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Bill Gaines resides in Leavenworth with his wife Susan 

and daughter Emily. They have lived in the Wenatchee 

Valley for about 25 years. Their daughter was born and 

raised in this fantastic area and she often tells them how 

fortunate she feels to call this place her home, and how 

much she enjoys the people and outdoors that are 

important to our quality of life.  Bill is a scientist 

working in the field of resource conservation. He was a 

wildlife biologist with the US Forest Service for 27 

years, and is now the Executive Director of the 

Washington Conservation Science Institute, a small 

natural resource research firm.  As a practicing 

conservationist, Bill understand the importance of 

education, collaboration, and communication, all 

grounded in a strong science understanding. “I have 

served on other boards over the past several years, 

including as a board member and president of the Washington Chapter of the Wildlife 

Society, and am currently a board member and past-president of the Wenatchee River 

Institute. I have witnessed the growth of the CDLT, from a small grassroots organization 

to one of the premiere land trusts in our region, if not the country. This has occurred 

because of the strong and visionary leadership of directors, board members, and staff. 

The CDLT has, and will continue, to make significant contributions to our quality of life. 

I consider the opportunity to serve on the board of CDLT as a means of giving back to 

the communities of the Wenatchee Valley that have meant so much to our family and to 

future generations.” 

 

 

Anne Hessburg is an Environmental Planner for Grette 

Associates LLC, where she works to help the public 

obtain shoreline and critical area land use permits. She 

enjoys helping individuals coordinate and design their 

development projects in a way that makes them 

successful and compliant with federal, state, and local 

environmental regulations. As Anne describes it, it is a 

“win-win situation.” A Leavenworth resident, she is a 

Planning Commissioner for the City of Leavenworth, 

serves on the City’s Residential Advisory Committee, 



 

and serves on the Board of the Leavenworth Film Festival. Her professional role and 

personal involvement in environmental issues provide a rich context for understanding 

the demographics and stewards of our counties. Anne is serving her third term on the 

CDLT Board of Directors. “Land conservation, environmental sustainability and outdoor 

recreation are part of my everyday life. My values and ethics mirror those outlined in the 

CDLT mission.” 

 

 

 Heather Ostenson lives in East Wenatchee, where she has 

recently founded a baking company. Prior to that, she spent 

16 years working in the civil engineering field, is a licensed 

professional engineer, and was a co-founder and former 

principal civil engineer of Project Groundwork. She has 

consulted on a range of municipal and private projects, with a 

two-year period working exclusively in land development. 

She serves on the Douglas County Boundary Review Board 

and volunteers for the Numerica Performing Arts Center and 

Music Theatre of Wenatchee.  “Much of my professional work 

of the last decade was for projects and issues pertaining to the 

planning, development, and management of land, natural resources, and the built 

environment. The prioritization and balancing of objectives, and consideration of our 

interactions with and impacts on these environments were, and will continue to be, essential 

actions. I enjoy learning and innovating, and think those close to me would characterize me 

as forward-thinking, great with details and developing alternatives and solutions, and as 

possessing integrity.  I place high value on our valley's natural areas and agricultural 

resources, and think that densification and redevelopment are key to sustainability for our 

cities. CDLT has had a significant impact on the quality of life in our two counties, and our 

ability to attract and retain talented individuals in our communities. I look forward to 

sharing my experience, expertise, and perspective with the Directors, staff, and members of 

CDLT in support of its initiatives, adaptation, and growth.” 

 

 

 

Geordie Romer lives in Cashmere and since 

2004 has been a real estate agent working in the 

Leavenworth and Lake Wenatchee areas. Prior 

to this, he spent 9 years as a backcountry ranger 

with the National Park Service, mostly in the 

North Cascades.  He is a former board member 

of the North Central Washington Association of 

Realtors and worked on issues surrounding 

zoning and land use planning.  In his first term 

on the board, Geordie served on the newly 

created Board Development Committee and as 

Vice President.  I bring a wide range of skills 

and experience to the table. I am equally 

comfortable with a rock bar or Pulaski as I am 

with email marketing or social media. My academic background is in environmental 



 

policy, especially wilderness management and I have years of real world experience in 

negotiations and with the economic forces driving our local real estate market. I hope I 

can bring new tools and marketing ideas to help the CDLT grow and prosper. The goals 

of the CDLT remind me of Aldo Leopold’s rules for intelligent tinkering - “save all the 

pieces”. Finding and saving the important pieces is an exciting and noble goal. I am 

excited about the opportunity to serve my neighbors and this special place we call home. 

 

 

Chris Stahler came to Wenatchee in 1969 

joining the Wenatchee Valley clinic as a general, 

vascular and chest surgeon. He retired from 

active practice about 15 years ago but continues 

to work part-time assisting in surgery. He has 

been active on several Boards, including the 

North Central Washington Community 

Foundation, the Icicle Creek Center for the Arts, 

and the Rural Health Foundation.  “I joined the 

CDLT as issues of the surrounding hills and 

open spaces became an issue.  This backdrop for 

our community is an invaluable asset for us all.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

David Visser is an attorney in Wenatchee, 

WA with a legal practice that emphasizes 

trust and estate matters, business and real 

estate matters, and civil litigation. "I became 

involved with the CDLT on a work project in 

2012 as a way to take care of the trails and 

lands that I have explored for decades.  My 

appreciation for the scope and quality of the 

Land Trust's work increased significantly 

after I joined the stewardship and trails 

committees.  I value the strategic and 

collaborative manner by which the CDLT 

approaches its mission and ultimately 

achieves its successes.  I desire to continue 

serving on the CDLT board because I want 

to help the organization succeed at 

developing healthy communities and 

conserving natural areas for future 

generations to enjoy." 

 


