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Historic Barn on the Horse Lake Ranch

Burts and Wallace properties, this will conserve nearly 
3000 acres of contiguous wildlife habitat.

The options give us nine months to raise the 
more than two million dollars needed to protect these 
extraordinary properties. While this is a tall order, we 
believe that a cooperative effort among the Sportsmen, 
the Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy, the Icicle 
Fund, private buyers, and other groups and individuals 
can secure sufficient funding to acquire the properties. 
The owners of both ranches expressed a strong desire 
to see these properties conserved and passed up other 
offers to give the Land Trust and the Sportsmen first 
chance to buy the properties.

The Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Association and 
the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust have joined forces 
to try to protect two large ranches in the Wenatchee 
foothills. We have acquired options to purchase the 
813-acre Burts Ranch and the 720-acre Horse Lake 
Ranch which lie at the western end of Horse Lake 
Road. These properties provide critical habitat for 
mule deer, elk, raptors, songbirds, and other wildlife. 
The properties border the 970-acre Home Water 
Company property that the Chelan County PUD 
manages for mule deer habitat, the 320-acre Bureau 
of Land Management Property, and smaller parcels 
owned by the Department of Natural Resources and 
the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. If we can protect the 



THE FOOTHILLS AND BEYOND
Gordon Congdon, Executive Director

As a kid growing up 
in south Wenatchee, Sad-
dlerock and the foothills west 
of town were never far from 
sight and just a short bike 
ride away. I spent countless 
afternoons with friends wan-
dering the hills after school and on weekends. There 
I learned the song of the meadowlark and watched 
with awe as seemingly huge turkey vultures circled 
overhead. When a little older, my first “date” was a 
hike to the top of Saddlerock. The foothills were a 
wonderful place for adventure, learning, exercise, and 
inspiration.

They still are, and there is a strong effort under-
way to make sure that local people can enjoy the 
Wenatchee foothills far into the future. The focal 
point of this effort is the Wenatchee Foothills Trail, 
a path that would link Saddlerock, Castle Rock, and 
the Sage Hills. Informal trails already exist in these 
areas, but a formal trail with convenient and attrac-
tive parking areas should be developed. First and 
foremost it would guarantee access to the foothills. In 
recent years, development has threatened or elimi-
nated access to areas that local people have enjoyed 
for decades. We are fortunate to have large areas of 
public land in the foothills and private landowners 
who are willing to let people cross their land. It would 
be shortsighted to not maintain access to these areas 
for future generations.

The foothills also provide important habitat for a 
wide variety of birds and animals and contain out-
standing examples of native shrub-steppe plant com-
munities. The foothills are an easily accessible living 
laboratory for local schools. All the first and fifth 
graders in the Wenatchee School District now enjoy a 
day of science education at Saddlerock.

The key to formalizing the trail is to main-
tain and improve access to each segment, improve 

and formalize the linkages between segments, and 
improve the layout of existing trails. This will require 
a cooperative effort among private landowners, local 
citizens, developers, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, 
the Chelan County PUD, Chelan County, the City of 
Wenatchee, the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources, and the Bureau of Land Management. 

I am pleased to report progress and good news! 
The City of Wenatchee is investigating the feasibil-
ity of acquiring Saddlerock to manage it as a public 
park. At the northern portion of the Sage Hills, the 
Land Trust and the Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Associa-
tion have recently acquired an option to purchase 
the Burts and Wallace ranches, an area of more than 
1500 acres at the upper end of Horse Lake Road (see  
page 1). A portion of this property could be used to 
extend the foothills trail to Horse Lake Road, thus 
making a wonderful scenic loop across the foothills.

Dare we dream even bigger - of extending the 
Foothills Trail from Horse Lake Road to Moni-
tor, to Cashmere, to Leavenworth? We could follow 
the old Monitor Road, which linked Wenatchee, 
Monitor, and the Upper Valley before the Wenatchee 
River bridge existed. Imagine walking or biking on a 
system of trails from the Wenatchee foothills up the 
Wenatchee River Valley to Leavenworth, stopping at 
fruit stands, wineries, and bakeries along the way. 

The recreational, health, scenic, and economic 
benefits of a community trail system are potentially 
enormous. Community trails in Boise, Missoula, and 
the Methow Valley are very popular and big con-
tributors to the local economy. A recent study of the 
Methow Valley trail system found that visiting trail 
users contribute at least $4.5 million annually to the 
local economy. Furthermore the trail system has been 
a boon to the Methow Valley real estate market. The 
trail is the single biggest attraction for potential home 
buyers and they are willing to pay more for real estate 
near the trail. The Columbia River Loop Trail has 
been a great addition to Wenatchee – let’s build on 
this asset. If they can do it, so can we!



The Wenatchee Trail Connections design charrette (workshop), held June 24-26, was a whirlwind event that 
produced ideas for connecting the proposed Foothills Trail with existing community and regional resources. Charrette 
participants included 17 local residents, and 13 visiting landscape architects and community planners, some from as 
far away as Chattanooga, TN and Milwaukee, WI. To produce the event, the Land Trust partnered with the National 
Park Service’s Rivers and Trails Program, American Society of Landscape Architects, City of Wenatchee, Institute for 
Rural Innovation and Stewardship, and Wenatchee Valley Trails Coalition.

The workshop commenced Friday afternoon with an orientation and dinner with local dignitaries, and wrapped 
up Sunday afternoon with a public presentation. The teams worked diligently all day Saturday, with some members 
working as late as 10:00 p.m. Saturday night. It is noteworthy that all participants volunteered their time. We estimate 
that charrette participants donated approximately $25,000 of professional services during the event.

Participants were divided into two teams, each 
with a mixture of local and visiting talent. 
The two teams were a trailhead 
design team, and a com-
munity connections 
team. As 

a result, 
trailhead designs 
were drafted and linkages 
to schools, city bike routes, neigh-
borhood parks, Columbia Station, Art on the 
Avenues, historic downtown, the Riverfront Parks System, 
Apple Capital Loop Trail, and other destinations were explored. 

Both teams created large (40”x60”) display boards that illustrate concepts for integrating trails planning into the 
local landscape. The Land Trust will use the display boards to publicly promote the concept of the Wenatchee Foot-
hills Trail, and to garner public input about appropriate trail amenities, as we work toward developing a community 
trail plan for the Wenatchee foothills.  

DESIGN WORKSHOP YIELDS BIG RESULTS
Hans Slette



 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

The following individuals joined the Land Trust between April 1 and September 1, 2005. Welcome, and thank 
you for your generous support!

The Bean Family
Jeff Berman
Kate Braunstein
Mike & Julie Broxson
Janie Buckman
Jan Cook Mack
William Criminale
Matt & Janel Duffy
Doug Eisert & Myra Hoane
Susan & John Fishburn
Sobie & Mike Fortman
Stuart & Sally Freed
Sarah & Jess Fulkerson
Michael Garrity & Elise Richman
Kathy & John Hamilton
Denise & Jim Hartley
Michelle & Deb Hassler

Mark & Paula Helsel
Peter & Hilary Houck
Dave & Mary Hyde
Steve Jacobs
Gina & Phil Jans
Terry & Mary Lou Johnson
Andrew Kahn
Don & Tracey Kasnic
Pat Koehler
Brad Kremer
Mike Lynch & Deb Carlson
Amy & Dayle Massey
Teresa McFadden
Polly McIntyre
C. Irving & Katharine Meeker
Laurelie Mingo & Stephen McGurn
Joe & Kristi Morrison

Sue Morrison
Chuck & Betty Mosher
Tim & Chris Olson
Charles & Kathy Peven
John Powers & Michelle Pomarico
Marilyn Prestbo
Kirby & Sharon Primm
Bill & Linda Ramsden
Floyd & Judy Rogers
Robert Rowe
Rachel & Arnie Scown
John & Mary Sue Senseney
Gillian Shaw
Richard & Kathy Spencer
Judy Trefethen

MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN
1+1=49?

As part of our ambitious membership cam-
paign, we have asked each Chelan-Douglas Land 
Trust member to recruit one new member, with the 
goal of doubling our membership and increasing 
our effectiveness. Why does the Land Trust need to 
grow our membership? Every member enhances and 
improves our ability to protect our land, our water, 
and our way of life. 

Since the beginning of the campaign in early 
April, Land Trust members have invited 126 people 
to become members, and 49 have joined so far. While 
this is a good start, we still have quite a ways to go. If 
you haven’t had a chance to participate yet, now is the 
time! Prizes will be awarded at the Annual Dinner 
on October 28th, so recruited members must join by 
October 27th (note that this is 4 days earlier than 
previously announced, due to the earlier date of the 
Annual Dinner).

We are offering some incredible prizes, all gen-
erously donated! Prizes include a new Specialized 
bike, $1400 value; two 1-1 ½ hour scenic flights; 
two nights in a Methow Valley cabin; gift certificate 
for plants from Derby Canyon Natives; and much 
more. All members who recruit one new member, 
and let us know who they are recruiting, are entered 
into the drawings. You will receive one entry per 
new member. The odds of winning are excellent, and 
the more members you recruit the better your odds.

For details and a form for submitting recruit 
names, call the office or visit www.cdlandtrust.
org/member.html. We can mail a brochure with 
an attached membership envelope directly to your 
recruits for you, with a letter referencing your name, 
or we can send you brochures so you can contact 
them yourself. For a list of current members, visit 
www.cdlandtrust.org/member.html, or call the office.



UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 17 9:00 AM – NOON WHITE RIVER SALMON VIEWING TOUR 
The White River supports the largest remaining population of sockeye salmon in the entire 
Columbia Basin. We will drive to several locations for outstanding views of spawning 
sockeye.  Call the office at (509) 667-9708 for details and to RSVP -  group size is limited. 

SEPTEMBER 20 7:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES 
“Slow Food Revolution” - Featuring beautiful photography from around the globe, this 
documentary chronicles the Slow Food movement. This movement - the antithesis of 
fast food - encourages regional food production, education and pleasure, and champions 
the protection of the environment. Nick Stemm will discuss the local slow food move-
ment. Sponsored by Wenatchee Valley Farmer’s Market Assoc., series co-sponsored by the 
Wenatchee Valley Museum. Shown at the Museum. Suggested donation of $3.00/person. 

SEPTEMBER 24 9:00 – 11:00 AM FAMILY HIKE AT THE JACOBSON PRESERVE 
The Wenatchee Parks & Recreation Dept. and the Land Trust are teaming up to offer this 
naturalist-led hike for families in the foothills. The pace will be geared for children. Space is 
limited, call Wenatchee Parks & Recreation at (509) 664-3392 to register.

OCTOBER 18 7:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES 
“Oil on Ice” - This vivid, compelling and comprehensive documentary connects the fate 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to critical decisions America makes about energy 
policy. Shown at the Museum. Suggested donation of $3.00/person.

OCTOBER 28 6:30 PM CELEBRATION DINNER-20TH ANNIVERSARY  
Mark your calendars for our biggest event of the year! Note that the dinner is one week 
earlier this year, and that we have moved to a larger venue, the Chelan County Fairgrounds 
Dinner Bell Auditorium, to alleviate crowding. See details on back page.

NOVEMBER 15 7:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES 
An evening with John de Graaf and his new film on hopeful solutions to world hunger. 
Shown at the Museum, 127 S. Mission Street. Suggested donation of $3.00/person. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Support the Land Trust with a gift of your time! If you are interested in the following 
opportunities, please contact Hans Slette at (509) 667-9708 or hans@cdlandtrust.org.

October 8 - Foothills Trail Work Party. The Backcoun-
try Bicycle Trails Club will join us in improving a sec-
tion of the foothills trail. For more information contact 
Matt Rose at mattrose@genext.net or call the office.

October 22, 9:00 a.m. to noon. - Make A Difference 
Day. Under the direction of native plant expert Ted 
Alway, we will work to restore degraded sections of the 
Jacobson Preserve by planting native grasses and shrubs.  

Nov. 5, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Join us in planting 
native trees and shrubs on Land Trust properties along 
the beautiful Entiat River. Come learn about how 
plants enhance fish and wildlife habitat, and enjoy a 
crisp fall day on the banks of the river.  Bring lunch.

◆

◆

◆

Chris Rader at 2004 Make a 
Difference Day work party  
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Save the Date

Annual Celebration Dinner
~ 20th Anniversary~ 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2005  ◆  6:30 - 9:00 PM

Chelan County Fairgrounds Dinner Bell Auditorium  
(new location with more space!) 

GIVING ONLINE

Did you know that 
you can renew your 

membership, or give a 
gift membership, to the 
Chelan-Douglas Land 
Trust online using your 
credit card? Prospective 
new members can also 

join online.

Visit our website at 
www.cdlandtrust.org 
and click on Support 
our Work. We have 

chosen Network for 
Good to handle our 

online donations. Their 
service is safe, secure, 

and easy to use.

Celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Land Trust with a fun-filled evening 
featuring great food and wine, lively socializing, and an informative and 
entertaining look back at our first 20 years. We will also discuss current 

projects and future opportunities for the Land Trust.

Look for an invitation and reservation form in the mail in early October.


