a sanctuary for songbirds,

© Gary Monroe

© Andy Dappen, www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org

Many techniques such as using an irrigation
controller to deliver water at the most effective
time of the day, using water-saving tools, practicing
xeriscape gardening, and other information on

Penstemon is a popular native plant for local gardens.
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conserving water outdoors can be found at www.
wateruseitwisely.com. Contact the Chelan County
PUD to see if you may qualify for a low-interest
rate loan for irrigation system improvements.

your landscape to welcome the birds and insects,
think about providing food and shelter for them.
They need places protecting them from predators
and humans, protecting them from the elements, and
providing places to nest and breed.

Xeriscape
Deer Resistant Plants

Xeriscape gardening does not mean filling
your yard with rocks and gravel. It does not mean
a boring mono-culture of spiny plants. Xeriscape
means planning your garden for water conservation
and beauty, selecting low-water plants, mulching
properly, and watering in the right amount at the
most effective time of day.

Another factor to consider while choosing
plants for your yard, other than their need for
water, is whether they are resistant to deer. Deer
roam much of the county and are more prevalent
around homes in winter. You can try to fence them
out, but that is not always an option. Using deerresistant plants can be a lot cheaper and a lot more
aesthetically pleasing.

For ideas on how to incorporate xeriscaping
into your landscaping, visit the Xeriscape Garden
overlooking the Columbia River in Wenatchee’s
Riverfront Park. It was designed and planted
by the Master Gardeners in partnership with
the Chelan County PUD. The garden can be
reached by parking at the end of Fifth Street and
walking south on the Loop Trail. For additional
information, see www.xeriscape.org.

A walk or drive through your neighborhood can give you the best idea of what plants are
less palatable to deer. Whether or not a particular
plant will be eaten depends upon several factors:
the deer’s nutritional needs, its previous feeding
experience, plant palatability, time of year, and
availability of other food. When preferred foods are
scarce, there are few plants that deer will not eat.

Encouraging Wildlife

For lists of deer-resistant native plants, see:
www.derbycanyonnatives.com.

We have previously listed ideas on how to
dissuade pesky wildlife from loitering on your
property. But there are those birds and insects that
you might like to attract. Native plants are a yearround food source for our wildlife. When planning

Arrowleaf balsamroot

T o o l s
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For a more general list of deer-resistant
plants for Washington, visit wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/
living/deer.htm#landscaping.

Mule Deer on lawn
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Fire Resistant Plants

Alternatives to Pesticides

Include plants in your landscape that are
green, and low and discontinuous, especially as
you get closer to structures. Lawns, groundcovers,
bedding plants, perennial flowers, and shorter
deciduous shrubs accomplish this. Avoid the
native plants that contain volatile oils and are quite
flammable - sagebrush, ceanothus, bitterbrush, and
juniper. Finally, a sprinkler system can establish a
well-tended perimeter around your home.

and Herbicides

A great resource for learning more about
defensible space, making your home survivable,
and fire-wise plants:
u www.fs.fed.us/r3/publications/documents/
livingwithfire.pdf
For lists of plants that are attractive, less
flammable, and suited for our climate, see:
u Firescape Plant Materials reprint from WSU
Chelan County Master Gardeners
u www.lowes.com/lowes/lkn?action=howTo&p=
LawnGarden/FireResistantPlants
u http://extension.oregonstate.edu/deschutes/
FireResPlants02.pdf
u www.firesafespokane.com/plants.html
u http://extension.oregonstate.edu/deschutes/
forestry/documents/FireResPlantsPictorial.pdf

The chemicals you use in your yard can
harm you and your family, your pets, and the
environment. Pesticides contain toxic ingredients.
Often these products are toxic by ingestion,
inhalation, and skin contact. Many pesticides
are toxic to pets. Most insecticides are toxic to
all insects, including those that are harmless or
beneficial. Many pesticides are also highly toxic to
birds, bees, and fish.
Some pesticides and herbicides are highly
mobile and can contaminate ground water or
surface water. Despite the misleading term,
“inert” ingredients can also be toxic, flammable, or
corrosive. Sometimes they are more hazardous than
the active ingredients.
Scientific studies show that pesticides applied
to lawns are tracked in the home and can be found
in carpet dust and on tables, window sills, and
other surfaces. Children pick up these residues on
their hands and transfer them to their mouths.
Seek out safer methods of dealing with lawn
and garden pests. Use pesticides and herbicides
sparingly, if at all. The following website offers
information on safer alternatives: www.watoxics.
org/homes-and-gardens/fastfacts/fastfacts-main.

© Donna Dewhurst

u http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/html/
pnw/pnw590

Wilson’s Warbler arrives in May.
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Our local Master Gardener website is
building a database of the least toxic strategies of
dealing with our local yard pests. In their words: A
small amount of pest damage is usually tolerable
with little harm to plants. The following listed
methods can help manage these pests and reduce
the use of longer-lasting and more toxic products.
Most pest problems can be prevented by early
detection and very basic management measures.
Some of the physical measures include barriers,
traps, and handpicking. These methods may be all
that are needed to control an existing pest problem.
Use of any control products should be considered
as a last resort. Any product should be applied with
proper timing to obtain best results. See: www.ncw.
wsu.edu/mg/pests.html.

Locally grown produce at the Wenatchee Farmers Market.

Avo i d i n g L i g h t Po l l u t i o n

Another factor to consider when landscaping
your property is your use of light. It is important
to have good lighting at night to avoid injuries,
deter nuisance wildlife, and provide security.
However, up to 45 percent of light pollution is
caused by residential lighting. Light pollution is
best described as artificial light that is allowed to
illuminate or pollute areas not intended to be lit.
Light pollution interferes with nocturnal animals
and alters their behaviors. It can also be annoying
to your human neighbors.
For domestic security lights, a 150-watt lamp
is adequate. Make sure the lights are correctly
adjusted to illuminate only the surface intended
and do not throw light onto a neighboring
property. Motion detectors on security lights
should be adjusted so that they only pick up
movement in the target area. Be a good neighbor,
shield your lights.

Locally Grown Foods
Locally grown foods are widely available in Chelan
County. For fresh produce during the growing season,
visit one of the small farms or fruit stands that you see
along the road. Many farms sell to drop-in visitors
even if there is no stand. For good bargains, check
the classifieds for U-pick opportunities. There are
farmers markets in Wenatchee, Leavenworth and
Chelan where you can buy fresh fruit, vegetables,
breads, meats, flowers, and other goods directly from
local farmers. Help support our local farmers and
businesses and help save gas too (how do you think
those imported bananas get here?)
For information about our local farmers markets,
check: Wenatchee Valley Farmers Market, www.
wenatcheefarmersmarket.com, 509-663-8712.
For information on local foods, local farms, produce
stands, bakeries, restaurants serving local foods: EAT,
www.eatncw.org.
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Stewardship in Your Daily Routine

Commute times in the Wenatchee Valley
are increasing. While our commutes may be short
relative to large cities, the Wenatchee Valley Transportation Council is predicting severe congestion
on Wenatchee’s main streets by 2010 and bumperto-bumper gridlock by 2025. Because of the
geographic constraints of the Columbia River,
Wenatchee River, and western foothills, there is
no room to add more streets or widen roads to
accommodate more traffic. Local officials say
having fewer cars on the road - and not building
more roads - is the only long-term solution to
traffic woes in the valley.

© Andy Dappen, www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org

Commuting

Cycling the Wenatchee Valley’s quiet back roads.

This leads us to Link Transit. Link Transit
is the local bus system for Chelan and Douglas
Counties. They provide fixed route bus service
and also door-to-door service for residents with
disabilities. Bike racks on the front of the buses
accommodate those who wish to combine transportation modes. Check out the routes at:
www.linktransit.com or call 509-662-1155.

© Andy Dappen, www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org

Vary your commute by walking or riding your
bike to work. The combined benefits of getting
your daily exercise while helping congestion and the
environment has multiple payoffs. Whether you are
commuting within town or coming from outlying
areas, there are bike routes that will fit your needs.
For detailed information on bike commuting
in the county, check out “Bike Commuting around
Wenatchee” in the Biking-Road guidebook at
www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org.
For a map of bike routes in Wenatchee: City
of Wenatchee, 509-664-3300, www.wenatcheewa.
gov/Index.aspx?page=172, select “B” then select
Bicycle Map.
The Apple Capital Loop Trail.
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Recycling Your Household
Materials
We can have a major impact on the amount
of garbage produced in our area by becoming
aware of how much we throw out and changing
some of our habits about buying and using things.
An estimated 40 percent of what gets put in
landfills could be eliminated if we all used better
waste-reduction and composting practices.
Environmentally aware consumers are
producing less waste by practicing the 3-Rs:
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. They are buying products
with less packaging, using reusable containers,
maintaining and repairing products, participating
in recycling programs, and buying products made
from recycled materials.
Waste is an expensive and inefficient use of
our resources. When you avoid making garbage
in the first place, you don’t have to worry about
disposing of waste or recycling it later. Recycling
conserves natural resources such as timber,
water and minerals, saves energy, and decreases
greenhouse gases that contribute to global climate
change. Changing your habits is the key, so before
you buy, use or discard an item, ask yourself:

R e d u c e : Can I buy this product with less

www.epa.gov/msw/reduce.htm.
For the agency’s Consumer’s Handbook for
Reducing Solid Waste: www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
non-hw/reduce/catbook/index.htm.
Composting

Organic materials comprise over half of the
solid waste generated in Washington. In the past,
organic materials have been dumped in landfills or
burned. These disposal methods can waste valuable
landfill space and contribute to poor air quality.
Another form of recycling is composting.
Composting is the controlled biological decomposition of organic matter, such as food and
yard wastes, into humus, a soil-like material.
Composting is nature’s way of recycling organic
waste into new soil, which can be used in vegetable
and flower gardens, landscaping, and many other
applications.
For a fee, the Dryden Transfer Station will
accept your yard waste for composting.
For information on how to compost your
own yard and food waste, check out the website of
WSU Chelan County Master Gardeners:
www.ncw.wsu.edu/mg/compost.html.

packaging?

R e u s e : Can I or someone else use this
again?

R e c y c l e : Can I recycle this after I use it?
B u y R e c y c l e d : Can I get this item
with recycled content?
For more information from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on reducing waste:
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Recycling in Chelan County

Recycle the following:
Notes		
Cashmere
		
Chelan
Curb-side
				

Cashme
Recyclin
Center

Aluminum Cans

Clean and dry

l

l

l

Cans-tin or steel

Rinse clean; not necessary to remove labels for
most locations

l

l

l

Scrap metal

Limits apply, contact recycler for details

l			

Cardboard-corrugated

Flattened, may have size limit, not waxy

l

l

Chipboard (food boxes)

Interior must be gray/brown board, not white

l

l

l

Glass-clear

Light colored wine cooler bottles are
NOT considered clear

l

l

l

Glass-colored

Clean and dry

l

l

l				

Mixed Paper

Junk mail, office paper, paper egg cartons,
phone books

l

l

l

Magazines

Magazines, catalogs, glossy paper

l

l

l

Newspaper

Include all sections & advertisements

l

l

l

Plastic #1 (PETE)

Plastic bottles that you can see through,
including water bottles & pop liter bottles

l

l

l

Plastic #2 (HDPE) clear

Plastic milk, water, or juice jugs

l

l

l

Plastic #2 (HDPE) opaque

Opaque milk jugs

l

l

l

Plastic #2 colored, #5, #7

Plastic jars, bottles, jugs, tubs - dairy, laundry,		
beverage, food, shampoo, vitamins

Plastic #4 Grocery Bags

At most large grocery stores

								

Plastic #6 (Polystyrene)

Take meat trays, egg cartons to Dolco Packaging

								

Yard Waste

May be a fee

					

l			

More information about recycling in Chelan County can be found online at: www.co.chelan.wa.us/pw/pw_solid_waste.htm, or 509-6
recycling market which determines what is currently accepted at the various drop-off sites.
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ere
ng
r

Dryden 		
Transfer
Entiat
Station		
l

Leavenworth Wenatchee
Recycles
Curb-side
Drop-off site		

l

l

l

Wenatchee
Michelsen’s
Recycling

Rural Chelan
County
Curb-side

l

l

How to Recycle
• Make sure all recyclable items
are clean and dry.
• Remove the lids to jars or

l

l		

l

bottles - they are not recyclable,

l

l

l			

l		

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

for Waste Management service).

l

l		

l

l

l

• To determine what type of

with the exception of steel lids.
• Remove labels from cans for
some locations (not necessary

plastic you have, look for the

				
l		

l

l		

l

l

l

l

triangle with a number inside,
usually located on the bottom.
• “Corrugated cardboard” is a

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l		

l

l

l

l

sandwich of cardboard with a
wavy line (the corrugated part)
in the middle. “Chipboard” is a
solid piece of heavy paper or
cardboard and is found in many

l			

l

l

l

cereal and cracker boxes.

l			

l

l

l

At drop-off locations please

l		

l

					

place recyclables in the correct
bin. Dumping trash in recycling
bins jeopardizes the recycling

								

opportunity for everyone and

								

may result in the contents ending
up in the landfill instead of being

l					

recycled.

667-6415. Please check this site often, it is updated every couple of months to keep pace with the

T o o l s

for

Living

in

Chelan

County,

Washington

Page 21

Recycling Center Locations

We n a t ch e e

Cashmere

The City of Cashmere provides curbside
recycling twice a month, as part of routine garbage
pickup. There is also a drop-off site at the end of
River Street. Yard waste is picked up twice a year at
advertised times.
Cashmere Recycle Center
Operated by the City of Cashmere
End of River St., Cashmere
Phone: 509-782-3513
Chelan and Manson

North Chelan County Recycling Center
Across the street from Wal-Mart, Chelan
Phone: 509-682-4663

Curbside recycling is provided every week
for single-family residential customers as part of
regular garbage service. The City of Wenatchee
contracts with Waste Management Inc. for this
service and handles the billing. Bagged yard debris
is picked up weekly and is not composted.
Wenatchee Transfer Station
Operated by Waste Management
1421 S. Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
Phone: 509-662-8885
No recycling at the transfer station. City
residents are also allowed to deliver four level
pickup beds per year (up to ten yards) of yard
debris or household garbage to the Transfer
Station. These materials are not recycled.
Central Washington Recycling
Managed by Michelsen Packaging
1105 Hawley St., Wenatchee
(Located behind Sav-Mart)
Phone: 509-663-6671
Michelsen Packaging Phone: 509-662-2157

D r y d e n Tr a n s f e r S t a t i o n

Operated by Chelan County
Hwy. 2, Dryden
Phone: 509-548-5592
Directions: Located one mile east of the
Hwy. 2 and Hwy. 97/Blewett Pass intersection
(Big-Y Junction). Entry is only possible from the
eastbound lanes of Hwy. 2. Bulky waste items are
collected once a year.

Dolco Packaging Corp.
1121 South Columbia St., Wenatchee
(adjacent to lot at Snyder’s Bread store)
Phone: 509-663-8541

Entiat

Chelan County

There are recycling bins in the parking lot of
City Hall. These bins are serviced by the City of
Chelan, and are available for public drop-off.

Rural county residents may choose to sign up
with Waste Management to have their recyclables
picked up at a monthly charge of $6.80. Call 509662-4591.

14070 Kinzel St., Entiat
Phone: 509-784-1500

Waste Management, 509-662-4591,
www.wmnorthwest.com/washington.html, select
Wenatchee or Chelan County.

Leavenwor th

Operated by Leavenworth Recycles
10265 County Shop Rd., Leavenworth
(County gravel pile, off of Chumstick Hwy.)
leavenworthrecycles.org
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Where to Recycle Other
Household Items

S t y ro fo a m Pa ck a g i n g Pe a n u t s

UPS Store (E Wenatchee, Wenatchee), Das
Copy Shoppe (Leavenworth)

Cell Phones

Community Technology of NCW, Home
Depot, Office Depot, Staples, Wenatchee Valley
Humane Society
Computers, Monitors,
Printers

Community Technology of NCW
113 Second St., Suite 111
Wenatchee, WA
www.4nccn.org
Phone: 509-662-6156

Plastic #6 (Polystyrene)

Dolco Packaging Corp.
1121 South Columbia Street
Wenatchee, WA
Phone: 509-663-8541
(Adjacent to lot at Snyder’s Bread store)
Turn east on Ferry, right on Columbia, and
look for a wooden booth inside the left corner of
a fenced area to the right of the Lifeline Building,
opposite a blue building with the address #1000.

Donate old computers to this nonprofit
organization which provides computers and basic
training to low-income families of students in
NCW school districts. They accept computers in
any condition. Computers deemed obsolete have
their components separated and recycled. Newer
computers are sanitized and sold to low-income
families. Drop-offs are by appointment only.
Staples, Office Depot
Recycle computers, monitors, keyboards and
printers for a $5 - $15 fee, depending on the item.
P DA s a n d Pa g e r s

Staples, Office Depot

There are over 800 million retired cell phones
discarded in drawers and desks in the United States
with over 140 million more entering the waste
stream each year. Recycling cell phones protects
landfills from the many potentially hazardous
chemicals found in the phones, including antimony,
arsenic, copper, cadmium, lead, and zinc.

Printer Cartridges

Community Technology, Wenatchee Valley
Humane Society, Office Depot, Staples (laser toner
cartridges)
R e ch a r g e a b l e B a tt e r i e s

Home Depot, Radio Shack, Staples
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Recycling Automotive Products
Used Motor Oil and Antifreeze:

Free drop-offs during the annual hazardous
waste collection on the first Saturday in October in
Wenatchee, Chelan, Peshastin, and Entiat.
During the remainder of the year, recycle
used motor oil at: Schuck’s Auto Supply, Central
WA Recycling, Kwik Lube, Dryden Transfer
Station, All-Season Rental & Storage (Chelan),
Chelan Bus Garage.
T ires and Auto Batteries:

Les Schwab (Wenatchee, Chelan), Sound
Tires (Wenatchee), Sears (E. Wenatchee), TDS
(Wenatchee), Sunset Tire (Cashmere); fees vary.

Recycling Metal Products

Free drop-offs during Chelan County
Cleanup Days in April in Wenatchee, Dryden,
Entiat, Chelan, and Malaga.
During the remainder of the year: Dryden
Transfer Station for minimum fee of $10.
Included: Large appliances such as hot
water tanks and stoves, 6-foot pipe lengths or less,
refrigerators, freezers, air-conditioners at most
sites, microwaves, dryers, steel bath tubs, aluminum
siding, bikes, lawnmowers, and wheel rims. At
some sites, you may bring automobiles, orchard
sprayers, and refrigeration units.
Non Magnetic Metals

Collins Recycling
1631 S. Wenatchee Ave.
Wenatchee
509-662-6520

Old Cars:

Free drop-off during Chelan County
Cleanup Days in April. During the remainder of
the year:
E-Z Auto Wrecking
1855 Rock Island Rd.
East Wenatchee
Phone: 509-884-5000
Toll free: 888-558-6767

Buys all nonmagnetic metals. Accepted
materials are: copper, brass, aluminum, lead,
stainless steel, aluminum cans, electric motors,
radiators, and electrical wiring (no iron products).
Greater Wenatchee Recycling
3741 Airport Way
East Wenatchee
Phone: 509-884-2275

E-Z also accepts scrap metal.
There are currently over 100 new products that contain recyclable
tire rubber. The fastest growing markets are playground cover,
soil additives (adding fine, shredded tire pieces to soil for various
purposes), flooring/matting, and landfill construction material.
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copper, brass, aluminum). Also have a dropoff container for iron, tin, or steel, and another
container for paper products such as cardboard,
newspaper, and magazines.
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Hazardous Waste

Leftover household products that contain
corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients
are considered to be “household hazardous waste”.
These products require special care when you
dispose of them. Improper disposal includes
pouring them down the drain, on the ground,
into storm sewers, or in most cases putting
them out with the trash. The dangers of such
disposal methods might not be obvious, but
improper disposal of these wastes can pollute the
environment and pose a threat to human health.
Free drop-offs during the annual hazardous
waste collection on the first Saturday in October in
Wenatchee, Chelan, Peshastin, and Entiat.
Includes: Motor oil, brake fluid, gasoline,
auto flushes and additives, solvents, paints, glues,
cements, roof coatings, sealants, caulking, epoxy
resins, thinners, spot removers, polishes, waxes,
oven cleaners, toilet cleaners, drain cleaners, deck
and chimney cleaners, pool chemicals, inks, dyes,
batteries, charcoal lighter fluid. (Please keep wastes
in original containers.)
Latex paint may be dried to a hardened state
and placed in the garbage. It is not considered
hazardous once solid, and aside from using it up
this is the preferred disposal method.
Agricultural Pesticides

The Washington State Department of
Agriculture holds regional collection events as part
of their Waste Pesticide Disposal Program.
This free program is primarily directed to
farmers and orchardists, but homeowners also may
call for assistance. To find out when and where
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future events are going to be held, visit http://agr.
wa.gov/PestFert/Pesticides/WastePesticide.htm, or
call 877-301-4555.
Databases for Other Recycle
Opportunities

More information about recycling in Chelan
County can be found online at:
www.co.chelan.wa.us/pw/pw_solid_waste.
htm, or 509-667-6415. Please check this site often,
it is updated every couple of months to keep pace
with the recycling market which determines what
is currently accepted at the various drop off sites.
The Washington State Department of
Ecology maintains a database of recycling opportunities available in Washington State: http://
1800recycle.wa.gov, or 1-800-RECYCLE.
There is a local group affiliated with a
worldwide effort to recycle useful items locally.
Freecycle ™ provides a way to “swap” possessions
you no longer want, keeping them out of the
landfill and helping others at the same time. If you
want to find a new home for items you no longer
use, check: groups.yahoo.com/group/WenatcheeFreecycle.
Reuse & recycling services available by item
and zip code are listed at:
washington.earth911.org/usa/master.
asp?s=ls&a=Recycle&cat=1&serviceid
www.batteryrecycling.com
www.call2recycle.org

County,

Washington
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Stewardship in Your Neighborhood
Protecting our Water Supply
If water is constantly being cleaned and
recycled through the earth’s water cycle, why
do we need to conserve it? Because people are
using up our planet’s fresh water faster than it is
naturally replenished.
Take the Family Water Audit to learn
more about saving water (www.wateruseitwisely.
com/familywater/index.shtml). This is a fun and
easy way to see how water wise you are. It’s also
a way to learn how to save water - and money
- around home.
For tips on conserving water, inside and
outside, visit the Water, Use it Wisely website:
www.wateruseitwisely.com.
Water Sources

© Gordon Congdon

In Chelan County, the Entiat and
Wenatchee rivers flow from the Cascade
Mountains to the Columbia River. The Stehekin

White River Valley. The White River flows from the Cascade Mountains
and is a tributary of the Wenatchee River.
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River finds its way into Lake Chelan and then
on to the Columbia River via the Chelan River.
Many of our population centers are found along
these rivers and their tributaries. Most of our water
comes from these sources and eventually finds its
way back to these rivers.
The Cascade Mountains collect large
amounts of snowfall during the winter. As the
snow melts in spring and early summer, river levels
rise. Our small amount of rainfall in summer and
autumn cause river levels to fall and groundwater
levels to drop as well. It is during this time ( JulyOctober) that demands on water are the highest,
but supplies are the lowest.
The drinking water for the City of
Wenatchee comes from the Eastbank Aquifer, a
groundwater source located near Rocky Reach
Dam and replenished by the Columbia River.
Leavenworth’s supply comes from Icicle Creek
and groundwater wells along the Wenatchee
River. Chelan draws its supply from Lake Chelan,
while Entiat draws water from community wells.
Cashmere pulls its water from the Wenatchee
River and has two wells as backup. The Chelan
County PUD supplies domestic water to 5,000
customers in rural Wenatchee, Squilchuck and
Wenatchee Heights, Dryden, Ollala Canyon,
and Chelan Ridge. Monitor is being added to the
system. Residents with no access to domestic water
systems draw from individual wells.
The development of irrigation transformed
Chelan County from a semi-arid landscape into
one of the most productive agricultural regions
in the state. Much of the region has access to one
of the irrigation districts in the county. Irrigation
water from an irrigation ditch is not treated and
should not be used for drinking.
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It is important as a homeowner to know
exactly where your drinking and irrigation water
come from. Are you on city water? Do you have
an individual well? Are you on a community well?
Where does your irrigation water come from?
Your use of water from wells and irrigation ditches
is regulated by water rights and water shares
attached to your property, not to you as the owner.
These rights may be forfeited if they are not used
for five years. For more information about water
rights: FAQ’s about Water Rights in Washington
(Publication #96-1804-S&WR), http://www.ecy.
wa.gov/pubs/961804swr.pdf.
Water rights are handled by the State
Department of Ecology and are governed by their
own set of laws. To verify what water rights are
attached to your property, contact Teresa Mitchell
(509-575-2490, tmit461@ecy.wa.gov) at the
Yakima office with your parcel number, or your
township, range, and section.
Flooding

Flooding is a natural process and a common
occurrence in Chelan County. The Columbia,
Wenatchee, Entiat, and Stehekin rivers follow
annual cycles of peak streamflow in the spring, and
flash flooding can occur in any of our watersheds
after high-intensity rainfall, particularly in areas
damaged by wildfire. Flooding is also common in
the fall when heavy rains melt new snow at higher
elevations. Find out if you are in a flood area by
calling the Chelan County Building Department
(509-667-6225) and then take action to protect
your house and property.
R i p a r i a n A r e a s a n d Se t b a ck s

Many Chelan County residents live along
rivers and wetlands. These areas are highly prized
for their scenic beauty and peaceful atmosphere.
Riparian areas are the transition zones between the
water and the land. In order to preserve their value,
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these areas must be maintained for erosion control,
flood moderation, water quality protection, and
fish and wildlife habitat.
Before making any changes to your riparian
areas, call the Chelan County Community
Development Department (509-667-6225). There
are different categories of wetlands, each with its
associated setback requirements as determined by
Washington State regulations, and its shoreline
regulations and exemptions. Call the Chelan
County Natural Resource Department (509-6676533) for information on funding for riparian
planting. Free plants and labor are available for
certain locations.
If you live along the Columbia River, check
with Chelan County PUD regarding flowage
easements and fluctuating river levels.
Wastewater

To provide enough clean fresh water
for people, water is cleaned at drinking water
treatment plants before it is used. And after water
is used, it is cleaned again at wastewater treatment
plants or by septic systems before being released
back into the environment.
Most wastewater is processed at treatment
plants run by the cities of Chelan County. The
Chelan County PUD operates three rural
wastewater systems. In all cases, the water is treated
and then emptied into the nearest river.
Residents who are not hooked up to
domestic water systems have septic systems on
their property. The Chelan-Douglas Health
District is responsible for inspecting septic systems,
and will perform evaluations for home loans and
property sales. A system that is not operating
correctly may be contaminating a drinking water
source or a nearby stream. If you fear your system is
failing, they can help investigate the problem. Call
them at 509-886-6400.
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Stormwater

Stormwater is the water from rain and snow
that is not absorbed as it moves along the ground,
but runs off of surfaces such as rooftops, roads, and
driveways. As this water travels, it picks up many
chemicals and materials that are not naturally
found in our waterways, runs through the storm
drains, and empties directly into the nearest river.
Unlike household wastewater, it is not treated
before it goes back into our local waterways.
You have a strong responsibility to keep
this water as clean as possible as it crosses your
property. Use of pesticides, fertilizers, and cleaning
products on your property can cause them to end
up in the storm drains. Never pour anything down
the storm drain. Take advantage of the Hazardous
Waste Collection events in the county every fall.
Before you pour anything down a storm drain, ask
yourself if it belongs in the river and whether you
or your children would like to swim in it.

Our regional fruit industry has played an
important role in the history and economy of
Chelan County. Our orchard lands also add
great charm and beauty to the region. But as our
population climbs, how should new residents
adapt to living near orchards and the chemicals
orchardists use to earn a living?
“Fighting pests and tree disease is the key to
an orchardist’s livelihood,” said Tim Smith, a treefruit specialist at the Washington State University
Extension office in Wenatchee. “If farmers don’t
spray at the right time, sometimes within a 12-hour
window - they can lose their crop or their whole
orchard. They’re not spraying for fun. They’re not
spraying out of habit. They’re spraying to protect
the crop, and to protect the trees and carry on the
business.” (Wenatchee World May 30, 2005)
Today’s chemicals aren’t nearly as toxic to
people as those used in the past. But the sprayers
used to apply pesticides in orchards make small
amounts of drift impossible to avoid. The best
advice is to stay clear when spraying is in progress.
Studies indicate a buffer of 150 feet should be a
safe distance. If spray gets on your skin, wash it off
immediately.
If your property is near an orchard, or used
to be on orchard land, and you suspect your soils
are contaminated, test your soil. Take two cups of
soil to Cascade Analytical Inc. and have it tested
for arsenic and lead. Take in another two cups for a
fertility analysis.

© John Marshall

Cascade Analytical Inc.
3019 G. S. Center Road
Wenatchee, WA
662-1888 or 1-800-545-4206
www.cascadeanalytical.com

Pear orchard in fall.
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Residential Burning

Living with Controlled Burning

Due to increasing efforts in our state to
reduce air pollution, residential burning has been
banned in most areas, and discouraged in all.
Within the cities, no burning is allowed except
for recreational fires (fire pits) and special circumstances applying to orchards. When it comes
to choosing a fire pit, propane and charcoal are
acceptable. Wood burning fire pits are discouraged.

The policy of fire suppression during the past
decades has led to a dangerous over-supply of fuel
in our National Forests. Today, forest ecologists
believe that fire plays an important role in keeping
forests healthy. The new management policies let
lightning-caused fires burn in wilderness areas,
and allow for controlled burning in areas that
have dangerous levels of fuels. The Forest Service
typically conducts its prescribed burning in the
spring and fall, when the humidity is higher and
temperatures are cooler, which keeps flames closer
to the ground. These programs have been criticized
for creating smoke but, because the option of
catastrophic wildfires is not acceptable, we must
learn how to live with and protect ourselves from
the smoke.

If your home is outside of an Urban Growth
Area, you may burn natural vegetation. You are,
however, strongly encouraged to choose other
alternatives - composting, chipping, curbside
pickup, hauling it to a disposal station - in order
to reduce the environmental effects created by
your burning. Burning creates smoke that causes
air, water, and soil pollution, and it can destroy
property if your fire gets out of control.
If you are determined to burn, a permit is
always required and you must contact the Chelan
County Fire Marshal, 509-667-6221. Check
the Department of Ecology website below to
familiarize yourself with the limitations, and the
phone number of the Burn Day Hotline which will
let you know the days that burning is allowed in
your area. Contact the Department of Ecology in
Yakima for information at 509-575-2490.
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/outdoor_
woodsmoke/residentialburn.htm

u Pay attention to local air quality reports. When
it becomes a problem, stay indoors. Ordinary
dust masks, designed to filter out large particles,
will not help as they still allow the more
dangerous smaller particles to pass through.
Keep your windows and doors closed if the
temperature and your comfort allows.

Photo courtesy of Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forest

Outside of cities, but within Urban Growth
Areas, no burning is allowed other than the
burning of windblown vegetation or tumbleweeds,
and recreational fires.

In order to discover which rules affect your
home, you must determine whether you are in
an Urban Growth Area. Maps of urban growth
areas around the state are on the Department of
Ecology’s website (www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/
aginfo/ugamaps.htm) or call your local planning
department (509-667-6225).
Starting a controlled burn to reduce fuels.
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u Run your air conditioner, if you have one. Keep
the fresh air intake closed and the filter clean
to prevent drawing additional smoke inside. If
you don’t have an air conditioner, staying inside
with the windows closed may be dangerous
in extremely hot weather. In this case, seek
alternative shelter.

Chelan County Statistics
(as of 2007)
Land Area: 2,921 square miles
Population: 71,034
Growth: 6.6% (2000 to 2006)

u Avoid using anything that burns, such as wood
fireplaces, gas logs, and gas stoves. Don’t vacuum
- that stirs up particles already inside your home.
And don’t smoke indoors.

Growth: 1.55% (2005 to 2006)
Persons per square mile: 23.7
(Washington as a whole: 88.6)

u Extra precaution should be taken for children,
who are more susceptible to smoke because
their respiratory systems are still developing
and they breathe in more air (and consequently
more pollution) per pound of body mass than
adults.

Incorporated Population: 40,078
Unincorporated Population: 30,956
Projected Population for 2025
(based on 2000 Census figures): 101,859
County Seat: Wenatchee

u Some room air cleaners can help reduce particle
levels indoors, as long as they are the right
type and size for your home. If you choose to
buy an air cleaner, don’t wait until there’s a fire
- make that decision beforehand. Don’t use
an air cleaner that generates ozone. That just
puts more pollution in your home. For more
information about home air cleaners, go to:
www.epa.gov/iaq/pubs/residair.html.

Main population centers: Wenatchee, Chelan,
Cashmere, Leavenworth, Entiat
Government ownership of the land: 84.4%

Top Chelan County Employers (in
number of employees) by Industry

u When driving your car in smoky areas, keep
your windows and vents closed. Air conditioning should only be operated on the
“recirculate” setting.
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Historical Overview of Chelan County
Chelan means “deep water” - the Indian
word for 55-mile-long Lake Chelan, the third
deepest lake in the country, at 1,486 feet (453 m).
The county was established in March, 1899 after
being partitioned from sections of Okanogan and
Kittitas counties. Bordered by the Columbia River
to the east and the Cascade Mountains to the
west, and stretching from Lake Chelan to Mission
Ridge, Chelan County encompasses an area rich in
natural resources.
The county’s geographic positioning on
the east slopes of the Cascades makes it one of
the most diverse counties in the country. The
Cascade Mountains border the western edge
of the county and then drop off quickly as you
travel east, moving into lower elevations and drier
climates. The rainshadow effect of the Cascades is
dramatic. Standing on the crest itself, you can have
one foot in a sea of fog and clouds and the other
in bright sun. Colder winters, hotter summers
and less precipitation characterize our side of the
mountains.

allowed the farmers to be very productive. Rufus
Woods, the founder of the Wenatchee Daily World,
was a very powerful voice in bringing the dams
and hydro development to this community. The
cheap and plentiful electrical power was another
boost to the local economy, especially after the
Chelan County Public Utility District was created
by a vote of the people in 1936. This helped
drive the irrigation pumps of the orchardists and
farmers, and diversified the agricultural economy
by attracting power dependent companies like
Alcoa to the region. The local PUD now owns
and operates three hydroelectric dams that are
responsible for nearly all of the energy used by local
homes and businesses. A small amount also comes
from solar and wind power.
In recent times, Chelan has drawn tourists
with the beauty of its lake, Cashmere produces its
unique Aplets and Cotlets candy, Leavenworth has
marketed itself since the 1960s as a slice of Bavaria,
and our county-wide fruit industry is expanding to
encompass grape vines and the wine industry.

Photo courtesy of The Wenatchee World

First populated by the Wenatchi and Chelan
tribes (most of whom eventually relocated to the
Colville Reservation), the economy centered on
fishing. Trappers visited in search of beaver pelts.
Chinese miners searched for gold in the rivers and
streams. A Catholic priest living in the Cashmere
area, Father Grassi, is credited with teaching the
Indians how to raise crops using irrigation.
The first white settlers arrived in the
Wenatchee Valley in the 1870s and 1880s, and
the arrival of the railroad in 1892-93 allowed the
new settlers to transport their stock and produce
to market. The development of irrigation in
combination with our 300 annual days of sun
Miller Street, Wenatchee, 1911.
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Enjoying The Outdoors

Other valuable outdoor recreational sources:
1. Excellent for recreation close to Leavenworth,
www.leavenworth.org/activities1.html

Recreation

2. Forest Service site, www.fs.fed.us/r6/wenatchee/
recreation/index.shtml.

It’s for good reason that outdoor enthusiasts
consider Chelan County to be the recreational
hub of the state. Over 84 percent of our land is
public and our county’s natural attractions include
the North Cascades; the Alpine Lakes, Glacier
Peak, and Chelan-Sawtooth wildernesses; Lake
Wenatchee, Lake Chelan and the Enchantment
Lakes; the Columbia, Wenatchee, Icicle and Entiat
rivers; Mission Ridge and Stevens Pass ski areas;
the Swakane and Colockum wildlife areas; and the
Wenatchee National Forest.

3. Forest Service passes and permits, 509-6649200, www.fs.fed.us/r6/passespermits.
4. “Hit the Trail” archives of The Wenatchee World,
use the Advanced Archive Search and enter the
exact phrase, “hit the trail”.
5. Visitors Guide, The Wenatchee World,
509-663-5161.
6. “Wenatchee Valley Trips & Trails for Every
Season” and “Official Visitor’s Guide,
Wenatchee Valley”, Wenatchee Valley
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 509-663-3723,
800-572-7753, www.wenatcheevalley.org.

Because there are so many outdoor recreational resources and possibilities in Chelan
County, we’ve simply listed a handful of the best
resources available to get you started exploring and
enjoying the area.

7. Chelan County PUD, www.chelanpud.org, for
information on parks, trails, and Visitor Center.
A large percentage of our residents also hunt
and fish. Some of the best resources available for
these enthusiasts include:

The best single information source covering
muscle-powered outdoor sports within an hour’s
drive of the Wenatchee Valley is the website, www.
WenatcheeOutdoors.org. Hikers, backpackers,
birders, bicyclists, canoeists, climbers, kayakers,
mountain bikers, skiers, snowshoers, and trail
runners will find extensive guidebook information,
articles, issue updates, topographic maps, condition
reports, and photo galleries. The site also links
to regional land agencies, conservation groups,
outdoor clubs, and other outdoor resources.

1. Dave Graybill, the Fishin’ Magician,
www.fishingmagician.com.
2. Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Association, 509-8849369, ncwoutdoors.com/sportmen.html.

© Steve MacAulay Photography

© Andy Dappen, Wenatchee Outdoors

3. The Department of Fish and Wildlife for
North Central Washington, 509-754-4624,
Ephrata, www.wdfw.wa.gov/reg/region2.

Kayaking the Wenatchee River near Leavenworth.
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City and County Parks in Chelan County
Cashmere City Parks

www.cityofcashmere.org

509-782-3513

City of Chelan Parks & Recreation

www.chelancityparks.com

509-682-8023

Entiat City Parks

www.entiat.org/cityparks.htm

509-784-1500

City of Leavenworth Parks

www.cityofleavenworth.com

509-548-5275

Wenatchee City Parks

www.wenatcheewa.gov

509-664-3392

Wenatchee River County Park		

509-667-7503

Chelan County PUD Parks
Manson Bay Park

Downtown Manson

509-687-9635

Old Mill Park

East of Manson on Hwy 150

509-687-9635

Chelan Riverwalk Park

Chelan

509-661-4551

Chelan Falls Park

Chelan Falls

509-661-4551

Beebe Bridge Park

North of Orondo on Hwy 97

509-661-4551

Orondo River Park

North of Orondo on Hwy 97

509-784-2556

Entiat Park
Entiat
			

509-784-1500
camping 800-736-8428

Lincoln Rock State Park
North of East Wenatchee on Hwy 2
509-884-8702
			
camping 888-226-7688
Rocky Reach Dam

North of Wenatchee on Hwy 97A

509-663-7522

Walla Walla Point Park

Wenatchee

509-661-4551

Wenatchee Riverfront Park

Wenatchee

509-661-4551

Rock Island Hydro Park

South of East Wenatchee on Hwy 28

509-661-4551

Other Chelan County PUD recreation information - www.chelanpud.org, 509-661-8006

State Parks in Chelan County
Daroga State Park
North of Orondo on Hwy 97
			

360-902-8844
camping 888-226-7688

Lake Wenatchee State Park

www.parks.wa.gov

888-226-7688

Peshastin Pinnacles State Park

West of Wenatchee

509-664-6373

Squilchuck State Park

Southwest of Wenatchee

509-664-6373

Wenatchee Confluence State Park
Wenatchee
			

509-664-6373
camping 888-226-7688
Other State Park information - 360-902-8844, www.parks.wa.gov
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Chelan County
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Outings for All Seasons: A Year in Chelan County
Chelan County offers beautiful and exciting outdoor pursuits throughout the year. To prime you for the possibilities,
we’ve suggested a number of activities and destinations for each month of the year. Trip descriptions and/or maps of
each of these outings and destinations are available at the ‘Guidebook’ tab of www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org.

J a n u a r y : Downhill ski at Mission Ridge or
Stevens Pass. Nordic ski at the Icicle River Trail
(Leavenworth), Echo Ridge (Chelan), or Lake
Wenatchee.

F e b r u a r y : Snowshoe the One-Two Divide
(Wenatchee), Tronsen Meadows (Blewett Pass), or
the Icicle River Road (Leavenworth). Backcountry
ski to Nason Ridge (Lake Wenatchee) or Clara Lake
(Mission Ridge).

M a r c h : Hike Saddle Rock from the Jacobson
Preserve (Wenatchee). Paddle around Turtle Rock
on the Columbia. Backcountry ski up Arrowhead
Mountain near Stevens Pass. Walk or bike ‘The
Loop’ along Wenatchee’s waterfront.

A p r i l : Enjoy wildflower walks in the Sage Hills
(Wenatchee) or around the Ski Hill (Leavenworth).
Mountain bike up Burch Mountain (Wenatchee)
or Freund Canyon (Leavenworth). Paddle the
Lower Wenatchee River. Ski Colchuck Peak or the
Enchantment Lakes.

M a y : Rock climb at Peshastin Pinnacles or Castle
Rock. Raft or kayak the Wenatchee River. Bicycle
the Stemilt Basin. View flowers on Twin Peaks or
Sauer Mountain. Hike or ride from Horse Lake
Road to the Sage Hills. Join one of the identification
outings connected to the Leavenworth Birdfest.

J u n e : Mountain bike Devil’s Tie (Wenatchee),
Devil’s Gulch (Cashmere), or Devil’s Backbone

(Chelan). Hike and view wildflowers along Tronsen
Ridge or Nason Ridge. Canoe the Upper Wenatchee.
Watch a solstice sunrise from Saddle Rock.

J u l y : Canoe the Wenatchee Confluence.
Mountain bike up Mad River and Klone Peak.
Bicycle over Blewett Pass and return via Old Blewett
Pass. Climb Seven Finger Jack or Mt. Maude. Hike
Mission Peak above Wenatchee.

A u g u s t : Canoe or kayak the White River near
Lake Wenatchee. Hike either the Icicle Gorge or
Icicle Ridge near Leavenworth. Hike to Silver Falls
near Entiat.

S e p t e m b e r : Mountain bike to Cashmere
via Butler Ridge. Bike the Wenatchee River Road
or the White River Road to look for spawning
salmon. Help band hawks on Entiat Ridge. Hike or
mountain bike Miller Peak (Blewett).

O c t o b e r : Run or ride either the Saddle Rock
Traverse or Sage Hills Traverse. Hike up Mount
David, Poet Ridge, or Aasgard Pass for fall colors.
Road ride the Little Wenatchee River. Mountain
bike in the Colockum Wildlife Area.

N o v e m b e r : Mountain bike Horse Lake
Road. Hike the Old Pipeline (Penstock) Trail in
Tumwater Canyon.

D e c e m b e r : Snowshoe to Clara Lake. Nordic
ski at the Stevens Pass Nordic Center. Backcountry
ski to Merritt Lake.

“Leave It Better Than You Found It” - regardless of the trip taken, practice this directive to preserve natural spaces.
Leave nothing behind, stay on the trails, trample no additional vegetation, pull noxious weeds found along the way,
pick up trash left by others, burn nothing...
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Local Conservation Organizations
Alpine Lakes Protection Society (ALPS)

The Alpine Lakes Wilderness is a beautiful
area of dramatic peaks, wild rivers, lush forests, and
over 600 high lakes in the central Cascades. ALPS
has worked hard to protect all parts of the Alpine
Lakes region from logging, mining, road building,
and damage from misuse and overuse.

and fish/wildlife conservation efforts; implement
and monitor natural resource enhancement and
restoration projects; and support local solutions to
natural resource issues. They can also provide costshare and financial assistance to landowners.
Website: http://www.cascadiacd.org
Phone: 509-664-0275, Wenatchee

Website: www.alpinelakes.org
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust

831 Daley Street, Edmonds, WA 98020
Barn Beach Reserve

Barn Beach Reserve is the home of an
environmental learning center, Icicle Arts, and
the Upper Valley Museum at Leavenworth. The
Reserve and an adjacent city park combine to
create a protected greenbelt of more than 50 acres
of mature, streamside forest that includes Blackbird
Island, a popular stop on Audubon’s Great
Washington Birding Trail.
The Reserve sponsors educational programs
and provides a first class visitor experience with
exhibits and programming that connect science
and nature, the arts, and cultural history in the
Greater Wenatchee Valley.
Website: www.barnbeachreserve.org
Phone: 509-548-0181 or 509-548-7584,
Leavenworth
Cascadia Conservation District

The Cascadia Conservation District (CCD)
is a non-regulatory, grant-funded organization
that is self-governed by a volunteer five-member
Board of Supervisors. The CCD works to inform
the public about local natural resource issues;
provide technical assistance with soil, water, forest
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The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust works
cooperatively with local landowners and
communities to identify and protect the region’s
most important natural areas for the benefit of
present and future generations. The Land Trust is
dedicated to protecting our land, our water, and our
way of life.
Website: www.cdlandtrust.org
Phone: 509-667-9708, Wenatchee
Ducks Unlimited

For over six decades, Ducks Unlimited
has maintained a singleness of purpose that has
guided the organization to become the leading
waterfowl and wetlands conservation entity in
North America. They currently have two projects
in Chelan County, working with the USFS near
Lake Wenatchee.
Website: www.ducks.org/conservation
Phone: Bernard Brown, Regional Director,
509-782-1049, Cashmere
NCW Audubon Society

North Central Washington Audubon
Society, a local chapter of the National Audubon
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Society, is dedicated to furthering the knowledge
and the conservation of the environment of North
Central Washington. Check their website for local
birding events, checklists, and updates on local
conservation issues.
Website: www.ncwaudubon.org
Phone: Mark Oswood, President,
509-662-9087, Wenatchee
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF)

The RMEF works to ensure the future of
elk, other wildlife, and their habitat. Since 1984
they have protected and enhanced more than 4.8
million acres of wildlife habitat and funded more
than 5,200 stewardship, conservation education
and hunting heritage projects in 49 states and eight
Canadian provinces. Washington State’s most
prized elk herds thrive in the 2.5 million acres of
land along the east slope of the Cascade Range.
Website: www.rmef.org/Conservation/
WhereWeWork/Washington
Phone: Rance Block, 509-255-6183, Liberty
Lake
The Nature Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy preserves the
plants, animals, and natural communities that
represent the diversity of life by protecting the
lands and waters they need to survive. In North
Central Washington and around the state, the
Conservancy is working to protect healthy
landscapes where natural systems and species can
thrive far into the future. All of this work is done in
conjunction with a wide variety of partners.
Website: www.nature.org/washington
Phone: Chuck Warner, 509-665-9920,
Wenatchee
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The Trust for Public Land

The Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) purpose
and mission is to conserve land for people to
enjoy as parks, gardens, and other natural places,
ensuring livable communities for generations to
come. TPL is a national nonprofit organization
that for 36 years has shared expertise, resources,
and proven conservation solutions benefiting the
public, partners, and landowners in North Central
Washington.
Website: www.tpl.org
Phone: Peter Hill, NCW Project Manager,
509-888-0844, Wenatchee
Trout Unlimited, Icicle Valley Chapter

The mission of the Icicle Valley chapter of
Trout Unlimited is fish habitat restoration.
Website: www.icicletrout.org
Phone: Norman Warford, President,
509-662-1338, Wenatchee
Washington Native Plant Society

The Wenatchee Valley Chapter was started
in 1994 by local native plant enthusiasts to
encourage appreciation of our native flora. Participation in the chapter provides an opportunity to
learn about and appreciate native plants that are
unique to this area.
Website: www.wnps.org
Phone: 1-888-288-8022, Seattle
Washington Rivers Conservancy

Washington Rivers Conservancy’s mission
is to promote, develop, and enhance effective
laws, policies, and programs to help restore
and enhance Washington’s rivers and streams
benefiting agriculture, fisheries, water quality,
and other values. Our primary initiative is our
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water-acquisition program working with local
communities to enhance streamflows through
voluntary, incentive, market based solutions.

Voluntary Land Protection Agreement
The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust works with willing

Website: www.warivers.org

landowners to protect land and water through

Phone: 509-888-0970 or 509-630-0467,
Wenatchee

purchase, donation, or voluntary land protection
agreements. Agreements are individually tailored
to permanently protect specific conservation values

Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Association

such as riverfronts, wildlife habitat, scenic views,

The WSA is dedicated to the conservation
and responsible management of fish and wildlife in
their natural habitats. The WSA strives to ensure
that outdoor recreation, fishing, and hunting will
be preserved and enhanced for future generations.
Thousands of volunteer work hours are spent on
local fish and wildlife habitat work projects to
preserve and enhance natural habitat. Members of
the WSA provide input to the WA Department of
Fish and Wildlife when it proposes local seasons,
harvest limits, and seasons’ duration.

open space, forests, working farms, and ranches. The
landowner usually receives tax benefits in return.

Website: ncwoutdoors.com/sportmen.html
Phone: Ron Bruno, President
509-884-9369 or 509-679-2359, Wenatchee
© Steve MacAulay, www.stevemacaulayphotography.com

Wenatchee Valley Fly Fishers

The primary focus of this organization is
conservation of fish habitat and wild fisheries
resources. A portion of the tuition from the fly
fishing class at Wenatchee Valley College is used
to fund conservation projects for this group and
others with similar missions. The second focus
is recreational fishing using the fly to catch and
release in order to conserve fisheries.
Website: www.wvff.net
Phone: Joe Roy, Conservation Chair,
509-884-2874
Canoe on the Columbia River.
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This handbook and additional resource lists
are also available on the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust
website (www.cdlandtrust.org/good_neighbor.html).
References to websites and resources do not constitute
an endorsement. All web links were active at time of
press, and will be regularly updated on the web version.

Resources
This guide is intended to provide an overview of
many topics. To learn more, contact the resources listed
in each section, or consult the books and publications
listed below.

Books and Publications
Government

Government Guide: Information on how to
contact federal, state and local government offices and
services, Senator Linda Evans Parlette, 509-663-9702
or 360-786-7622.
Birds

Field Guide to the Birds of North America, Natural
Geographic Society.
Great Washington State Birding Trail - Cascade Loop
(map), Audubon.
Gardening with Native Plants

Gardening with Native Plants of the Pacific
Northwest, Arthur R. Kruckeberg.
Geology

Cataclysms on the Columbia: A Layman’s Guide to
the Features produced by the Catastrophic Bretz Floods in
the Pacific Northwest, John Eliot Allen and Marjorie
Burns with Sam C. Sargent.
Hiking Washington’s Geology, Scott Babcock and
Bob Carson, The Mountaineers.
Natural History

Cascade-Olympic Natural History - A Trailside
Reference, Daniel Mathews, Raven Editions.

Appendix
Plants

Mountain Plants of the Pacific Northwest, Ronald
Taylor and George W. Douglas, Mountain Press.
Northwest Arid Lands: An Introduction to the
Columbia Basin Shrub-Steppe, Georganne O’Connor
and Karen Wieda, Battelle Press.
Sagebrush Country: A Wildflower Sanctuary, Ronald
J. Taylor, Mountain Press.
Watchable Wildflowers: A Columbia Basin Guide,
Bureau of Land Management, Spokane District.
Weeds

Chelan County Noxious Weeds, Chelan County
Noxious Weed Control Board, 509-664-5540.
Weed Invasion! Wenatchee National Forest.
Weeds of the West, Western Society of Weed
Science, Tom D. Whitson, ed., ISBN 0-941570-13-4.

Places to buy or borrow books
Your local bookstore or library.
Master Gardeners, WSU Chelan County
Extension, 509-664-5540.
Upper Valley Museum at Barn Beach Reserve
Gift Shop, Leavenworth, 509-548-7584 or 509-5480181. The gift shop features books and other materials
on birding and cultural history.
USDA Forest Service, Wenatchee National Forest,
Wenatchee www.fs.fed.us/r6/wenatchee , 509-6649200. The Northwest Interpretive Association operates
educational bookstores at the Forest Service headquarters in
Wenatchee and at most ranger district offices.
Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center,
Wenatchee, 509-664-3340.

Foothills Trail - photograph © Andy Dappen, www.WenatcheeOutdoors.org; Front cover Fishing photograph © John Marshall; Vine Maple © Gretchen A. Rohde

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is a
private, non-profit organization based
in Wenatchee, Washington. Founded
in 1985, we are comprised of over
600 active members and volunteers,
a Board of Directors, and staff. The
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust envisions
a community that conserves and
cherishes our land, our water, and our
way of life - now and for generations
to come - through voluntary land
agreements, education, partnerships,
stewardship, and well planned growth.

P.O. Box 4461
Wenatchee, WA 98807
509-667-9708
FAX: 509-667-0719
E-mail: info@cdlandtrust.org
Website: www.cdlandtrust.org

The Chelan County Natural Resources
Department, the Community Foundation of
North Central Washington, Chelan County
PUD, and the Rotary Club of Wenatchee
provided support for this handbook.
We would like to thank the Methow
Conservancy for their inspiration and for
the use of some text from their publication,
“Good Neighbor Handbook, A Guide for
Landowners in the Methow Valley.”

on0recycled paper.
PPrinted
age 4

Chelan

County

Good

Neighbor

Handbook

