
In the last year the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 
has worked very hard to make the case for conserva-
tion. We have frequently stated that conservation and 
economic development are two sides of the same coin 
- both contributing to the wealth of human communi-
ties. North Central Washington residents will have 
a wonderful opportunity to examine this premise 
at Building A Vision: Economy, Community, Envi-
ronment, a two-day conference taking place at the 
Wenatchee Center on October 7-8. 

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, and a diverse 
group of partners, including the NCW Association of 
Realtors, Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce, 
Institute for Rural Innovation and Stewardship, and 
The Nature Conservancy, have organized a confer-
ence that will bring together an outstanding group 
of speakers and participants to discuss how com-
munities in North Central Washington can accom-
modate growth and development without destroying 
the natural and scenic assets that make this a special 
place to live and work. The conference is also based 
on the premise that preserving what is special about 
this region does not have to jeopardize local economic 
well-being. 

Understanding the Local Economy

The conference will begin with presentations by 
Ben Alexander and Ray Rasker, economists from the 
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Sonoran Institute, on The Changing Economy of the 
Rural West and an Economic Profile of North Cen-
tral Washington. The Sonoran Institute has done very 
innovative work to help local communities understand 
and adapt to economic forces that are at work through-
out the rural West. This session will inform people 
about the local economy and encourage them to 
develop their own conclusions about trends, chal-
lenges, and opportunities. Recent work by the Sonoran 
Institute indicates that, contrary to popular opinion, 
the presence of public lands is often good for local 
economies. 

Visions for Local Landscapes

The second part of the program will take a closer 
look at three broad categories of land: 1) the developed 
landscape, 2) public land and/or lands protected for 
public benefit, and 3) farm, forest, and ranchland. The 
first panel and discussion, Housing Needs and Devel-
opment Strategies for the 21st Century, will feature 
Barbara Kitchens, Government Affairs Director for 
the Washington Association of Realtors. Barbara will 
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discuss projected housing needs and real estate trends 
for North Central Washington. Architect William 
Kreager, Principal of the Seattle firm Mithun, will 
give a presentation on innovative styles of residential 
development that use small lots and other techniques 
that minimize impacts on the natural landscape. 

Public Lands: Benefits and Challenges for Local 
Communities will be the topic of the second panel and 
discussion. Chelan County Commissioner Ron Walter 
will talk about the challenges local governments face 
when much of the land in the County is owned 
by public agencies. Washington State Senator Linda 
Evans Parlette will talk about public land ownership 
from a regional and state perspective and efforts at 
the state level to inventory and assess future needs for 
public lands. Ray Rasker, from the Sonoran Institute, 
will present the findings from a recent study by the 
Sonoran Institute that addressed the question: What 
is the relationship between how public lands are man-
aged in the western United States and the economic 
health of neighboring communities? Bill Robinson, 
Director, State Government Relations for The Nature 
Conservancy of Washington, will add another perspec-
tive to this question of how public lands affect the 
health of local communities. 

The third session, Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Working Landscapes: The Critical Middle Ground 
for Rural Communities, will begin with a presentation 
by Ryan Temple and Lynn Jungwirth, from the 
Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities Partnership. 
The Partnership is a collaborative network dedicated 
to building rural economies based on forest restoration 
and ecosystem management, and to creating markets 
for the ‘by-products’ of these activities.

Richard Carkner, Extension Economist for the 
Washington State University Puyallup Research and 
Extension Center, will talk about how agriculture in 
developing areas can remain viable and contribute to 
the health of regional economies and cultures. He 
will also talk about the aesthetic and ecological value 
of maintaining farmland. Bev Sparowk, cattle rancher 
from Oregon, will discuss the formation of the Oregon 
Rangeland Trust and how long-term conservation 
easements can be used to help strengthen the economy, 

community, and environment associated with ranch-
ing. Bob Rose, from Skagitonians to Preserve Farm-
land, will talk about Land Use, Taxes, and the Bottom 
Line, based on research done in the Skagit Valley.  

The Keynote Address will be given Friday, Octo-
ber 8, at noon, by Phil Mote from the Climate Impacts 
Group at the University of Washington. Dr. Mote will 
talk about Climate Change and the Future of Water 
in North Central Washington. Studies indicate that 
climate change will lead to major changes in snowpack 
and the timing of water runoff in North Central 
Washington. This will likely have major impacts for all 
the land uses discussed in this conference.

Actions and Strategies for Local Landscapes: 
How to Achieve a Desired Future

The conference will conclude with practical 
examples of how to balance conservation and devel-
opment. Gene Duvernoy, President of the Cascade 
Land Conservancy, will discuss Conservation Incen-
tives for Private Landowners and Developers. The 
Cascade Land Conservancy has pioneered many inno-
vative approaches to protecting ecological functions 
while meeting the needs of landowners. Sandy Mackie, 
land use attorney with Perkins Coie, will present 
a Review of Local Planning Processes and How to 
Make Them Successful. Mr. Mackie will suggest ways 
to use the information, ideas, and examples presented 
at this conference to make existing planning processes 
more successful.  

This conference is an important step in our efforts 
to make the case that land conservation is good for 
the environment, good for the economy, and good for 
people. I encourage you to come listen, learn, and share 
your ideas about how we can conserve the natural lands 
of this region. 

For more information about the conference visit 
the Land Trust website at www.cdlandtrust.org or call 
the office at (509) 667-9708. Advance registration 
is required by October 1st. Early registration, before 
September 24th, is $45, which includes lunches, all 
presentations and a social hour. To register, call the 
Wenatchee Chamber of Commerce at (509) 662-2116.
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WENATCHEE FOOTHILLS TRAILS MASTER PLAN

In May, the Land Trust and the Wenatchee Valley Trails Coalition jointly received a $5,000 STEPS grant 
to help with developing a Trails Master Plan for the Wenatchee Foothills. The Trails Coalition is a local citizens 
group working closely with the Land Trust to improve public recreational opportunities in the western foothills. The 
Coalition will use the grant money to pay a consultant to help draft a professional trails plan for non-motorized 
recreational trails between Circle Street and Horse Lake Road.  The Land Trust will administer and oversee 
expenditures of the funds.  

The Chelan-Douglas Health District awarded the grant as part of the STEPS To A Healthier US grant program.  
The STEPS program is funded at a national level through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and seeks 
to promote better health and prevent chronic disease.  Creation of trails and promotion of non-motorized, trail-based 
recreation facilitates physical activity and promotes health.  So get out and enjoy the foothills trails!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteers can assist the Land Trust in a variety of ways, from 
field work to office help and mailings. If you are interested in 
the following opportunities for community service, please contact 
Hans Slette at 667-9708 or hans@cdlandtrust.org.

◆   Late September and October - Field Assistant. Curious 
about the properties that the Land Trust owns or has con-
servation easements on? Land Trust members are invited 
to join staff on official monitoring visits to Land Trust 
properties. Monitoring visits take place on weekdays. No 
scientific expertise is needed, but must be in good physical 
condition, be observant, and be curious about the land. 

◆   October 7-8 - “Building a Vision” Conference. Volunteers 
are needed during the conference for general logistical 
support, registration, and facilitating discussions for table 
groups of 8-12 people. If you are interested please contact 
Gordon Congdon, CDLT Executive Director, at 667-9708 
or cdlt@cdlandtrust.org.

◆   October 23, 9:00 a.m. to noon  - “Make A Difference Day” 
project at the Land Trust’s Jacobson Preserve property. Up 
to 50 people are needed to help with trail maintenance and 
raking out dead grasses. Bring gloves, sturdy shoes, a metal 
rake if you have one, water, and snacks.

◆   October 30, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Entiat tree planting.   
This fall we will once again plant between 800 and 1000 
native tree and shrub seedlings on Land Trust properties 
along the Entiat River.  The plantings help stabilize the 
river banks, provide shade along the river’s edges for native 
fish, and provide forage and cover for animals and birds. 
Up to 30 people are needed. Please bring gloves, sturdy 
shoes, shovels, water, and lunch.Same view- one year later May 2004

Sage Hills- restoration/replanting Spring 2003



PRESERVE LAND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS - 
LEAVE A LEGACY OF CONSERVATION

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust has pledged to care in perpetuity for the land that you as a member are 
helping to conserve today. Including the Land Trust in your estate plans is a great way to provide lasting support 
for the protection of these special places. 

Giving Options:
Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds are easily donated, and can often provide you with exceptional tax savings. 

When you donate appreciated securities to CDLT, you will usually receive an income tax deduction, and your gift 
will be exempt from capital gains tax.

Gifts of Real Estate. The Land Trust is delighted to accept gifts of land, both with and without conservation 
value. If the property has conservation value, you will receive a tax deduction for its unrestricted value, maximizing 
your charitable income tax deduction, and CDLT will place a conservation easement on the land before it is sold. 
Sale proceeds support the conservation mission of the Land Trust. 

Giving Land While Continuing to Live On It is known as a gift of remainder interest. After you die, full title 
of the property automatically transfers to CDLT. In most cases, the Land Trust will sell the land after protecting it 
with a permanent conservation easement. A remainder interest gift usually entitles you to an income tax deduction 
for the “present value” of CDLT’s remainder interest. Also, the land is not subject to later estate taxation. 

Life income gifts. A life income gift, such as a charitable remainder trust or a charitable gift annuity, can 
provide you and/or your beneficiary with income for life, while creating significant income tax and estate tax benefits 
and providing a major benefit to the Land Trust. 

Retirement Accounts and Life Insurance. Many people today discover that passing these assets on to their 
heirs can burden the beneficiaries with significant income and estate taxes. Naming CDLT as the beneficiary of a 
portion of your retirement accounts or life insurance policy can help you to make a significant future contribution,  
and maintain your current financial security.

Bequests. We ask you to consider the opportunity to make a lasting gift to conservation through a bequest in 
your will or living trust. Such gifts are fully deductible for estate tax purposes. You have the option to designate 
the use of funds from your bequest.

To help make sure your goals are achieved, we are happy to discuss your gift with you. Please contact Gordon 
Congdon, Executive Director, at (509) 667-9708. We also recommend that you discuss any planned gift with your 
attorney, accountant and/or other financial advisors. 

BOARD SPOTLIGHT
Ed Meyer, founding Board member

I currently serve on the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Board and was one of the 
founding members of the Land Trust in 1985.  My path to the CDLT included grow-
ing up on an Iowa farm, medical schools, and medical practice in Cashmere.  Add in the 
special privileges of working for a summer in the Cascades with the U.S. Forest Service, 
visiting the Alps during two years in Germany, and spending many years as an enthusiastic 
visitor to special natural places of Washington.  I am currently also active with the Wash-
ington Native Plant Society and the Audubon Society.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPT. 21 7:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES

“Wolf: An Ancient Spirit Returns”- This 45 minute film, released in 2004, examines the 
complicated relationship between humans and wolves in light of the wolf ’s reintroduction 
into Yellowstone National Park. Described by the Los Angeles Times as “breathtaking in 
scope and execution”, WOLF has won 5 regional EMMY awards. Following the film Bill 
Gaines, Ph.D., a biologist with the Wenatchee/Okanogan National Forest, will present a 
few comments from his research with wolves and answer questions. The Environmental 
Film Series is co-sponsored by the Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center, the 
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, and the Hazel Wolf Environmental Film Festival. Shown at 
the Museum at 127 S. Mission Street in Wenatchee. Suggested donation of $3.00/person.  

SEPT. 26 9:00 AM NATURE WALK, TOUR OF CDLT’S ENTIAT PROPERTIES

Join biologist Phil Archibald as we look for spawning late run Chinook salmon and fall 
migratory birds on Land Trust property along the Entiat. Phil has a wealth of knowledge 
about the natural history of the Entiat. After a picnic lunch, tour some of the seldom visited  
Land Trust properties further upstream.  Please call the office for details.

OCT. 7-8,  ALL DAY “BUILDING A VISION: ECONOMY, COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT

Exploring how this region can accommodate growth and development without destroying 
the natural and scenic assets that make this a special place to live and work will be the 
topic of this two-day conference in Wenatchee. The conference is based on the premise 
that preserving what is special about this region does not have to jeopardize local economic 
well-being. See page one for more information. 

OCT. 19 7:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES

“Living Things We Love To Hate” - Light-hearted look at usually repulsive creatures, 
with the goal of replacing our irrational fears with ecological understanding. Shown at the 
Museum at 127 S. Mission Street in Wenatchee. Suggested donation of $3.00/person.  

NOV. 5 6:30 PM LAND TRUST ANNUAL CELEBRATION DINNER

Mark your calendar for this fun evening celebrating the year’s accomplishments! See details 
on the back page of this newsletter.

NOV. 16 7:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES

“Chased By the Light”- A 90 day photographic journey with Jim Brandenburg through the 
untamed landscape of the Minnesota north woods in autumn. Shown at the Museum at 
127 S. Mission Street in Wenatchee. Admission is a suggested donation of $3.00/person.

Dill Creek Preserve on the Entiat River
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Save the date 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2004

Annual Celebration Dinner
Cashmere Riverside Center  ◆  201 Riverside Drive, Cashmere

Join us for a fun-filled evening with appetizers, wine, dinner, dessert, and a presenta-

tion by Gene Duvernoy, President of the Cascade Lands Conservancy, nationally 

known for an innovative, creative and successful approach to land conservation. 

Look for an invitation and reservation form in your mail in early October. 

GIVING ONLINE

Did you know that 

you can renew your 

membership, make a 

donation, or give a gift 

membership to the 

Chelan-Douglas Land 

Trust online using your 

credit card?  

Visit our website at 

www.cdlandtrust.org and 

click on Support Our Work. 

We have chosen Network 

for Good to handle our  

on-line donations. Their 

service is safe, secure and 

easy to use. MISSION STATEMENT

The Chelan-Douglas Land Trust is dedicated to helping people preserve and 
enhance the rich diversity of landscapes and lifestyles in our region for the benefit of 

present and future generations.


